
Promoting British Values at Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School 

 

At Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School we recognise the school is a microcosm of the world. 
We place great emphasis on a values based education. 

This approach nourishes and enables our learners to flourish, making a difference to the world 
through who and how they are. A Values-based approach encourages reflective and aspirational 
attributes and attitudes.  

The Tree of Values, featured within our school entrance encapsulates the values shared by the 
governors, parents, staff and children at the school.  

It is designed to be a focal point that supports the school’s curriculum and the schools 
activities. The values are featured in the ‘thought for the week.’ 

The DFE have recently reinforced the need ‘to create and enforce a clear and rigorous 
expectation on all schools to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the 
rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different 
faiths and beliefs’. 

The government stipulates its definition of British values in the 2011 Prevent Strategy and 
these values have been reiterated by the Prime Minister this year. At Woolenwick Infant 
and Nursery School these values are reinforced regularly and in the following ways: 

Democracy: 

Pupils have the opportunity to have their voices heard through our School ECO Council and Pupil 
Voice questionnaires. Each class votes to decide who their school council representatives will be. 
There are school ECO council meetings, where they meet with the Headteacher and INCO. It is 
clear in the behaviour policy that children are expected to contribute and co-operate, taking 
into account the views of others.  

The Rule of Law: 

The importance of having laws is consistently reinforced in school. We have high expectations of 
children and they are taught the value and reasons behind our expectations. Children are also 
taught the value and reasons behind laws; that they are in place to protect us, that everyone 
has a responsibility and that there are consequences when laws are broken. Promotion of ‘fair 
play’, following and developing rules, inclusion, celebrating and rewarding success, being 
magnanimous in defeat and participation in activities that promote kinship and affiliation with 
others. Visits from authorities such as the Police; Fire Service; etc. are parts of our calendar 
and help reinforce this message. 

 

Individual Liberty: 

Within school, children are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe 
and supportive environment. As a school we educate and provide boundaries for our pupils to 
make choices safely, through our provision of a safe environment and empowering teaching. 



Children are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms 
and advise how to exercise these safely, for example through E-Safety and PSCHE lessons.  

Mutual Respect: 

Our school ethos and behaviour policy centres around core values such as respect and children 
discuss what this means through discussions in assemblies and Circle Time. Adults in school 
model respect for others and this is reiterated through our classroom rules. Our Building 
Learning Power Principles are also fully embedded in the Curriculum. The Four Rs, of 
Reflectiveness, Resourcefulness, Resilience and Relationships clearly demonstrate how children 
can show mutual respect to one another. This is celebrated in weekly assemblies and in 
classrooms, where they are displayed on a Building Learning Power Tree.   

Tolerance of Different Faiths and Beliefs:  

Children have unique opportunities to learn from each other and enhance their understanding of 
their place in a culturally diverse society. We aim to enhance children’s understanding of 
different faiths and beliefs by sharing and celebrating different faiths and cultures for 
example, Diwali, Eid and Black History Month. Children have the opportunity to dress up in 
clothes and try different foods from other cultures. Members of staff from different faiths 
or religions are encouraged to disseminate their knowledge and enhance learning within classes 
and the school. Assemblies and discussions involving prejudices and prejudice –based bullying 
have been followed and supported by learning in R.E. and PSCHE. 

 


