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Welcome...

Dear Parents/Carers,

On behalf of the Staff and Governors of Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School I would like to welcome you and your child to our school.

If your child is the first child in your family to join us, we look forward to a happy and successful partnership over the coming years. If you already have children here, we 
are pleased to renew and develop further the relationship between us.

This booklet gives you essential information which you will require whilst your child attends this school.  It will also give you an insight into our approach to teaching
and learning. 

Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School aims to provide quality teaching and learning. We deliver a broad, balanced curriculum for the development of the whole child in a 
safe, secure, happy, caring and stimulating environment that prepares your child for future education and gives them the skills and enthusiasm to pursue learning for the 
rest of their lives. Each child is encouraged to give their best and to develop their own interests and talents.

We believe education is a partnership between home and school and we look forward to working with you to ensure the best outcomes for your child whilst they are
at Woolenwick.

We look forward to sharing with you the beginning of your child’s school life and their learning journey at Woolenwick as they acquire new skills and grow in independence.
We hope that your association with the school is long and a happy one and that the time your child spends with us will be both happy and rewarding.

Visits are warmly welcomed at Woolenwick and the school office would be happy to arrange a mutually convenient appointment. We look forward to meeting you. 

Yours sincerely

Usha Dhorajiwala



Our Governing Body

The Governing Body of the school is made up of volunteers. The school governors are elected, nominated or co-opted and are representatives of parents, school staff, the 
Local Education Authority and members of the local community. 

School Governors work with the Headteacher and are responsible for setting the strategic direction of the school. The role of the Governing Body is to see that the school 
is providing the best possible education for the children by complying with the framework set by legislation and the Local Education Authority Policies.  

The full Governing Body meets once a term, smaller committees (Resources and School Development) also meet once a term.

Admissions

Information about the Local Education Authority procedures for Admissions can be found in the Hertfordshire County council booklet, ‘Starting School,’ which also contains 
the necessary application forms. A copy is available from www.hertsdirect.org/admissions or the Customer Service Centre on
0300 1234 0443.

The LEA uses the criteria for admissions to allocate places for Nursery (Foundation 1) and Reception (Foundation 2) classes. Parents need to make a separate application 
for a place in the Reception class, as children in the nursery do not automatically transfer to the Reception class.

All Nursery and Reception (Foundation Stage) children start in September. 
The school implements, a ‘Positive Start Induction programme,’ to ensure a successful beginning to school life. Home visits will take place before your child starts school. 

Starting School

Meetings are held during the Summer term to welcome all Foundation Stage parents. This is an opportunity for parents/ carers to meet the Headteacher, the Foundation 
Stage team and other Professionals who work within our school community. 

Appeals

Parents have a legal right to appeal to an independent panel if their child has been refused a place. Information is available from www.hertsdirect.org/admissions

Transferring to Junior School

Children from our school usually transfer to Woolenwick Junior School. We have a successful transition programme in place.





School Philosophy
We aim to

• Create a safe, purposeful learning environment where everyone can  
 flourish, develop their individuality 

• Provide excellence in teaching and learning

• Enable children and adults to acquire knowledge, understanding, skills  
 and perseverance to be enthusiastic, independent learners

• Never stop learning and are open minded to continual development

• Help everyone to develop confidence, positive self-esteem,
 self-discipline and high moral values

• Encourage children and adults to value themselves, others and their  
 environment, respecting each other’s differences and ways of life, for  
 them to work and play co-operatively, be safe and develop
 healthy lifestyles

• Develop successful partnership with our families and the wider
 community including fostering links with other schools, early years  
 providers and the Local Authority

Mission Statement
At Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School we provide an environment 
where we are

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together

Extract from OFSTED Inspection May 2013
Summary of key findings for parents and pupils
This is a good school. 

“Children get off to a good start in the Nursery and Reception classes. Their 
good progress continues in Years 1 and 2 in reading, writing and mathematics.” 

“All groups achieve well in the school’s highly stimulating and happy atmosphere.” 

“Teaching is good. Teachers’ expectations are high and pupils work hard. 
Teachers provide pupils with a wide range of interesting work that they enjoy.” 

“Pupils’ behaviour is outstanding in lessons and around the school. They take a 
high level of responsibility for their behaviour.” 

“Pupils feel extremely safe in school. Pupils’ attitudes to learning are very positive.” 

“The headteacher’s drive to improve the school is enthusiastically shared by 
staff. Leaders, including the governing body, successfully use training to improve 
the quality of teaching and raise pupils’ achievement.” 

Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School is a Community School opened in 1976 
and is located in a residential area in Stevenage. It serves the Old Town and 
Symonds Green communities. 

The school symbol, an acorn, is featured within the mural in the entrance to the 
school exemplifying the saying, ‘tall oaks from little acorns grow.’  

The school has undergone a period of alteration and refurbishment resulting in 
the extension of the Foundation Stage wing, a Sensory room, an Atelier (Art 
Studio) and Sky Room both with retractable glass roofs. We are proud of our 
school building and learning environment.

The building is a light airy single storey. At the centre of the school is the large 
hall, library and the dining area. All classes have access to the computer suite, 
wireless note pads, interactive whiteboards, Sensory room, Atelier and Sky 
Room on a rota basis. 

Children are taught in large classrooms that are well- resourced. All classrooms 
have immediate access onto the extensive landscaped school grounds; a 
playground, an outdoor Music Zone, the outdoor classroom/ tree house, an 
award winning nature trail with a meadow and spinney. There is an area with play 
equipment which is only used during the school day when supervised by staff.

The attractive school grounds provide a purposeful outdoor learning resource 
including a Nature Trail, storytelling areas, spinney, meadow, bog garden, stile 
and kitchen garden. The spinney enables Forest School activities to take place. 
Through first hand experiences of the environment children develop their 
appreciation, knowledge and understanding of the natural world. 
 

The school is a two- form entry Infant school, catering for children between the 
ages of 4 and 7 with a morning and afternoon Nursery. The nursery unit, which 

provides 30 part time places in the morning and 30 part time places in the 
afternoon for children aged 3 to 4.  There are 60 places in each of the three year 
groups in the Infant school, providing full time education for 180 children. Each 
year group is arranged into two mixed ability classes:

Reception year - for pupils 4 - 5 years
Year One  -         for pupils 5 - 6 years
Year Two -          for pupils 6 - 7 years

The Nursery class is in a well equipped classroom with its own large enclosed 
outside area which includes grass and tarmac surfaces.  The school has a one 
intake policy for Nursery admissions. All Nursery children start in September 
after their third birthday.

In the year your child is five, you will need to apply for a place in Reception 
class. Our school has a single intake into Reception in the September of the 
academic year in which they are five. Reception class also has its own enclosed 
outdoor play area.

The school shares the same site as our Junior School which the children can 
transfer to in the September after they are seven.  The close liaison between the 
two schools is, in our view, of particular importance to the well-being of the child.

Children’s Centre
Bridge Road Children’s Centre is part of the North Stevenage Group of centres. 
Bridge Road Children’s Centre covers the Old Town and Symonds Green area. 
The Children’s Centre works in partnership with a range of professionals to 
support families who have children aged 0-5 ensuring that good quality services 
are in place across the community.  These services include health services, 
early years provision such as pre-schools, childcare and information and local 
advice for parents/carers. The Children’s Centre can be contacted on
Tel: 01438 202692 or Website: www.hertschildrenscentres.org.uk/bridgeroad

Teaching and Learning

At Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School we offer our broad, balanced differen-
tiated curriculum which meets the requirements of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Framework, National Curriculum, Primary Framework and Religious 
Education and Worship requirements. 

In addition to the statutory curriculum, we also believe that children are motivated 
to learn through pursuing their own interests and as such we provide a creative 
curriculum that is child centred and planned for their development needs. We 
provide a wide range of experiences which extends children’s interests and 
knowledge and allows learning from meaningful first hand experiences. 

We want our children to be independent learners and thinkers and we seek to 
develop the following elements in them: 

To be confident learners
To be active participants in learning
To be able to think creatively 
To be able to develop independence of thought - ask challenging questions 
To be able to take risks in their learning 
To be able to co-operate with each other and be part of a community 
To be willing to ask for help 
To be curious and motivated 
To be able to sustain interest and concentration 
To be challenged and excited to learn 
To be able to learn through a structured programme of activities which are suited 
to their learning style and ensure their skills progress 
To be happy and have fun in their learning 

We believe that children have an entitlement to a curriculum which is planned for 
their development and provided to meet their needs. In order to be independent 
learners and thinkers we seek to develop the following elements:

• Self – belief and independence
• Positive attitudes
• Creativity
• Determination

We believe that if children respond creatively to the world around them they will 
grow to become considerate members of our community. We do this by:- 

• Promoting a sustainable attitude through our curriculum which will  
 include all eight doorways identified in the National Sustainability  
 Framework; Food and Drink, Traffic and Travel, Buildings and Grounds,  
 Local Wellbeing, Energy and Water, Purchasing and Waste, Inclusion  
 and Participation and Global Dimensions.

• Encouraging care for our school environment inside and outside. 

• By involving the children in community projects at home and abroad, by  
 providing them with a physical environment, which enables them to be  
 actively engaged in their surroundings. 

• Through involvement with Herts Creation and professional artists, as a 
              Leading School, enhances our curriculum further for all our pupils.  

• Every child and adult having an equal vote in decisions made during our  
 School Eco Council.

Opportunities for Learning 

Children are organised in a variety of ways, based on knowledge of the children 
and their learning and personal, social and emotional needs. Children will 
experience learning in a variety of groups including:- 

 Whole class
 Flexible groupings of different sizes including:
 Friendship
 Ability 
 Behaviour 
 Mixed ability 
 Working individually 
 Working in pairs
 Interacting across and within the year groups with other children

We are inspired by the values and principles of inquiry based learning.  We 
promote creative and reflective practice, referencing the work of the preschools 
and infant /toddler centres in Reggio Emilia in northern Italy. The city Reggio 
Emilia in Italy is recognised worldwide for its innovative approach to early years 
education. The school is a member of ‘Sightlines' – the Reggio Emilia Early 
Years Network group in the U.K. The Headteacher has attended a study tour
to see practice in Italy. All staff have ongoing professional development
opportunities including visiting schools within the UK whose practice is 
influenced by the Reggio Emilia approach. This is having a major influence on 
the way we develop the curriculum. 

The school does not use published schemes of work for any subject except 
reading. We agree with Loris Malaguzzi, the founder of the Reggio Emilia early 
years philosophy when he said; 
 
“Know your Piaget (child development) and think for yourself.”

Building children’s Learning Power (BLP)

We are committed to ‘building children’s learning power.’; not just what they are 
learning , but more importantly learning how to learn by helping children become 
better independent learners, focussing on four learning dispositions. 
We call these;

 Resilience  
 Resourceful
 Reflective
 Relationships

Our curriculum is designed to be relevant and meaningful for young children 
It has been structured so that in each year the children are taught a balance of 
knowledge, skills, concepts. We build on children’s prior learning and move them 
forward in a way that supports and challenges them. Learning takes place 
through a range of exciting projects which bring the curriculum to life. We involve 
the children in the choice and planning of the topics to ensure they are fully 
engaged and motivated to learn. For this reason we aim to include a range of 
visits (in the local community and beyond), visitors and events.

Learning for each half term is taught using an enquiry, skills based
thematic approach. 

The children are encouraged to identify what they already know about the theme 
and what they would like to learn. ‘Progression of Skills’ are then tracked with 
reference to the expectations from either the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum for Nursery and Reception or National Curriculum for Years 1 and 2 
to ensure the children have the appropriate coverage of all subjects. Teachers 
plan carefully to ensure progression in learning for all children as they move 
through the school. Parents are informed of specific curriculum content and skills 
to be developed, and how they can best support their children’s learning.

The children are encouraged to learn in an active way by observing, questioning, 
investigating and drawing conclusions. We aim for our children to become 
independent thinkers and learners with a sense of curiosity who are well motivat-
ed and enjoy learning. 

All planned learning will identify the success criteria that supports the child‘s 
understanding of how the learning can be achieved. 

We use Information and Communication Technology across the curriculum to 
enhance teaching and learning experiences. We value outdoor learning, ‘Forest 
Schools’, visitors and trips; believing that these memorable learning experiences 
create impact in our children’s learning. 

We also believe that the arts have an important part to play in enhancing the 
curriculum and seek to use music, dance, drama and art to enrich children’s 
learning. We incorporate our values of creativity, collaboration, confidence and 
independence into curriculum themes.

Philosophy For Children (P4C)

All adults take on the role as the child’s thinking companion giving scope for 
children to demonstrate critical and creative thinking. We want our children to be 
‘possibility thinkers.’ 
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To be able to sustain interest and concentration 
To be challenged and excited to learn 
To be able to learn through a structured programme of activities which are suited 
to their learning style and ensure their skills progress 
To be happy and have fun in their learning 

We believe that children have an entitlement to a curriculum which is planned for 
their development and provided to meet their needs. In order to be independent 
learners and thinkers we seek to develop the following elements:

• Self – belief and independence
• Positive attitudes
• Creativity
• Determination

We believe that if children respond creatively to the world around them they will 
grow to become considerate members of our community. We do this by:- 

• Promoting a sustainable attitude through our curriculum which will  
 include all eight doorways identified in the National Sustainability  
 Framework; Food and Drink, Traffic and Travel, Buildings and Grounds,  
 Local Wellbeing, Energy and Water, Purchasing and Waste, Inclusion  
 and Participation and Global Dimensions.

• Encouraging care for our school environment inside and outside. 

• By involving the children in community projects at home and abroad, by  
 providing them with a physical environment, which enables them to be  
 actively engaged in their surroundings. 

• Through involvement with Herts Creation and professional artists, as a 
              Leading School, enhances our curriculum further for all our pupils.  

• Every child and adult having an equal vote in decisions made during our  
 School Eco Council.

Opportunities for Learning 

Children are organised in a variety of ways, based on knowledge of the children 
and their learning and personal, social and emotional needs. Children will 
experience learning in a variety of groups including:- 

 Whole class
 Flexible groupings of different sizes including:
 Friendship
 Ability 
 Behaviour 
 Mixed ability 
 Working individually 
 Working in pairs
 Interacting across and within the year groups with other children

We are inspired by the values and principles of inquiry based learning.  We 
promote creative and reflective practice, referencing the work of the preschools 
and infant /toddler centres in Reggio Emilia in northern Italy. The city Reggio 
Emilia in Italy is recognised worldwide for its innovative approach to early years 
education. The school is a member of ‘Sightlines' – the Reggio Emilia Early 
Years Network group in the U.K. The Headteacher has attended a study tour
to see practice in Italy. All staff have ongoing professional development
opportunities including visiting schools within the UK whose practice is 
influenced by the Reggio Emilia approach. This is having a major influence on 
the way we develop the curriculum. 

The school does not use published schemes of work for any subject except 
reading. We agree with Loris Malaguzzi, the founder of the Reggio Emilia early 
years philosophy when he said; 
 
“Know your Piaget (child development) and think for yourself.”

Building children’s Learning Power (BLP)

We are committed to ‘building children’s learning power.’; not just what they are 
learning , but more importantly learning how to learn by helping children become 
better independent learners, focussing on four learning dispositions. 
We call these;

 Resilience  
 Resourceful
 Reflective
 Relationships

Our curriculum is designed to be relevant and meaningful for young children 
It has been structured so that in each year the children are taught a balance of 
knowledge, skills, concepts. We build on children’s prior learning and move them 
forward in a way that supports and challenges them. Learning takes place 
through a range of exciting projects which bring the curriculum to life. We involve 
the children in the choice and planning of the topics to ensure they are fully 
engaged and motivated to learn. For this reason we aim to include a range of 
visits (in the local community and beyond), visitors and events.

Learning for each half term is taught using an enquiry, skills based
thematic approach. 

The children are encouraged to identify what they already know about the theme 
and what they would like to learn. ‘Progression of Skills’ are then tracked with 
reference to the expectations from either the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum for Nursery and Reception or National Curriculum for Years 1 and 2 
to ensure the children have the appropriate coverage of all subjects. Teachers 
plan carefully to ensure progression in learning for all children as they move 
through the school. Parents are informed of specific curriculum content and skills 
to be developed, and how they can best support their children’s learning.

The children are encouraged to learn in an active way by observing, questioning, 
investigating and drawing conclusions. We aim for our children to become 
independent thinkers and learners with a sense of curiosity who are well motivat-
ed and enjoy learning. 

All planned learning will identify the success criteria that supports the child‘s 
understanding of how the learning can be achieved. 

We use Information and Communication Technology across the curriculum to 
enhance teaching and learning experiences. We value outdoor learning, ‘Forest 
Schools’, visitors and trips; believing that these memorable learning experiences 
create impact in our children’s learning. 

We also believe that the arts have an important part to play in enhancing the 
curriculum and seek to use music, dance, drama and art to enrich children’s 
learning. We incorporate our values of creativity, collaboration, confidence and 
independence into curriculum themes.

Philosophy For Children (P4C)

All adults take on the role as the child’s thinking companion giving scope for 
children to demonstrate critical and creative thinking. We want our children to be 
‘possibility thinkers.’ 
 



School Philosophy
We aim to

• Create a safe, purposeful learning environment where everyone can  
 flourish, develop their individuality 

• Provide excellence in teaching and learning

• Enable children and adults to acquire knowledge, understanding, skills  
 and perseverance to be enthusiastic, independent learners

• Never stop learning and are open minded to continual development

• Help everyone to develop confidence, positive self-esteem,
 self-discipline and high moral values

• Encourage children and adults to value themselves, others and their  
 environment, respecting each other’s differences and ways of life, for  
 them to work and play co-operatively, be safe and develop
 healthy lifestyles

• Develop successful partnership with our families and the wider
 community including fostering links with other schools, early years  
 providers and the Local Authority

Mission Statement
At Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School we provide an environment 
where we are

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together

Extract from OFSTED Inspection May 2013
Summary of key findings for parents and pupils
This is a good school. 

“Children get off to a good start in the Nursery and Reception classes. Their 
good progress continues in Years 1 and 2 in reading, writing and mathematics.” 

“All groups achieve well in the school’s highly stimulating and happy atmosphere.” 

“Teaching is good. Teachers’ expectations are high and pupils work hard. 
Teachers provide pupils with a wide range of interesting work that they enjoy.” 

“Pupils’ behaviour is outstanding in lessons and around the school. They take a 
high level of responsibility for their behaviour.” 

“Pupils feel extremely safe in school. Pupils’ attitudes to learning are very positive.” 

“The headteacher’s drive to improve the school is enthusiastically shared by 
staff. Leaders, including the governing body, successfully use training to improve 
the quality of teaching and raise pupils’ achievement.” 

Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School is a Community School opened in 1976 
and is located in a residential area in Stevenage. It serves the Old Town and 
Symonds Green communities. 

The school symbol, an acorn, is featured within the mural in the entrance to the 
school exemplifying the saying, ‘tall oaks from little acorns grow.’  

The school has undergone a period of alteration and refurbishment resulting in 
the extension of the Foundation Stage wing, a Sensory room, an Atelier (Art 
Studio) and Sky Room both with retractable glass roofs. We are proud of our 
school building and learning environment.

The building is a light airy single storey. At the centre of the school is the large 
hall, library and the dining area. All classes have access to the computer suite, 
wireless note pads, interactive whiteboards, Sensory room, Atelier and Sky 
Room on a rota basis. 

Children are taught in large classrooms that are well- resourced. All classrooms 
have immediate access onto the extensive landscaped school grounds; a 
playground, an outdoor Music Zone, the outdoor classroom/ tree house, an 
award winning nature trail with a meadow and spinney. There is an area with play 
equipment which is only used during the school day when supervised by staff.

The attractive school grounds provide a purposeful outdoor learning resource 
including a Nature Trail, storytelling areas, spinney, meadow, bog garden, stile 
and kitchen garden. The spinney enables Forest School activities to take place. 
Through first hand experiences of the environment children develop their 
appreciation, knowledge and understanding of the natural world. 
 

The school is a two- form entry Infant school, catering for children between the 
ages of 4 and 7 with a morning and afternoon Nursery. The nursery unit, which 

provides 30 part time places in the morning and 30 part time places in the 
afternoon for children aged 3 to 4.  There are 60 places in each of the three year 
groups in the Infant school, providing full time education for 180 children. Each 
year group is arranged into two mixed ability classes:

Reception year - for pupils 4 - 5 years
Year One  -         for pupils 5 - 6 years
Year Two -          for pupils 6 - 7 years

The Nursery class is in a well equipped classroom with its own large enclosed 
outside area which includes grass and tarmac surfaces.  The school has a one 
intake policy for Nursery admissions. All Nursery children start in September 
after their third birthday.

In the year your child is five, you will need to apply for a place in Reception 
class. Our school has a single intake into Reception in the September of the 
academic year in which they are five. Reception class also has its own enclosed 
outdoor play area.

The school shares the same site as our Junior School which the children can 
transfer to in the September after they are seven.  The close liaison between the 
two schools is, in our view, of particular importance to the well-being of the child.

Children’s Centre
Bridge Road Children’s Centre is part of the North Stevenage Group of centres. 
Bridge Road Children’s Centre covers the Old Town and Symonds Green area. 
The Children’s Centre works in partnership with a range of professionals to 
support families who have children aged 0-5 ensuring that good quality services 
are in place across the community.  These services include health services, 
early years provision such as pre-schools, childcare and information and local 
advice for parents/carers. The Children’s Centre can be contacted on
Tel: 01438 202692 or Website: www.hertschildrenscentres.org.uk/bridgeroad

Teaching and Learning

At Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School we offer our broad, balanced differen-
tiated curriculum which meets the requirements of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Framework, National Curriculum, Primary Framework and Religious 
Education and Worship requirements. 

In addition to the statutory curriculum, we also believe that children are motivated 
to learn through pursuing their own interests and as such we provide a creative 
curriculum that is child centred and planned for their development needs. We 
provide a wide range of experiences which extends children’s interests and 
knowledge and allows learning from meaningful first hand experiences. 

We want our children to be independent learners and thinkers and we seek to 
develop the following elements in them: 

To be confident learners
To be active participants in learning
To be able to think creatively 
To be able to develop independence of thought - ask challenging questions 
To be able to take risks in their learning 
To be able to co-operate with each other and be part of a community 
To be willing to ask for help 
To be curious and motivated 
To be able to sustain interest and concentration 
To be challenged and excited to learn 
To be able to learn through a structured programme of activities which are suited 
to their learning style and ensure their skills progress 
To be happy and have fun in their learning 

We believe that children have an entitlement to a curriculum which is planned for 
their development and provided to meet their needs. In order to be independent 
learners and thinkers we seek to develop the following elements:

• Self – belief and independence
• Positive attitudes
• Creativity
• Determination

We believe that if children respond creatively to the world around them they will 
grow to become considerate members of our community. We do this by:- 

• Promoting a sustainable attitude through our curriculum which will  
 include all eight doorways identified in the National Sustainability  
 Framework; Food and Drink, Traffic and Travel, Buildings and Grounds,  
 Local Wellbeing, Energy and Water, Purchasing and Waste, Inclusion  
 and Participation and Global Dimensions.

• Encouraging care for our school environment inside and outside. 

• By involving the children in community projects at home and abroad, by  
 providing them with a physical environment, which enables them to be  
 actively engaged in their surroundings. 

• Through involvement with Herts Creation and professional artists, as a 
              Leading School, enhances our curriculum further for all our pupils.  

• Every child and adult having an equal vote in decisions made during our  
 School Eco Council.

Opportunities for Learning 

Children are organised in a variety of ways, based on knowledge of the children 
and their learning and personal, social and emotional needs. Children will 
experience learning in a variety of groups including:- 

 Whole class
 Flexible groupings of different sizes including:
 Friendship
 Ability 
 Behaviour 
 Mixed ability 
 Working individually 
 Working in pairs
 Interacting across and within the year groups with other children

We are inspired by the values and principles of inquiry based learning.  We 
promote creative and reflective practice, referencing the work of the preschools 
and infant /toddler centres in Reggio Emilia in northern Italy. The city Reggio 
Emilia in Italy is recognised worldwide for its innovative approach to early years 
education. The school is a member of ‘Sightlines' – the Reggio Emilia Early 
Years Network group in the U.K. The Headteacher has attended a study tour
to see practice in Italy. All staff have ongoing professional development
opportunities including visiting schools within the UK whose practice is 
influenced by the Reggio Emilia approach. This is having a major influence on 
the way we develop the curriculum. 

The school does not use published schemes of work for any subject except 
reading. We agree with Loris Malaguzzi, the founder of the Reggio Emilia early 
years philosophy when he said; 
 
“Know your Piaget (child development) and think for yourself.”

Building children’s Learning Power (BLP)

We are committed to ‘building children’s learning power.’; not just what they are 
learning , but more importantly learning how to learn by helping children become 
better independent learners, focussing on four learning dispositions. 
We call these;

 Resilience  
 Resourceful
 Reflective
 Relationships

Our curriculum is designed to be relevant and meaningful for young children 
It has been structured so that in each year the children are taught a balance of 
knowledge, skills, concepts. We build on children’s prior learning and move them 
forward in a way that supports and challenges them. Learning takes place 
through a range of exciting projects which bring the curriculum to life. We involve 
the children in the choice and planning of the topics to ensure they are fully 
engaged and motivated to learn. For this reason we aim to include a range of 
visits (in the local community and beyond), visitors and events.

Learning for each half term is taught using an enquiry, skills based
thematic approach. 

The children are encouraged to identify what they already know about the theme 
and what they would like to learn. ‘Progression of Skills’ are then tracked with 
reference to the expectations from either the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum for Nursery and Reception or National Curriculum for Years 1 and 2 
to ensure the children have the appropriate coverage of all subjects. Teachers 
plan carefully to ensure progression in learning for all children as they move 
through the school. Parents are informed of specific curriculum content and skills 
to be developed, and how they can best support their children’s learning.

The children are encouraged to learn in an active way by observing, questioning, 
investigating and drawing conclusions. We aim for our children to become 
independent thinkers and learners with a sense of curiosity who are well motivat-
ed and enjoy learning. 

All planned learning will identify the success criteria that supports the child‘s 
understanding of how the learning can be achieved. 

We use Information and Communication Technology across the curriculum to 
enhance teaching and learning experiences. We value outdoor learning, ‘Forest 
Schools’, visitors and trips; believing that these memorable learning experiences 
create impact in our children’s learning. 

We also believe that the arts have an important part to play in enhancing the 
curriculum and seek to use music, dance, drama and art to enrich children’s 
learning. We incorporate our values of creativity, collaboration, confidence and 
independence into curriculum themes.

Philosophy For Children (P4C)

All adults take on the role as the child’s thinking companion giving scope for 
children to demonstrate critical and creative thinking. We want our children to be 
‘possibility thinkers.’ 
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“The headteacher’s drive to improve the school is enthusiastically shared by 
staff. Leaders, including the governing body, successfully use training to improve 
the quality of teaching and raise pupils’ achievement.” 

Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School is a Community School opened in 1976 
and is located in a residential area in Stevenage. It serves the Old Town and 
Symonds Green communities. 

The school symbol, an acorn, is featured within the mural in the entrance to the 
school exemplifying the saying, ‘tall oaks from little acorns grow.’  

The school has undergone a period of alteration and refurbishment resulting in 
the extension of the Foundation Stage wing, a Sensory room, an Atelier (Art 
Studio) and Sky Room both with retractable glass roofs. We are proud of our 
school building and learning environment.

The building is a light airy single storey. At the centre of the school is the large 
hall, library and the dining area. All classes have access to the computer suite, 
wireless note pads, interactive whiteboards, Sensory room, Atelier and Sky 
Room on a rota basis. 

Children are taught in large classrooms that are well- resourced. All classrooms 
have immediate access onto the extensive landscaped school grounds; a 
playground, an outdoor Music Zone, the outdoor classroom/ tree house, an 
award winning nature trail with a meadow and spinney. There is an area with play 
equipment which is only used during the school day when supervised by staff.

The attractive school grounds provide a purposeful outdoor learning resource 
including a Nature Trail, storytelling areas, spinney, meadow, bog garden, stile 
and kitchen garden. The spinney enables Forest School activities to take place. 
Through first hand experiences of the environment children develop their 
appreciation, knowledge and understanding of the natural world. 
 

The school is a two- form entry Infant school, catering for children between the 
ages of 4 and 7 with a morning and afternoon Nursery. The nursery unit, which 

provides 30 part time places in the morning and 30 part time places in the 
afternoon for children aged 3 to 4.  There are 60 places in each of the three year 
groups in the Infant school, providing full time education for 180 children. Each 
year group is arranged into two mixed ability classes:

Reception year - for pupils 4 - 5 years
Year One  -         for pupils 5 - 6 years
Year Two -          for pupils 6 - 7 years

The Nursery class is in a well equipped classroom with its own large enclosed 
outside area which includes grass and tarmac surfaces.  The school has a one 
intake policy for Nursery admissions. All Nursery children start in September 
after their third birthday.

In the year your child is five, you will need to apply for a place in Reception 
class. Our school has a single intake into Reception in the September of the 
academic year in which they are five. Reception class also has its own enclosed 
outdoor play area.

The school shares the same site as our Junior School which the children can 
transfer to in the September after they are seven.  The close liaison between the 
two schools is, in our view, of particular importance to the well-being of the child.

Children’s Centre
Bridge Road Children’s Centre is part of the North Stevenage Group of centres. 
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support families who have children aged 0-5 ensuring that good quality services 
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Education and Worship requirements. 

In addition to the statutory curriculum, we also believe that children are motivated 
to learn through pursuing their own interests and as such we provide a creative 
curriculum that is child centred and planned for their development needs. We 
provide a wide range of experiences which extends children’s interests and 
knowledge and allows learning from meaningful first hand experiences. 

We want our children to be independent learners and thinkers and we seek to 
develop the following elements in them: 

To be confident learners
To be active participants in learning
To be able to think creatively 
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To be able to take risks in their learning 
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To be challenged and excited to learn 
To be able to learn through a structured programme of activities which are suited 
to their learning style and ensure their skills progress 
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We believe that children have an entitlement to a curriculum which is planned for 
their development and provided to meet their needs. In order to be independent 
learners and thinkers we seek to develop the following elements:

• Self – belief and independence
• Positive attitudes
• Creativity
• Determination

We believe that if children respond creatively to the world around them they will 
grow to become considerate members of our community. We do this by:- 

• Promoting a sustainable attitude through our curriculum which will  
 include all eight doorways identified in the National Sustainability  
 Framework; Food and Drink, Traffic and Travel, Buildings and Grounds,  
 Local Wellbeing, Energy and Water, Purchasing and Waste, Inclusion  
 and Participation and Global Dimensions.

• Encouraging care for our school environment inside and outside. 

• By involving the children in community projects at home and abroad, by  
 providing them with a physical environment, which enables them to be  
 actively engaged in their surroundings. 

• Through involvement with Herts Creation and professional artists, as a 
              Leading School, enhances our curriculum further for all our pupils.  

• Every child and adult having an equal vote in decisions made during our  
 School Eco Council.

Opportunities for Learning 

Children are organised in a variety of ways, based on knowledge of the children 
and their learning and personal, social and emotional needs. Children will 
experience learning in a variety of groups including:- 

 Whole class
 Flexible groupings of different sizes including:
 Friendship
 Ability 
 Behaviour 
 Mixed ability 
 Working individually 
 Working in pairs
 Interacting across and within the year groups with other children

We are inspired by the values and principles of inquiry based learning.  We 
promote creative and reflective practice, referencing the work of the preschools 
and infant /toddler centres in Reggio Emilia in northern Italy. The city Reggio 
Emilia in Italy is recognised worldwide for its innovative approach to early years 
education. The school is a member of ‘Sightlines' – the Reggio Emilia Early 
Years Network group in the U.K. The Headteacher has attended a study tour
to see practice in Italy. All staff have ongoing professional development
opportunities including visiting schools within the UK whose practice is 
influenced by the Reggio Emilia approach. This is having a major influence on 
the way we develop the curriculum. 

The school does not use published schemes of work for any subject except 
reading. We agree with Loris Malaguzzi, the founder of the Reggio Emilia early 
years philosophy when he said; 
 
“Know your Piaget (child development) and think for yourself.”

Building children’s Learning Power (BLP)

We are committed to ‘building children’s learning power.’; not just what they are 
learning , but more importantly learning how to learn by helping children become 
better independent learners, focussing on four learning dispositions. 
We call these;

 Resilience  
 Resourceful
 Reflective
 Relationships

Our curriculum is designed to be relevant and meaningful for young children 
It has been structured so that in each year the children are taught a balance of 
knowledge, skills, concepts. We build on children’s prior learning and move them 
forward in a way that supports and challenges them. Learning takes place 
through a range of exciting projects which bring the curriculum to life. We involve 
the children in the choice and planning of the topics to ensure they are fully 
engaged and motivated to learn. For this reason we aim to include a range of 
visits (in the local community and beyond), visitors and events.

Learning for each half term is taught using an enquiry, skills based
thematic approach. 

The children are encouraged to identify what they already know about the theme 
and what they would like to learn. ‘Progression of Skills’ are then tracked with 
reference to the expectations from either the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum for Nursery and Reception or National Curriculum for Years 1 and 2 
to ensure the children have the appropriate coverage of all subjects. Teachers 
plan carefully to ensure progression in learning for all children as they move 
through the school. Parents are informed of specific curriculum content and skills 
to be developed, and how they can best support their children’s learning.

The children are encouraged to learn in an active way by observing, questioning, 
investigating and drawing conclusions. We aim for our children to become 
independent thinkers and learners with a sense of curiosity who are well motivat-
ed and enjoy learning. 

All planned learning will identify the success criteria that supports the child‘s 
understanding of how the learning can be achieved. 

We use Information and Communication Technology across the curriculum to 
enhance teaching and learning experiences. We value outdoor learning, ‘Forest 
Schools’, visitors and trips; believing that these memorable learning experiences 
create impact in our children’s learning. 

We also believe that the arts have an important part to play in enhancing the 
curriculum and seek to use music, dance, drama and art to enrich children’s 
learning. We incorporate our values of creativity, collaboration, confidence and 
independence into curriculum themes.

Philosophy For Children (P4C)

All adults take on the role as the child’s thinking companion giving scope for 
children to demonstrate critical and creative thinking. We want our children to be 
‘possibility thinkers.’ 
 

Learning is all about asking questions...

Our curriculum philosophy is best summed up by the following 
quote from Philip Pullman (author): 

“The most valuable attitude we can help children adopt – the 
one that, among other things, helps them to write and read 
with most fluency and effectiveness and enjoyment – I can 
best characterise by the word playful. It begins with nursery 
rhymes and nonsense poems, with clapping games and finger 
play and simple songs and picture books. It goes on to con-
sist of fooling about with the stuff the world is made of: with 
wood and metal, and with language. Fooling about, playing 
with it, pushing it this way and that, turning it sideways,
painting it different colours, looking at it from the back,
putting one thing on top of another, asking silly questions, 
mixing things up, making absurd comparisons, discovering 
unexpected similarities, making pretty patterns, and all the 
time saying “Supposing….I wonder……What if ?” 
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Room on a rota basis. 
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The attractive school grounds provide a purposeful outdoor learning resource 
including a Nature Trail, storytelling areas, spinney, meadow, bog garden, stile 
and kitchen garden. The spinney enables Forest School activities to take place. 
Through first hand experiences of the environment children develop their 
appreciation, knowledge and understanding of the natural world. 
 

The school is a two- form entry Infant school, catering for children between the 
ages of 4 and 7 with a morning and afternoon Nursery. The nursery unit, which 

provides 30 part time places in the morning and 30 part time places in the 
afternoon for children aged 3 to 4.  There are 60 places in each of the three year 
groups in the Infant school, providing full time education for 180 children. Each 
year group is arranged into two mixed ability classes:

Reception year - for pupils 4 - 5 years
Year One  -         for pupils 5 - 6 years
Year Two -          for pupils 6 - 7 years

The Nursery class is in a well equipped classroom with its own large enclosed 
outside area which includes grass and tarmac surfaces.  The school has a one 
intake policy for Nursery admissions. All Nursery children start in September 
after their third birthday.

In the year your child is five, you will need to apply for a place in Reception 
class. Our school has a single intake into Reception in the September of the 
academic year in which they are five. Reception class also has its own enclosed 
outdoor play area.

The school shares the same site as our Junior School which the children can 
transfer to in the September after they are seven.  The close liaison between the 
two schools is, in our view, of particular importance to the well-being of the child.

Children’s Centre
Bridge Road Children’s Centre is part of the North Stevenage Group of centres. 
Bridge Road Children’s Centre covers the Old Town and Symonds Green area. 
The Children’s Centre works in partnership with a range of professionals to 
support families who have children aged 0-5 ensuring that good quality services 
are in place across the community.  These services include health services, 
early years provision such as pre-schools, childcare and information and local 
advice for parents/carers. The Children’s Centre can be contacted on
Tel: 01438 202692 or Website: www.hertschildrenscentres.org.uk/bridgeroad

Teaching and Learning

At Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School we offer our broad, balanced differen-
tiated curriculum which meets the requirements of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage Framework, National Curriculum, Primary Framework and Religious 
Education and Worship requirements. 

In addition to the statutory curriculum, we also believe that children are motivated 
to learn through pursuing their own interests and as such we provide a creative 
curriculum that is child centred and planned for their development needs. We 
provide a wide range of experiences which extends children’s interests and 
knowledge and allows learning from meaningful first hand experiences. 

We want our children to be independent learners and thinkers and we seek to 
develop the following elements in them: 

To be confident learners
To be active participants in learning
To be able to think creatively 
To be able to develop independence of thought - ask challenging questions 
To be able to take risks in their learning 
To be able to co-operate with each other and be part of a community 
To be willing to ask for help 
To be curious and motivated 
To be able to sustain interest and concentration 
To be challenged and excited to learn 
To be able to learn through a structured programme of activities which are suited 
to their learning style and ensure their skills progress 
To be happy and have fun in their learning 

We believe that children have an entitlement to a curriculum which is planned for 
their development and provided to meet their needs. In order to be independent 
learners and thinkers we seek to develop the following elements:

• Self – belief and independence
• Positive attitudes
• Creativity
• Determination

We believe that if children respond creatively to the world around them they will 
grow to become considerate members of our community. We do this by:- 

• Promoting a sustainable attitude through our curriculum which will  
 include all eight doorways identified in the National Sustainability  
 Framework; Food and Drink, Traffic and Travel, Buildings and Grounds,  
 Local Wellbeing, Energy and Water, Purchasing and Waste, Inclusion  
 and Participation and Global Dimensions.

• Encouraging care for our school environment inside and outside. 

• By involving the children in community projects at home and abroad, by  
 providing them with a physical environment, which enables them to be  
 actively engaged in their surroundings. 

• Through involvement with Herts Creation and professional artists, as a 
              Leading School, enhances our curriculum further for all our pupils.  

• Every child and adult having an equal vote in decisions made during our  
 School Eco Council.

Opportunities for Learning 

Children are organised in a variety of ways, based on knowledge of the children 
and their learning and personal, social and emotional needs. Children will 
experience learning in a variety of groups including:- 

 Whole class
 Flexible groupings of different sizes including:
 Friendship
 Ability 
 Behaviour 
 Mixed ability 
 Working individually 
 Working in pairs
 Interacting across and within the year groups with other children

We are inspired by the values and principles of inquiry based learning.  We 
promote creative and reflective practice, referencing the work of the preschools 
and infant /toddler centres in Reggio Emilia in northern Italy. The city Reggio 
Emilia in Italy is recognised worldwide for its innovative approach to early years 
education. The school is a member of ‘Sightlines' – the Reggio Emilia Early 
Years Network group in the U.K. The Headteacher has attended a study tour
to see practice in Italy. All staff have ongoing professional development
opportunities including visiting schools within the UK whose practice is 
influenced by the Reggio Emilia approach. This is having a major influence on 
the way we develop the curriculum. 

The school does not use published schemes of work for any subject except 
reading. We agree with Loris Malaguzzi, the founder of the Reggio Emilia early 
years philosophy when he said; 
 
“Know your Piaget (child development) and think for yourself.”

Building children’s Learning Power (BLP)

We are committed to ‘building children’s learning power.’; not just what they are 
learning , but more importantly learning how to learn by helping children become 
better independent learners, focussing on four learning dispositions. 
We call these;

 Resilience  
 Resourceful
 Reflective
 Relationships

Our curriculum is designed to be relevant and meaningful for young children 
It has been structured so that in each year the children are taught a balance of 
knowledge, skills, concepts. We build on children’s prior learning and move them 
forward in a way that supports and challenges them. Learning takes place 
through a range of exciting projects which bring the curriculum to life. We involve 
the children in the choice and planning of the topics to ensure they are fully 
engaged and motivated to learn. For this reason we aim to include a range of 
visits (in the local community and beyond), visitors and events.

Learning for each half term is taught using an enquiry, skills based
thematic approach. 

The children are encouraged to identify what they already know about the theme 
and what they would like to learn. ‘Progression of Skills’ are then tracked with 
reference to the expectations from either the Early Years Foundation Stage 
Curriculum for Nursery and Reception or National Curriculum for Years 1 and 2 
to ensure the children have the appropriate coverage of all subjects. Teachers 
plan carefully to ensure progression in learning for all children as they move 
through the school. Parents are informed of specific curriculum content and skills 
to be developed, and how they can best support their children’s learning.

The children are encouraged to learn in an active way by observing, questioning, 
investigating and drawing conclusions. We aim for our children to become 
independent thinkers and learners with a sense of curiosity who are well motivat-
ed and enjoy learning. 

All planned learning will identify the success criteria that supports the child‘s 
understanding of how the learning can be achieved. 

We use Information and Communication Technology across the curriculum to 
enhance teaching and learning experiences. We value outdoor learning, ‘Forest 
Schools’, visitors and trips; believing that these memorable learning experiences 
create impact in our children’s learning. 

We also believe that the arts have an important part to play in enhancing the 
curriculum and seek to use music, dance, drama and art to enrich children’s 
learning. We incorporate our values of creativity, collaboration, confidence and 
independence into curriculum themes.

Philosophy For Children (P4C)

All adults take on the role as the child’s thinking companion giving scope for 
children to demonstrate critical and creative thinking. We want our children to be 
‘possibility thinkers.’ 
 





The Early Years Foundation Stage
     
In our school the Early Years Foundation Stage consists of Nursery and
Reception classes. 

Nursery

Our Nursery is the first class in the school. We take children in September.
Parents are entitled up to 15 hours of Nursery provision. There is a Lunchtime 
Club which is at an additional cost. In Nursery, we build on the skills your child 
brings to us, by providing an exciting environment in which s/he is actively 
involved in their own learning.  (We have a more detailed Nursery prospectus.)

Reception

Your child will move into Reception in September of the academic year they are 
five years old.

Within the Reception class we build on and develop the foundations already 
begun in the Nursery and continue to work towards the EYFS. Some of this 
learning will be covered through topics which will provide a particular curriculum 
focus.  We have detailed plans for all areas of learning to ensure that your child 
will proceed at a rate appropriate to his/her ability.  

We welcome the opportunity to familiarise parents with these.

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

The Nursery and Reception curriculum follows the Department for Education's 
guidance for the 'Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)'.

This stage prepares the foundations for the National Curriculum that starts in 
Year 1. 

The children will experience activities through a thematic based approach.

The teachers and support practitioners plan together to ensure progression and 

successful transition throughout the Foundation Stage. Children have opportuni-
ties to take part in planned, purposeful activities starting with what they already 
know and are designed to then further their learning. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is based on a carefully structured 
pattern, which ensures that children have a balance of all areas of learning with 
play as an integral part of this learning.

There are seven areas of learning: 

Three prime areas:

 Personal Social and Emotional Development 
 Communication and Language 
 Physical Development

Four specific areas:

 Literacy
 Maths
 Understanding of the World 
 Expressive Arts and Design 

“Learning is like a tangle of spaghetti” Carlina Rinaldi. Reggio Emilia 

Young children's learning is holistic and these areas often overlap. 

The early learning goals set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage Document 
make links with the National Curriculum objectives for teaching Literacy and 
Numeracy. These objectives are introduced throughout the Reception year and 
thus fully in place by July.
 





Areas of Learning and Early Learning Goals
Prime Areas:

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

The way we develop, and the kind of people we become begins at home - but 
the early years in school play a very important part in shaping behaviour. 
Children will be encouraged to continue to learn how to play, work, co-operate 
with others and function in a group, building relationships beyond the family.  
They will be encouraged to demonstrate independence in selecting an activity or 
resources and in dressing and personal hygiene. Role-play is particularly 
encouraged and the role play area is regularly changed.

Communication and Language 

This area of learning includes communication, speaking and listening in different 
situations and for different purposes.  

Physical Development

This area of learning is about improving skills of co-ordination, control, manipula-
tion and movement.  Physical development has two other very important 
aspects; it helps children gain confidence in what they can do and enables them 
to feel the positive benefits of being healthy and active.

Specific Areas:

Literacy

This area includes being read a wide range of books, reading simple texts and 
writing for a variety of purposes.  Children will bring home books that we ask you 
to share with them. A rich variety of books, audiotapes, puppets, story 
sacks and other resources are used to make stories come alive.  We 
provide children with memorable writing opportunities.

Maths

Early mathematical skills include counting, sorting, matching, seeking patterns, 
making connections, recognising relationships and working with numbers, 
shapes, space and measures.  This will be developed through stories, songs, 
rhymes, games and imaginative play so that children enjoy using and experi-
menting with numbers.

Understanding of the World

In this area of learning children are developing the crucial knowledge, skills and 
understanding that help them to make sense of the world.  This forms the 
foundation for later work in Science, Design and Technology (D.T.), History, 
Geography and Information Communication Technology (ICT.)

Expressive Arts and Design

Being creative enables children to make connections between one area of 
learning and another and so extend their understanding. Opportunities will be 
given for children to develop their imagination and their ability to communicate 
and express ideas and feelings in a variety of creative ways.  This area of 
learning includes art, music, dance, role play and imaginative play.Through 
creative activities the children handle a range of materials, experiencing 
texture, colour and form. The children have the opportunity to experiment 
and create freely and participate in organised activities. 

The opportunity to explore sound is provided through weekly music 
sessions.





Key Stage 1 Curriculum (Years 1 and 2)

Over the course of a year, your child will be involved in activities in all subjects 
covered by the National Curriculum.

The National Curriculum is divided into Core and Foundation subjects. 
The core subjects are – English, Maths, Science, Computing and RE. 
The foundation subjects are - Art, Design and Technology, History, Geography, 
Music, Physical Education (P.E.) 

There are separate guidelines for the teaching of Personal, Social, Citizenship, 
Health and Emotional learning. 
Hertfordshire has an Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.  
RE is not a National Curriculum subject but it is a legal requirement that it is 
taught in schools. Parents have a right to withdraw their children from part of, or 
all, RE lessons. 

Computing is taught throughout the whole curriculum and also as separate 
subject area. 

Each curriculum area is given a specific time allocation, however links are made 
across the curriculum whenever possible.  The curriculum is child centred so that 
planning focuses on children’s interests and allows them to learn from first hand 
experiences.

English

We believe developing children’s literacy skills is a high priority, as it underpins 
all our teaching.  Our curriculum in English covers the four important communi-
cation skills of Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. 

Speaking
We aim to develop pupil’s confidence when speaking for a range of purposes - 
to individuals, to a group, to the whole school.  We encourage pupils to contrib-
ute to discussion and in forms of decision making. 

Listening
Children are taught to listen attentively to others. They should respond and build 
on their ideas constructively.  We encourage them to develop their 

comprehension skills and demonstrate their understanding. 

Reading
Great importance is attached to learning to read.  We aim to foster a life long 
love of books and we have a wide range of reading materials available. We 
approach reading through a variety of methods – phonics, whole word and 
context. Our structured approach encourages children to develop a range of 
strategies to develop their reading skills especially the teaching of phonics 
through the ‘Jolly Phonics’ programme and Letters and Sounds. We see our 
parents as essential partners in the teaching of reading, supporting the practice 
of the skills that we are teaching in school. We hope they will be able to read to 
or with their child daily. Children are encouraged to take books home every day, 
in a book bag, which can be purchased from the school office. Children are 
expected to take care of these books. A school/home learning diary is included 
with your child’s book with suggestions for developing your child’s skills. When 
adults read with your child they will write in this booklet celebrating achievement 
but also identifying the next step for your child.  We would like you to write 
comments in the book too.

Writing
Learning to write is a priority.  Learning to write requires different skills – the 
ability to think of an idea and the necessary secretarial skills to put that idea 
down on paper – handwriting, spelling and punctuation. We approach the 
teaching of writing through a sequence based on modeling, identifying success 
criteria of a genre and then the children having the opportunity to write in that 
style based upon a build up of the necessary skills.

Children will progress from mark making, their earliest form of writing, to using 
isolated letters, to producing independent pieces of writing where the content, 
spelling and handwriting will be assessed. We have a structured approach to 
this so that the steps children take are meaningful and appropriate to their 
individual needs. When children join us in nursery you will be introduced to the 
letter formation of the script we use. Children will begin to see this being used 
and to use it as is appropriate for them.  We ask you to support us in this and 
then when they move into Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 classes in learning to 
spell high frequency words.





Mathematics
 The principle focus of mathematics teaching is to ensure that children  
 develop Fluency – through varied, frequent practice with increasingly  
 complex problems, rapid and accurate recall of knowledge. 
 Reasoning – follow a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships,
 generalising, developing an argument, justification. 
 Solve Problems – application to routine and non-routine with increasing  
 sophistication. 

Our school calculation policy ensures that there is continuity in the teaching of 
mathematical skills as children progress through the school. In the earliest 
stages, much of the work is practical, aimed at giving the children the language 
of mathematics through real situations, giving an understanding of mathematical 
symbols and processes and developing an ability for problem solving in a variety 
of different situations.  

Children will cover learning on Number and Place Value, +/-, x/÷, fractions, 
measurement, geometry (properties), geometry (position and direction) and 
Statistics (Year 2)

Science

In their early experience of the world, children start to form ideas which help 
them to make sense of the things around them. In the classroom they begin to 
acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to turn these first ideas into useful 
scientific concepts.

We stimulate curiosity, interest and enjoyment in science and its methods of 
enquiry. 

Children are helped to develop skills and competencies associated with Science 
as a process of enquiry. They are encouraged to develop lively, enquiring minds, 
to have a concern for the environment and an understanding of life around them.
Opportunities to question, observe, devise and set up scientific tests, predict 
outcomes and interpret results are an essential part of our scientific teaching. In 
Science pupils will learn, think, make decisions and solve problems. They are 
taught to use equipment safely and thoughtfully and to record their findings in a 
variety of ways.

History

Children will experience history through progressing from familiar situations and 
recent events to those in the past.  Children will begin to develop the ability to 
describe and explain historical change and its causes and begin to understand 
the important difference between points of view and fact. They are taught to 
sequence events and to develop a sense of past, present and future. This is 
done primarily linking with the child’s own experience, through stories and by 
using a wide range of artefacts.

Geography

We aim to develop children’s geographical knowledge, understanding and 
skills by looking at the child’s immediate environment, our school, the 
surrounding environment and become aware of the wider world, both within 
and outside the UK

We aim to give children opportunities to: 

 Use plans and maps
 Investigate the physical and human features of their surroundings, 
 Take part in practical activities and field work in the locality of school 
 Become aware of the wider world, both within and outside the UK
 Understand what people have done to change it

We have a global link with Mupwose School in Zimbabwe.

Music

We aim to give children a general knowledge, appreciation and enjoyment of 
music both by listening and performing. Musical experiences include singing as 
a class and in larger groups, listening to the works of well known composers, 
and using percussion instruments both to accompany songs and stories, and to 
make up their own compositions. Children have the opportunity to perform to 
other adults, and to record their work using tape recorders. Children in Year 2, 
and sometimes Year 1, are given the opportunity to learn to play the Ocarina. 
We ask for a contribution towards the cost of this.



We have a partnership with ‘The Voices Foundation.’ This has influenced our 
teaching of music education. Our children benefit from this specialist, singing 
based music programme. We believe all children should have the opportunity to 
develop musically and that every child is born with a voice and should be 
encouraged to use that voice.

Design and Technology

In this area of the curriculum, pupils are involved in problem solving activities 
and investigation. This will include planning, generating ideas, discussing, 
making decisions, constructing, testing and evaluating the outcome. Children are 
taught how to use tools safely.  They develop skills through the use of a wide 
range of stiff and flexible materials, wood, textiles, recycled materials, foodstuffs 
and construction apparatus.

Art

Children participate in a range of activities to develop their skills, understanding 
and enjoyment of art. They use a variety of materials to explore techniques 
through drawing, painting, printing, collage, weaving, sewing, claywork and 
modelling. An awareness and appreciation of other artists and designers is 
encouraged through the use of a range of resources available in school and the 
Hertfordshire Art Loan Service.
We are a ‘Leading School in Creativity’ recognised by ‘Herts Creation’ and we 
have artists in residence through involvement with ‘Herts Creation.’ 
through drawing, painting, printing, collage, weaving, sewing, claywork and 
modelling. An awareness and appreciation of other artists and designers is 
encouraged through the use of a range of resources available in school and the 
Hertfordshire Art Loan Service.

We are a ‘Leading School in Creativity’ recognised by ‘Herts Creation’ and 
we have artists in residence through involvement with ‘Herts Creation.’ 

Physical Education

Every class has timetabled sessions each week in the hall for a variety of 
activities; movement, gymnastics, dance, small apparatus, and games.  Children 
become confident and gain increasing control over their body movements by 

improving co-ordination and agility. They explore the possibilities and limitations 
of their own bodies as well as learning about the importance of a healthy lifestyle 
and fitness through a progressive Physical Education programme.

We have a school P.E. kit consisting of a white T-shirt and navy blue shorts.  
Children wear plimsolls or trainers for outdoor activities and are barefoot for 
work in the hall. Children have Weekly Yoga sessions for a term led by a special-
ist teacher. Children are taught yoga postures, breathing and relaxation tech-
niques through creative stories and fun games. Children develop their imagina-
tion, body awareness and flexibility.

We are members of the Stevenage Sporting Futures and children benefit 
through having access to specialist sports teachers and coaches.

At the end of each school year we invite you to a Sports Day when the whole 
school participates in competitive sporting events appropriate to their age group. 
This is always a very popular event.

May we draw your attention to the following Hertfordshire County Council 
Health and Safety Recommendations.

• The wearing of jewellery is unsafe during physical education  
 sessions and should not be worn to school at all (including studs)
• Long hair should be tied back

Please help us to keep your child safe by following these guidelines.

Computing

Learning how to use computers and other information technology is an important 
aspect of the curriculum as your child is growing up in a world where Information 
and communication technologies are a normal and necessary part of life. 

We have a computer suite and each class has access to it on a weekly basis. 
There is software appropriate to the children‘s age and stage of development. In 
addition, there is a visualiser, and a trolley of ICT notepads. Foundation Stage 
has computers in the classrooms. 

Children will have access to programmable toys, calculators, tape recorders and 
digital cameras and video cameras. 





We plan a curriculum that ensures the children have access to a wide range of 
equipment as a tool for learning. We have Internet connections in all classrooms 
and Interactive Whiteboards, so the children can begin to explore the World 
Wide Web through a protected grid. We have a clear internet policy and
guidelines. ICT learning will stimulate their reasoning, problem solving,
observation and group interaction skills.

Religious Education

This school is non-denominational and our teaching of Our Religious Education 
is in accordance with the Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus and the requirements of 
the Education Reform Act 1988. RE is concerned with “learning about religions” 
and “learning from religion” and it is not the practice of this school to preach to or 
convert the children. The faith background of both the staff and the child’s family 
is respected at all times. 

Although our Religious Education at Woolenwick is mainly Christian, part of our 
curriculum involves an awareness of other major world religions and insights into 
other religious beliefs, practices and festivals. We encourage children to respect 
the right of others who hold beliefs different from their own.

Collective Worship 

The children and staff come together each day for an act of worship, which is 
broadly Christian. However, it will also reflect other religions and cultures
particularly on the shared values that all major faiths have in common.

Our emphasis is always upon fostering mutual caring, responsibility, interest in 
 and appreciation of the world around us and a celebration of the success that 
learning brings.

The 1988 Education Act requires schools to organise an act of worship of a 
broadly Christian nature. However, parents do have a right to withdraw their 
children from collective worship and R.E. Any parent who does not wish their 
child to participate in this must submit their request in a letter to the Headteacher.

Personal, Social, Citizenship and Health Education 

Personal, Social, Citizenship and Health Education (PSCHE) underpins the 
learning here at Woolenwick. It provides those skills which will help the children 
to learn well individually and with others and understand different viewpoints. 
Much of this work is central to the school ethos as we value and respect the 
children and teach them to respect each other.

This includes learning about their own and others' feelings, keeping healthy and 

safe, and behaving well. We believe if the children feel happy, secure and valued 
they are ready to learn. 

Each week, our school assemblies will focus on different core values. They will 
relate to our SEAL curriculum, Social, Emotional, Aspects of Learning. The 
values will be discussed in assemblies and during circle times throughout the 
week. 

During our ‘Friday Celebration Assembly’ one child from each class will be 
chosen to be a ‘SEAL Super Star.’ These are children who have made an extra 
special effort to meet the ‘Thought of the week.’ To enable you to discuss with 
your child the thought of the week at home it is noted in the weekly newsletter 
and teachers display it within their classrooms. 

Healthy Schools

We teach children how to stay healthy and make informed decisions about 
themselves. They learn to express their feelings within a safe environment and 
how to build good relationships with others. Children learn about a healthy 
balanced diet, the importance of water and sun safety. They are taught road 
safety skills and the school has an active ‘travel plan’ in place. We have achieved 
Healthy Schools status.  

School ECO Council

There are two representatives from each of the classes. The School ECO 
Council meet regularly to discuss a range of issues. Every child and adult has an 
equal vote in decisions made during our School Eco Council.

As an ECO accredited school your child will develop a range of skills and
knowledge that will enable them to recognise the contribution and responsibility 
they have to developing a sustainable world.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

Within Woolenwick it is our aim that each child’s individual needs will be 
assessed, addressed, and reviewed regularly following the guidelines set out in 
the Code of Practice. If we believe your child has a particular need we will 
discuss this with you. This may involve us working with you in setting up Individu-
al Education Plans with specific targets we both try to develop with your child. In 
our experience this works particularly well when we work in partnership.

Each class has support from either a Nursery Nurse and/or Teaching Assistant.  
Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator works with the Headteacher to 
co-ordinate extra support for children who have been identified as having SEND.

If we are concerned about your child’s progress we will discuss the matter with 
you.  If you have any concerns, please do come and tell us.

Inclusion

We are an Inclusive School and are committed to devising, developing and 
monitoring strategies to meet the needs of all our children.  We focus on minimis-
ing barriers to learning and celebrating achievement.  We understand that all 
children are unique and have many ‘languages’ that they may express them-
selves in. Our staff are skilled in interpreting children’s responses. 
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equal vote in decisions made during our School Eco Council.

As an ECO accredited school your child will develop a range of skills and
knowledge that will enable them to recognise the contribution and responsibility 
they have to developing a sustainable world.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

Within Woolenwick it is our aim that each child’s individual needs will be 
assessed, addressed, and reviewed regularly following the guidelines set out in 
the Code of Practice. If we believe your child has a particular need we will 
discuss this with you. This may involve us working with you in setting up Individu-
al Education Plans with specific targets we both try to develop with your child. In 
our experience this works particularly well when we work in partnership.

Each class has support from either a Nursery Nurse and/or Teaching Assistant.  
Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator works with the Headteacher to 
co-ordinate extra support for children who have been identified as having SEND.

If we are concerned about your child’s progress we will discuss the matter with 
you.  If you have any concerns, please do come and tell us.

Inclusion

We are an Inclusive School and are committed to devising, developing and 
monitoring strategies to meet the needs of all our children.  We focus on minimis-
ing barriers to learning and celebrating achievement.  We understand that all 
children are unique and have many ‘languages’ that they may express them-
selves in. Our staff are skilled in interpreting children’s responses. 



We plan a curriculum that ensures the children have access to a wide range of 
equipment as a tool for learning. We have Internet connections in all classrooms 
and Interactive Whiteboards, so the children can begin to explore the World 
Wide Web through a protected grid. We have a clear internet policy and
guidelines. ICT learning will stimulate their reasoning, problem solving,
observation and group interaction skills.

Religious Education

This school is non-denominational and our teaching of Our Religious Education 
is in accordance with the Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus and the requirements of 
the Education Reform Act 1988. RE is concerned with “learning about religions” 
and “learning from religion” and it is not the practice of this school to preach to or 
convert the children. The faith background of both the staff and the child’s family 
is respected at all times. 

Although our Religious Education at Woolenwick is mainly Christian, part of our 
curriculum involves an awareness of other major world religions and insights into 
other religious beliefs, practices and festivals. We encourage children to respect 
the right of others who hold beliefs different from their own.

Collective Worship 

The children and staff come together each day for an act of worship, which is 
broadly Christian. However, it will also reflect other religions and cultures
particularly on the shared values that all major faiths have in common.

Our emphasis is always upon fostering mutual caring, responsibility, interest in 
 and appreciation of the world around us and a celebration of the success that 
learning brings.

The 1988 Education Act requires schools to organise an act of worship of a 
broadly Christian nature. However, parents do have a right to withdraw their 
children from collective worship and R.E. Any parent who does not wish their 
child to participate in this must submit their request in a letter to the Headteacher.

Personal, Social, Citizenship and Health Education 

Personal, Social, Citizenship and Health Education (PSCHE) underpins the 
learning here at Woolenwick. It provides those skills which will help the children 
to learn well individually and with others and understand different viewpoints. 
Much of this work is central to the school ethos as we value and respect the 
children and teach them to respect each other.

This includes learning about their own and others' feelings, keeping healthy and 

safe, and behaving well. We believe if the children feel happy, secure and valued 
they are ready to learn. 

Each week, our school assemblies will focus on different core values. They will 
relate to our SEAL curriculum, Social, Emotional, Aspects of Learning. The 
values will be discussed in assemblies and during circle times throughout the 
week. 

During our ‘Friday Celebration Assembly’ one child from each class will be 
chosen to be a ‘SEAL Super Star.’ These are children who have made an extra 
special effort to meet the ‘Thought of the week.’ To enable you to discuss with 
your child the thought of the week at home it is noted in the weekly newsletter 
and teachers display it within their classrooms. 

Healthy Schools

We teach children how to stay healthy and make informed decisions about 
themselves. They learn to express their feelings within a safe environment and 
how to build good relationships with others. Children learn about a healthy 
balanced diet, the importance of water and sun safety. They are taught road 
safety skills and the school has an active ‘travel plan’ in place. We have achieved 
Healthy Schools status.  

School ECO Council

There are two representatives from each of the classes. The School ECO 
Council meet regularly to discuss a range of issues. Every child and adult has an 
equal vote in decisions made during our School Eco Council.

As an ECO accredited school your child will develop a range of skills and
knowledge that will enable them to recognise the contribution and responsibility 
they have to developing a sustainable world.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

Within Woolenwick it is our aim that each child’s individual needs will be 
assessed, addressed, and reviewed regularly following the guidelines set out in 
the Code of Practice. If we believe your child has a particular need we will 
discuss this with you. This may involve us working with you in setting up Individu-
al Education Plans with specific targets we both try to develop with your child. In 
our experience this works particularly well when we work in partnership.

Each class has support from either a Nursery Nurse and/or Teaching Assistant.  
Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator works with the Headteacher to 
co-ordinate extra support for children who have been identified as having SEND.

If we are concerned about your child’s progress we will discuss the matter with 
you.  If you have any concerns, please do come and tell us.

Inclusion

We are an Inclusive School and are committed to devising, developing and 
monitoring strategies to meet the needs of all our children.  We focus on minimis-
ing barriers to learning and celebrating achievement.  We understand that all 
children are unique and have many ‘languages’ that they may express them-
selves in. Our staff are skilled in interpreting children’s responses. 



The Hundred Languages of Childhood

The child

is made of one hundred.

The child has

A hundred languages

A hundred hands

A hundred thoughts

A hundred ways of thinking

Of playing, of speaking.

A hundred always a hundred

Ways of listening of marveling of loving

A hundred joys

For singing and understanding

A hundred worlds

To discover

A hundred worlds

To invent

A hundred worlds

To dream

The child has

A hundred languages

(and a hundred hundred hundred more)

But they steal ninety-nine.

The school and the culture

Separate the head from the body.

We plan a curriculum that ensures the children have access to a wide range of 
equipment as a tool for learning. We have Internet connections in all classrooms 
and Interactive Whiteboards, so the children can begin to explore the World 
Wide Web through a protected grid. We have a clear internet policy and
guidelines. ICT learning will stimulate their reasoning, problem solving,
observation and group interaction skills.

Religious Education

This school is non-denominational and our teaching of Our Religious Education 
is in accordance with the Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus and the requirements of 
the Education Reform Act 1988. RE is concerned with “learning about religions” 
and “learning from religion” and it is not the practice of this school to preach to or 
convert the children. The faith background of both the staff and the child’s family 
is respected at all times. 

Although our Religious Education at Woolenwick is mainly Christian, part of our 
curriculum involves an awareness of other major world religions and insights into 
other religious beliefs, practices and festivals. We encourage children to respect 
the right of others who hold beliefs different from their own.

Collective Worship 

The children and staff come together each day for an act of worship, which is 
broadly Christian. However, it will also reflect other religions and cultures
particularly on the shared values that all major faiths have in common.

Our emphasis is always upon fostering mutual caring, responsibility, interest in 
 and appreciation of the world around us and a celebration of the success that 
learning brings.

The 1988 Education Act requires schools to organise an act of worship of a 
broadly Christian nature. However, parents do have a right to withdraw their 
children from collective worship and R.E. Any parent who does not wish their 
child to participate in this must submit their request in a letter to the Headteacher.

Personal, Social, Citizenship and Health Education 

Personal, Social, Citizenship and Health Education (PSCHE) underpins the 
learning here at Woolenwick. It provides those skills which will help the children 
to learn well individually and with others and understand different viewpoints. 
Much of this work is central to the school ethos as we value and respect the 
children and teach them to respect each other.

This includes learning about their own and others' feelings, keeping healthy and 

safe, and behaving well. We believe if the children feel happy, secure and valued 
they are ready to learn. 

Each week, our school assemblies will focus on different core values. They will 
relate to our SEAL curriculum, Social, Emotional, Aspects of Learning. The 
values will be discussed in assemblies and during circle times throughout the 
week. 

During our ‘Friday Celebration Assembly’ one child from each class will be 
chosen to be a ‘SEAL Super Star.’ These are children who have made an extra 
special effort to meet the ‘Thought of the week.’ To enable you to discuss with 
your child the thought of the week at home it is noted in the weekly newsletter 
and teachers display it within their classrooms. 

Healthy Schools

We teach children how to stay healthy and make informed decisions about 
themselves. They learn to express their feelings within a safe environment and 
how to build good relationships with others. Children learn about a healthy 
balanced diet, the importance of water and sun safety. They are taught road 
safety skills and the school has an active ‘travel plan’ in place. We have achieved 
Healthy Schools status.  

School ECO Council

There are two representatives from each of the classes. The School ECO 
Council meet regularly to discuss a range of issues. Every child and adult has an 
equal vote in decisions made during our School Eco Council.

They tell the child;

To think without hands

To do without head

To listen and not to speak

To understand without joy

To love and to marvel

Only at Easter and Christmas

They tell the child:

To discover the world already there

And of the hundred

They steal ninety-nine.

They tell the child:

That work and play

Reality and fantasy

Science and imagination

Sky and earth

Reason and dream

Are things

That do not belong together

And thus they tell the child

That the hundred is not there

The child says: NO WAY the hundred is there--

Loris Malaguzzi

Founder of the Reggio Approach

As an ECO accredited school your child will develop a range of skills and
knowledge that will enable them to recognise the contribution and responsibility 
they have to developing a sustainable world.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

Within Woolenwick it is our aim that each child’s individual needs will be 
assessed, addressed, and reviewed regularly following the guidelines set out in 
the Code of Practice. If we believe your child has a particular need we will 
discuss this with you. This may involve us working with you in setting up Individu-
al Education Plans with specific targets we both try to develop with your child. In 
our experience this works particularly well when we work in partnership.

Each class has support from either a Nursery Nurse and/or Teaching Assistant.  
Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator works with the Headteacher to 
co-ordinate extra support for children who have been identified as having SEND.

If we are concerned about your child’s progress we will discuss the matter with 
you.  If you have any concerns, please do come and tell us.

Inclusion

We are an Inclusive School and are committed to devising, developing and 
monitoring strategies to meet the needs of all our children.  We focus on minimis-
ing barriers to learning and celebrating achievement.  We understand that all 
children are unique and have many ‘languages’ that they may express them-
selves in. Our staff are skilled in interpreting children’s responses. 





More Able & Talented 

A more able child is one that can handle concepts at a higher level than we 
would expect for their age in the core curriculum subjects - reading, writing or 
maths. 

A talented child is one that excels in one of the arts subjects – art, music, sport 
etc.

We work hard to cater for the individual needs of all children and aim for our 
more able and talented to achieve high standards.

Sex Education

Sex education within our school is developed through our topic work within the 
National Curriculum and the ethos within our school.  We encourage children to 
be aware of the importance of

 respecting oneself and others
 taking responsibility for one’s actions
 personal safety
 living and working together by listening, discussing and sharing.

Within some of our topics, there are opportunities which will stimulate ques-
tions.Children’s questions are answered as they arise in a manner suitable for 
young children to understand emotionally and intellectually.

Extra Curricular Activities

We encourage the development of the curriculum by taking children to visit 
places of interest and also by having visitors and performing theatre groups visit 
school.  We do ask you, on these occasions, to make a contribution to cover the 
cost of these events.  We try to keep the contribution to a minimum but, unfortu-
nately, without your help these extra activities which enrich learning experiences 
will not be possible.

Some of these have included trips to:

Stevenage Music Centre
Stevenage Leisure Centre
Local Churches
Willows Farm

National Gallery
Aldenham Country Park
London Aquarium
Whipsnade Zoo
Madam Tussauds
Mole Hall Whildlife Park
Pizza Express
The Seaside

Not forgetting our annual visit to the theatre to watch the Pantomime.

Breakfast/Lunch/After School Tea Clubs (BLAST)

We offer a wide range of extended services for children who attend Woolenwick 
School. It is based at the Junior school.

Children can come to Breakfast Club from 8.00am. They can take part in a 
variety of activities and are cared for until the start of the school day. Afternoon 
and Morning Nursery children can stay for Lunch Club and have a school lunch 
or bring a packed lunch. We have an After School Club with a range of games 
and activities. Children can exercise their talents and try their hand at new skills 
and interests. Children will be given a snack tea and are cared for between 
3.15pm and 6.15pm. Earlier collection times can be arranged. A Holiday Club 
runs during most weeks of the school holidays. Application forms are available 
from the school office. Costs for the BLAST Club are available from the school 
office.

Out Of School Hours Learning

We have a range of school clubs that take place during lunchtimes and after 
school.

Some clubs are run by the school team others by professional providers that 
require payment of a small fee.





Pastrol Care and Discipline

Children’s Happiness

At Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School we know that children learn best when 
they feel happy and secure and because of this we place great importance on 
developing children’s self-confidence and self-esteem. All aspects of children’s
achievements, including good behaviour, are recognised by giving rewards such 
as stickers, certificates or verbal praise. Recognising success in this way devel-
ops children’s self-confidence and encourages them to take the next step.
                
Good Behaviour Policy 

In order to make maximum progress children need a calm, well ordered and 
purposeful environment.  We have a positive approach to behaviour with an 
underlying co-operation between home and school. All children are taught Our 
School Rules and understand why they are important.  We encourage the 
children to make good choices, take responsibility for themselves and their own 
behaviour, and to be aware of each other‘s needs as well as their own. 
Our rules try to ensure that children will be happy, feel safe and respect other 
people and their environment.  The children often have a circle discussion time, 
when problems are discussed and resolved. 

In addition, to the school rules each class will have devised a Classroom 
Behaviour Plan with the children. Both School Rules and Classroom Behaviour 
Plans are reviewed regularly. 

Children are praised and rewarded for making good choices with rewards.
We also have a clear system of consequences and sanctions that are well 
known to the children!

They are:

 A quick and gentle warning
 ‘Time out’
 Missed privileges

Any incidents of Bullying and Racial Harassment are not tolerated.  Our policy 
for promoting positive behaviour is available from the office.

Our School Rules:-

1. We do our best learning
 
2. We listen to others and show good listening

3.         We look after everything 
            
4.         We are kind, helpful, polite and friendly.

5. We tell the truth.

6. We walk in school.

Where a child’s behaviour goes beyond the normal range of sanctions or a child 
will not accept the sanctions in place, then an individual approach is needed. 
Where a child persistently and/or seriously misbehaves an individual behaviour 
plan will be devised in consultation with parents. Although rare, regrettably a 
child who fails to conform may be excluded for a fixed period. Permanent
exclusion would need the agreement of the governing body.

As part of our partnership of working together with parents:

 Class teachers will contact parents if they are concerned about a child’s  
 attitude or behaviour, or in response to a particular incident

 Parents will be contacted by the Headteacher for particularly serious or  
 repeated unacceptable behaviour

 Parents are encouraged to contact school if they have concerns about  
 the behaviour of their child in school and to inform school of any situation  
 at home, which could affect their child’s behaviour





Complaint Procedure

We work closely with our parents and carers. We find that nearly all concerns or 
potential complaints can be resolved happily through discussion.  If you have any 
concerns or anxieties please follow this procedure:

Step 1. Talk to the class teacher  

 If this does not help resolve the issue, parents/ carers can discuss the  
 matter further 

Step 2. Talk to the Assistant Headteacher and or the Deputy Headteacher   

Step 3. Talk to the Headteacher

If parents/ carers are still not satisfied, the governors of the school do have 
arrangements for considering complaints formally, they have adopted a
procedure which follows lines recommended by the Hertfordshire County
Council.  You can obtain a copy of this from the school office.  

There are, in addition, special arrangements for considering complaints about 
matters to do with the teaching of the National Curriculum and about collective 
worship in school.  A copy of these arrangements can also be obtained from the 
school office. 

Child Protection

All schools have a clear responsibility placed on them by the Children Act 1989 
and by guidance from the Department for Education and Skills to safeguard the 
welfare of all their pupils.  In doing so, schools are legally obliged to consult with 
Children Schools and Families (CSF) if they believe there is a possibility that a 
child may be suffering from abuse or neglect.

A referral to CSF is not intended to be an accusation of any particular action or 
against any particular person.  It is the reporting of concerns which have come to 
the school’s attention.  This is in accordance with Hertfordshire Child Protection 
Procedures.  Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School has a Child Protection 
Policy and a copy of Hertfordshire Child Protection Procedures, both of which 
are available for parents/carers to see.  There are 3 designated senior persons 
for Child Protection in this school. They are Usha Dhorajiwala (Headteacher) 
Jackie Birch (Family Liaison Worker) and Alison Doke (Deputy

Headteacher.)They will be happy to discuss any questions or concerns
parents/carers may have about Child Protection Policy and Practice.

There are 4 designated senior persons for child protection:

Jackie Birch (Family Liaison Worker)
Usha Dhorajiwala (Headteacher)
Laura Pezeshkpour (Deputy Headteacher)
Ben Reader (Assistant Headteacher)





School Uniform

Wearing a school uniform immediately helps children to feel part of the school 
community.  On a practical level, it saves a lot of ‘fuss’ in the mornings!  All items 
can all be purchased online from;

www.speedstitch.co.uk

Our school uniform consists of :

• Plain navy skirt, pinafore, trousers or jogging bottoms 
• Plain pale blue polo shirt with the school logo
• Plain navy blue cardigan/ jumper/ fleece with the school logo.
 NO Hoodies  
• Plain grey/black/ navy / white tights
• Plain white or grey socks 
• Plain black footwear (no trainers)
• Plimsolls for indoors (white sole)
• Blue gingham dress or navy shorts in the summer
• Plain white T-shirts preferably with the school logo and navy shorts
 for P.E   
• Drawstring bag for shoes/ plimsolls/ P.E kit 
• Woolenwick School Book bag
• Wellington boots (to be in school at all times for Forest Schools and  
 outdoor learning)

Please note, children are not allowed to wear boots or wellington boots  
inside the school.  If your child wears wellington boots on the way to 
school s/he must have a change of school shoes for lunchtime and
playtimes.

 It is important that children with long hair have it tied back securely 

 In line with all Stevenage schools uniform policies, extreme   
 hairstyles such as Mohicans or shaved tramlines/patterns are
 not allowed

 Please note for health and safety reasons we do not have the space
 in our cloakrooms for the larger style ruck sacks, bags including
 carrier bags

 Please label all clothes with your child’s name

Personal Belongings

Please do not allow your child to bring money, personal toys, games, sweets or 
items to school which have either monetary or sentimental value, as we cannot 
guarantee they will not get lost or damaged.

Children are not allowed to wear jewellery or watches to school at any time. 
If any child has pierced ears they may wear one pair of plain studs only 
however, parents must cover earrings completely with tape on each day that 
their child
has P.E.

School Security

The classroom doors are closed at 8.55 and cannot be opened from the outside.  
During the school day all visitors and late comers are required to use the front 
entrance where the office staff control admittance.

Meeting children - To ensure the safety of all children please help the class 
teacher by:-

• telling the teacher if someone else will be collecting your child.
• telephoning the office if your normal arrangements change unexpectedly.

We will not let your child go home with anyone unless you inform us of a 
different arrangement.

School Hours

Nursery    Morning session  8.30 - 11.30am 
                Afternoon session 12.30 - 3.30pm

Reception and Infant classes    8.50 - 3.15pm    
Lunchtime                                                      (12.00 - 1.10pm)

Children can become distressed if you are not there to pick them up on 
time at the end of the day.  We do ask that you are on time. If you are late, 
your child may be registered into BLAST and unfortunately this will be at a 
cost to yourself. 





Absences

Please make your child’s education a priority
It is a requirement to ensure children attend school regularly unless illness 
causes absence.  Parents are responsible for ensuring children attend school 
and that they arrive at school on time. At Woolenwick we believe that regular 
school attendance is very important if children are to take full advantage of the 
educational opportunities available to them.

If your child is ill, we require a written note or a telephone call before 9am on the 
first day of absence, stating the reason for their absence. It is a legal requirement 
to record your child’s absence as unauthorised unless otherwise notified.  All this 
information has to be collated at the end of the year and sent to the Department 
for Education.

If your child arrives at school late, this is also recorded.  Lateness disrupts the 
start of the day not only for your child but for the rest of their class, so please 
ensure your child is punctual.

If your Child’s attendance falls below 95% you may be asked to attend a meeting 
with the local authority Attendance Improvement Officer and the Family Liaison 
Worker. 

Penalty Notices

We expect parents to work with us to address attendance problems. If a pupil 
has at least 21 sessions (half day = 1 session) unauthorised absence in a term 
(including unauthorised holidays) the LA may  issue a Penalty Notice.

The penalty is £50 if paid within 28 days of receipt of the notice, rising to £100 if 
paid after 28 days but within 42 days. If the penalty is not paid the LEA may 
prosecute the parents for their child’s irregular attendance. It is important to be 
aware that poor attendance or unauthorised absences will form part of the child’s 
records. 

Family Holidays

Regular school attendance is essential in order for pupils to maximise the 
opportunities available to them. All children, from Nursery to Year 2 follow a full 
learning programme, and can find themselves at a disadvantage when their 
education is disrupted due to absences therefore, we strongly advise you to take 
your holiday during the designated school holiday periods.

Please note, there is an agreement between all Stevenage schools that holidays 
will not be authorised during term time. Absence for time out of school for 
reasons other than illness will only be authorised in wholly exceptional
circumstances or on compassionate grounds. Should requests be made which 
are judged as not fulfilling these criteria, any resulting absences will be
unauthorised and appear as such on the pupil’s record.

Appointments during the school day (Clinic, Dentist, Doctors) 

If possible inform the school in the morning then collect your child from their 
classroom before signing the appropriate book in the school office. If the child 
returns to school, you will need to sign them back in at the office. Where
possible, please try to get an appointment outside school hours. 

Safety

Children must not climb on the walls or any outside equipment before or after 
school.

Mobile Phones

Parents and carers are not allowed to use mobile phones inside the school 
building.

Milk

Nursery Children receive free milk every day  (agreed on admission form.  
Drinking water is freely available throughout the day.

Snack time

All children are offered a healthy snack, usually raw fruit or vegetables with their 
drink.

School Lunches

We run our own School Meals Service and prepare nutritionally balanced meals 
from fresh ingredients. Dinner money should be paid in advance, on Monday 
morning. This should be sent in a sealed, named envelope and given to the class 
teacher. 



Cheques need to be made payable to Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School.  
Credit will be given for absences.

Parent Teacher Meetings

We hold formal meetings in the Autumn and Spring terms.  You will be informed 
of the dates at the beginning of each term.  We value these opportunities to meet 
with you to discuss your child’s progress. In the Summer Term you will be invited 
to an Open Afternoon.  At the end of each school year, parents receive written 
reports which explain their child’s development in each area of the curriculum.  

Health

Every child is offered a medical interview with the school nurse during their early 
schooling.  You may attend if you wish although this is not necessary.
There will also be regular check-ups for hearing, sight and teeth.
It will help us if you let us know if your child is in contact with German Measles.
We do not administer medicines at school except for children with asthma.  If 
your child is asthmatic, please complete a consent form at the school office so 
your child will then be able to use their inhaler when required.

Sickness  -  After sickness or diarrhoea children must stay at home for at least 24 
hours after the last time they are ill.

First Aid

Minor accidents are dealt with promptly and appropriately.  In more serious 
injuries and/or if we consider hospital treatment is necessary you will be contact-
ed immediately.  If we are unable to contact you a member of staff will accompa-
ny your child to hospital.

Contact Persons

In the event of a child becoming ill at school, parents/carers will be contacted.  
However, please ensure that alternative contact persons/telephone numbers 
have been given to school.  Don’t forget to update us if these numbers change - 
particularly mobiles!

Headlice

This is a social problem which affects all schools.  Unfortunately some children 
do become infested as young children who play and learn closely together are 
particularly vulnerable.  Please regularly wet comb your child’s hair (with hair 
conditioner).  This will help you check your child’s hair and prevent adult lice from 
laying eggs (nits).







Home and School Partnerships

Before coming into school, children have already learned a great deal from the 
experiences and opportunities given to them by their first teachers - their 
parents/carers. The continued involvement of parents/carers is crucial to each 
child’s successful learning.

At Woolenwick we recognise parents/carers fundamental role in their child’s 
education and look forward to entering a partnership based on shared responsi-
bility, understanding, mutual respect and continued dialogue. Our partnership is 
developed through a variety of home-school links.  

Home Learning

All children have home learning activities. These vary according to the age of the 
children and include reading, writing, mathematics and spelling practice. A little 
time spent in the evenings and at weekends will make a difference to the prog-
ress and development of your child. Your support and encouragement in helping 
your child with their learning is valued.

Reading with your child on a daily basis helps them to learn. In the early stages 
this will be a shared experience, with you reading most of the text with your child 
beginning to join in. 

Please talk about the illustrations and the story. Asking questions about the story 
is also very important. These activities should be undertaken willingly and should 
be enjoyable.  

Each half term we send home details about the areas of the curriculum your child 
will be covering and ways you can support them.  In Nursery, Reception and 
Year One ‘Firm Foundations’ learning packs are sent home. These learning 
packs are fun activities for your child and family to enjoy and learn. Please help, 
with the suggestions given and support your child with the tasks or games. Key 
Stage One children will be set Diary writing and Maths home learning through an 
ICT online programme, ‘Mathletics.’

Home School Agreement

When your child starts school, you will be asked to sign a home school
Agreement. The Headteacher will sign the document on behalf of the school.
Our home school agreement states the aims and values of our school. It outlines 

the responsibilities of the school and parents/carers responsibilities, and what 
the school expects so that your child becomes a successful learner.  We ask you 
and your child to talk about it and sign it together. The document is available 
from the office. 

Entrance to School

School is a very busy place.  In the interest of your child’s safety, please do not 
drive cars into the school grounds.  Please use the footpaths through the school 
grounds and encourage your child to have good road sense from an early age.
For Health and Safety reasons we do not allow dogs on the school site.  
In line with our Drugs Policy and new legislation the school building and 
surrounding area is a ‘No Smoking’ zone.

Bicycles 

A Cycle Permit is required if your child wishes to bring their bicycle to school. 
This is available at the office. There is a purpose built bicycle and scooter 
storage shed on the school site.

Assessing your child’s progress

As soon as your child begins his/her school life, staff will be assessing and 
monitoring their progress in all areas of the curriculum, so that they can plan for 
your child’s needs.

When your child first joins us in the nursery class we carry out assessments to 
see where they are and plan for their development appropriately. 

As well as this, staff make on-going assessments throughout the year. Each term 
you are given the opportunity to come and talk with us about your child’s prog-
ress and to discuss areas for development. At the end of each school year you 
are given a written report. If you have things you wish to discuss at other times in 
the year, do let us know so we can arrange a time convenient to us both.

When your child is in Year 1 they will be involved in a Phonic Screening Check. 
Children will be asked to read 40 decodable words; a mixture of real and non – 
words. This is a structured activity in which children demonstrate their own 
phonic skills and knowledge. This check will take place in the Summer Term. You 
are given the outcome of the ‘check’ for your child in the report at the end of the 
school year.  



When your child is in Year 2 they will be involved in Standard Assessment Tasks.

These are structured activities in which children demonstrate their own skills and 
knowledge. These assessments cover the National Curriculum subjects of 
Reading, Writing and Mathematics and take place in the Spring and Summer 
Terms. You are given the outcome of these assessments for your child in the 
report at the end of the school year.  

Newsletter

To keep you in touch with school events and school issues, we send home 
regular newsletters and text messages.

Helping in School

We encourage parents, carers, grandparents and other friends of the school to
help in school with a variety of activities. All parent/ carer volunteers will require 
valid Disclosure and Barring (DBS) clearance.  All parent/ carer volunteers 
attend a workshop organised by the school before working with children. Please 
speak to the School office for further information. There may be occasional 
events, such a school trip, where those without DBS clearance can support the 
class under the supervision of the class teacher. 

Fund-raising and Social Events 

FOWINS (Friends Of Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School) 

Fund-raising and social events are arranged as appropriate.  There is an active 
‘Friends’ group. All parents and carers are automatically members. It is through 
this active support that the school is able to purchase additional resources for 
the school. We encourage parents and carers to be involved and are very 
grateful for this support.  We hold regular meetings about fundraising events. All 
parents and carers are welcome to attend. 

In addition, we raise funds for our chosen charities. By taking part, we want our 
children to become aware of others and truly become global citizens.

Letters and Flyers relating to Activities for Children

We often receive letters and flyers from organisations, agencies and charities 
which are organising activities for children to take part in. We do from time to 
time send children home with these letters and/or leaflets. This does not mean 
we are approving or recommending the activity. We are only acting as
a distributor.



A Life in Our Hands

If children live with criticism,
They learn to condemn,
If children live with hostility,
They learn to fight,
If children live with ridicule,
They learn to be shy,
If children live with shame,
They learn to feel guilty,
If children live with tolerance,
They learn to be patient,
If children live with encouragement,
They learn confidence,
If children live with praise,
They learn to appreciate,
If children live with fairness,
They learn justice,
If children live with security,
They learn to have faith,
If children live with approval,
They learn to like themselves,
If children live with acceptance and friendship,
They learn to find love in the world.
Dorothy Law Holte

We do hope this booklet helps to explain a little about our school.  We 
believe starting school should be a happy time for both you and your child.  
The relationship we build with you is vitally important in educating your 
child. Your child will feel a lot more confident and secure if he/she feels we 
have the same aims in mind.
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