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Details 

School:  Department:  

Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School Early Years Foundation stage  

 

Risk Assessment Title: 

Coronavirus COVID 19 In Context of the EARLY YEARS  
Schools Compliance measures with “Implementing protective measures in Education and Childcare settings”. 

Version 1 – 01/06/2020  
 

This must be read in conjunction with the Generic Risk Assessment 

 

Who is at Risk? 

People at Direct Risk:  Other People Who Could be Affected: 

Staff, Pupils and Visitors Parents 

 

Summary of Risk 

What is your assessment of the risk before the ACTION PLAN is completed?:   High risk  Medium risk  Low risk 

What will the level of risk be after the ACTION PLAN is completed?:    High risk  Medium risk Low risk 

 
Note: if the risk is still classified as ‘High’, even if you were to complete the action plan, then the hazard should be neutralised immediately 

(e.g. by stopping the activity or making the area safe) and the school safety co-ordinator and the relevant manager should be informed.  
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What are the hazards 
specific to EYFS  

What might 
happen? 

 

Controls Control in place  
 
Yes                  No                 N/A 

ACTION PLAN 
 

 

 

If ‘No’ - give details as to how and 
when the measure will be 
implemented and by whom 

Complete? 

Intimate care  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Young children may soil themselves 
or need direct intervention during 
toileting, sickness etc. For our 
younger children where direct 
supervision is required then the 
attending member of staff must 
have appropriate PPE, including 
gloves, disposable apron and 
appropriate fluid resistant surgical 
face mask should be worn. Eye 
protection should be provided if 
there is a risk of splashing - vomit. 

Children to be supervised during toilet 
times. This means that a member of 
staff must be on hand when child needs 
the toilet. Children can only toilet one at 
a time and ratios must be adhered to.  
Children who wear pull ups will need to 
be changed and staff must wear the 
appropriate PPE (gloves, disposable 
apron and appropriate fluid resistant 
surgical face mask should be worn. Eye 
protection should be provided) 
All staff MUST wear relevant PPE in 
school. This includes face masks and 
visors for general contact and day to day 
use in and out of school and during work 
hours. If dealing with a child who has 
suspected symptoms please wear 
addition PPE including face mask, visor, 
gloves and aprons. 

   

Sky room will be designated for 
First Aid. This open space is well 
ventilated. 

 

If children are ill, they must be 
quarantined in the designated area and 
their parent must be contacted 
immediately. They will then be collected 
from school at the designated pick up 
point and parents must adhere to the 
shielding period for the appropriate 
amount of time. i.e. 48 hours sickness, 
Covid-19 symptoms, 14 days.  

If the symptoms are Covid-19 related the 
children who are in that social bubble’s 
parents will need to be notified and will 
also need to isolate for 14 days.  
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What are the hazards 
specific to EYFS  

What might 
happen? 

 

Controls Control in place  
 
Yes                  No                 N/A 

ACTION PLAN 
 

 

 

If ‘No’ - give details as to how and 
when the measure will be 
implemented and by whom 

Complete? 

 
Injuries and Wounds  
 

Young children, especially 
EYFS, injure themselves 
more often than older 
children. This is the stage of 
their development when 
injuries are more likely to 
occur due to lack of 
concentration, motor skills, 
awareness and sense of risk 
Therefore staff must ensure 
that ratios are maintained 
to help ensure safety and 
take the necessary steps to 
minimise risk of injury in 
the EYFS spaces.  

It is accepted that 2m social 
distancing cannot be maintained 
during the delivery of first aid, but 
physical contact should be kept to a 
minimum e.g. adults to wear PPE, 
the child can apply cold pack, wipe, 
plaster where able to do so. The 
child may well be unable to do this 
alone and will need assistance from 
an adult wearing appropriate PPE  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sky room will be designated for 
First Aid. This open space is well 
ventilated. 
 
 

 

Those administering first aid should 
wear PPE appropriate to the 
circumstances. Wash hands for 20 
seconds and ensure the affected 
area is cleaned upon completion 

 

 

 

   

 
First aid rooms can be very busy 
and are often small rooms. Schools 
should make arrangement for only 
one person being treated in the 
first aid room at a time and allocate 
another room / area as a 
waiting/collection area.  
 

If daily medication is administered 
from first aid rooms then consider 
if this needs relocating to reduce 
demand on space. 
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What are the hazards 
specific to EYFS  

What might 
happen? 

 

Controls Control in place  
 
Yes                  No                 N/A 

ACTION PLAN 
 

 

 

If ‘No’ - give details as to how and 
when the measure will be 
implemented and by whom 

Complete? 

 
 
 
 
Young children’s behaviours that 
would put themselves, staff or 
others at risk  
 

Youngest children often display 
behaviours that are socially 
unacceptable. These 
behaviours, that children have 
not yet learned are 
appropriate, often happen in 
the school context and staff 
help them learn to manage or 
quell these behaviours. These 
include urinating, defecating 
outside of toilet, playing with 
bodily fluids or spitting at 
others, mouthing equipment, 
Licking, proximity to others 
faces/lack of understanding of 
personal 

space, scratching, biting, 
attacking pupils and/or staff 

Staff will need appropriate PPE 
when children display harmful 
behaviours to protect 
themselves. They will also need 
to clean area thoroughly when 
inappropriate behaviours may 
have contaminated a surface or 
area.  

 

 

    

  

Children will need to be socially 
distanced from other children 
within their bubble until staff 
can ascertain that they will not 
display harmful behaviours 
again or have stopped 
displaying these behaviours for 
a significant and / or 
appropriate amount of time. It 
may be decided, upon using the 
risk assessment, that the child 
cannot attend school due to 
safety concerns. 
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What are the hazards 
specific to EYFS  

What might 
happen? 

 

Controls Control in place  
 
Yes                  No                 N/A 

ACTION PLAN 
 

 

 

If ‘No’ - give details as to how and 
when the measure will be 
implemented and by whom 

Complete? 

Drop off to Nursery  

The path leading to the  
Nursery building is 1m 
25cm wide and is 22 m 
long. This path is also a 
shared access route for 
users of the family centre 
which means a potential 
increase in footfall. Due to 
the shape of the walkway it 
creates a blind spot at 
either end causing 
congestion and ensures you 
cannot see who is coming 
up ahead.  This creates an 
issue when picking up or 
dropping off children to 
Nursery. This effectively 
renders this path unusable 
as adults and children will 
be unable to socially 
distance during these times   

Parents to drop off children at 
the end of the Nursery path 
where they will be met by 
nursery staff and taken into the 
main Nursery building.   

Parents must wear a mask on 
site. If there is a reason that 
this cannot be fulfilled, then 
the office must be contacted 
prior to drop off 
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What are the hazards 
specific to EYFS  

What might 
happen? 

 

Controls Control in place  
 
Yes                  No                 N/A 

ACTION PLAN 
 

 

 

If ‘No’ - give details as to how and 
when the measure will be 
implemented and by whom 

Complete? 

Snack and meal times  

Our youngest children 
often need support with 
their snack and meal times. 
There is the risk that during 
these times there will be 
closer contact with 
between adults and 
children, cross 
contamination of food 
and/or utensils and higher 
risk of the spread of germs. 
We must ensure staff are 
vigilant during these time 
to maintain safety within 
their bubble.  

All persons should be required 
to stay on site once they have 
entered it and not use local 
shops 
 
Break times should be 
staggered for staff to reduce 
congestion and contact at all 
times in staff breakout areas.  
 
Reinforce handwashing prior 
and after eating food. 
 
Hand sanitiser should be 
available at the entrance of any 
room where people eat and 
should be used by all persons 
when entering and leaving the 
area. 
 
Food to be served to children 
to limit contact and cross 
contamination through shared 
use of serving spoons/utensils  
 
Use of individual plates for 
snack time and all surfaces 
wiped down before next child 
uses the area. Rolling snack will 
not take place.  
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All staff to supervise  all the 
time to ensure hygiene 
practices adhered to 

 

What are the hazards 
specific to EYFS  

What might 
happen? 

 

Controls Control in place  
 
Yes                  No                 N/A 

ACTION PLAN 
 

 

 

If ‘No’ - give details as to how and 
when the measure will be 
implemented and by whom 

Complete? 

Cleaning / Toys and resources  

Young children will find 
being safe and responsible 
with resources more 
difficult. Therefore there 
are more stringent cleaning 
methods that need to be 
put in place in EYFS to 
ensure there is less chance 
of virus transmission 
through resources use  

Where young children mouth 
toys remove and sterilise 
 
Re-plan activities to avoid 
shared resources.  
Avoid working with materials 
that are shared in a way that 
may aid virus transmission e.g 
sand, play dough, mud, messy 
play, books etc. 
 
Once handled by children. Staff 
will wash toys such as ‘duplo’, 
construction materials, role 
play equipment and leave to 
dry. Each time after a child has 
played with the toys to prevent 
virus transmission. 
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Limit the number of resources 
available to enable a regular 
cleaning cycle.  
 
Use board books so that can be 
wiped clean regularly. 
Quarantine for 72 hour before 
allowed to be used by other 
children 
 
Daily ‘damp dust’ all surfaces 
before the children arrive 
including areas contact areas in 
activity zones. 

 

 

Coronavirus (COVID -19): implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings. 
Supporting vulnerable children and young people during the coronavirus (COVID – 19) outbreak. 

COVID-19: cleaning of non-healthcare settings 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings 

COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection 

COVID-19: guidance on shielding and protecting people defined on medical grounds as extremely vulnerable 
COVID 19: Staying Alert and safe (social distancing) 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing 
 
This risk assessment has been produced as a generic template for Schools to follow to give them a start on ensuring they are meeting the recommendations held in the guidance 
documents given above. This risk assessment does not take into account any specific circumstances found at your school which may mean you will have difficulty meeting the 
recommendations.  It is important that you identify these “hazards” and conduct a specific risk assessment to identify the management controls required at your school. 
 
These specific hazards can be added to this risk assessment.  You are free to use this risk assessment how you see fit and make the appropriate alterations necessary to your school.  
 Updated risk assessments will be created and added to the Resource Library you have access to as soon as practicable. 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing/staying-alert-and-safe-social-distancing
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Sign Off Sheet 
 

Assessor Details: 

Assessor(s) name: Assessor(s) signature: Date: 

Usha Dhorajiwala 
Ben Reader 

Usha Dhorajiwala 

Ben Reader 01.06.20 

 
 

School safety co-ordinator to sign below to accept the assessment 

School safety co-ordinator’s name: School safety co-ordinator’s signature: Date: 

Sandra Laird 
Grant Richmond  

S. Laird 

G. Richmond  

01.06.20 
 

 

A review of this risk assessment is to be undertaken annually or else if any changes occur that affect the facts given above 

Date of review: Reviewed by (Name): Comments: 

March 20  SLT/Governors First draft  

June 20  SLT/Governors  Changed some details on PPE and intimate care  

September 2020 SLT/Governors Added some clarification on masks for parents  

October 2020 SLT/Governors Added information guidance on masks in school  
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