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Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a lovely week of festivities at Woolenwick! Christmas is always a special time in school!  

The children enjoyed an early Christmas present with the snow day bringing laughter, happiness 

and creativity! Take a look at the photos. 

My final newsletter for 2022! I would like to say a BIG thank you for your support during this 

year. I would like to give a special thank you to our School Governors, parents, carers and 

volunteers who support us in many different ways. And what a busy and productive autumn term 

it has been! We have seen excellent learning from our children, supported by a dedicated and 

energetic staff team. Our new phonics programme is well and truly established.  

Last week, our school truly came alive and the school hall was a buzz of excitement as the 

children performed their festive concerts. Everyone played their part in the stunning 

performances. It was done with enthusiasm and ‘gusto’ and lots of smiles too! Well done and 

congratulations to all.  

Each class was presented with a certificate for their star performance in working together to put 

on an OUTSTANDING performance!   

 

STAFF NEWS – GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK                                                                                            

At the end of this week, we gave a valuable team member Chin McCoy, MSA, a lovely ‘send-off’ 

with beautiful singing from the children, flowers, gifts and good wishes. We will miss her.                 

Chin has been a dedicated team member and stepped up to help as MSA supervisor during the 

Covid lockdowns when the school continued to be open. I am sure you will join me as we thank 

her for everything she has done for the children and families at Woolenwick. Chin is taking on a 

new challenge working in a Nursery setting and we wish her lots of happiness. 
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THANK YOU 
Thank you for sharing your Snow Day photos and your photos of the SNOWMAN TRAIL in Hitchin. 

Children who took part in the trail were awarded certificates in assembly. 

Please enjoy looking at all the wonderful photos sent out as separate PDFs with this newsletter. 

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 
A Huge CONGRATULATIONS to all the children who received 100% attendance certificates for 

this term. I am also pleased with the number of ‘improved attendance’ certificates awarded to children who 

have been in school more days this autumn term than last autumn term. Good attendance is crucial to 

making good progress in school. Keep up the good work! 

Wishing you all a good weekend.  

Usha and Team Woolenwick 

A SPECIAL VISITOR 

We all had so much fun at the Christmas parties on Friday. We were all very excited when Santa dropped 

by! He left a little gift for every child… 

 

  

  



 

 

MR BANANAHEAD made us all laugh! 

 

  

 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

We all had a great time at the parties – We enjoyed party food, pulled crackers and played 

traditional games such as pass the parcel and musical statues. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  
 

 

THANK YOU 

We are thankful to the Co-

op Broadwater who 

organised for all the 

Stevenage Co-ops to work 

together to provide 5 

hampers of food and 

treats for our raffles. We 

were delighted to be able 

to offer a raffle for each 

year group and one for 

the Saturday market too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FESTIVE MARKET SINGING 

 

Thank you to everyone who joined Team Woolenwick at the Indoor Market last weekend. 

Everyone had so much fun, singing to bring some festive cheer to Stevenage! 

 

  

 

PEOPLE FOR PEOPLE 

A Huge THANK YOU to everyone 

who donated as part of People for 

People’s reverse advent calendar. 

We were amazed by the response 

in such a short space of time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SUPPORT IS 

AVAILABLE 

We understand it is a 

particularly 

challenging time of 

year and urge you to 

reach out to 

organisations such as 

People for People, and 

those in this poster, if 

your family needs 

support. 

We are so fortunate to 

live in a caring 

community. We all 

care about one 

another – a real 

strength of our town. 

 

 

 

 

Thought of the week: Friendship 

We have enjoyed listening to the story, The Snowman by Raymond 

Briggs. This is a delightful classic, centred on the friendship between a 

boy and a snowman. 

Watch the animation here: (355) The Snowman (1982) HD - YouTube  

 

 

 

 

 

Building Learning Power value: 

Relationships 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5A3THighARU&t=81s


 

 

 

Music for the week: ‘A Little Love’ by Celeste 

 

‘A Little Love’ is a soul-jazz song by British singer Celeste. 
 

We’ve chosen this as our Music of the Week as it celebrates kindness.  
 
Celeste’s beautiful lyrics focus on how the best festive gift you can give is 
sharing love and if we all show some kindness, "all at once, you see a 

million faces bloom”. 
 
Released in November 2020, ‘A Little Love’ also became the first original 
non-cover song to serve as the soundtrack to the annual John Lewis & 
Partners Christmas advert. 

 

You can listen together here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fwuJFAsZD0k   
 

 

 

 

YOGA POSE OF THE WEEK 

Over the last couple of weeks, the children 

have been following a winter and Christmas 
theme in yoga. They have been stretching 
like snowflakes and practicing their balance 
and concentration when doing tree pose. 
They have also been stretching like cats 
beside a warm log fire to keep warm and 

spending a few quiet moments connecting 
with their own breath at this busy time of 
year.  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fwuJFAsZD0k


 

 

FESTIVE CONCERTS 

Thank you to everyone who was able to join the festive concerts. We have all 

loved sharing our festive singing with our grown-ups!  

 

 

CINDERELLA 

We all had a 

wonderful time at 

the pantomime at 

the Gordon Craig 

Theatre! 

 

Poppy E – I liked 
shouting 
“Buttons!” when 

someone went to 
take the teddy 

bear! 
  
Azeriah – I 

enjoyed it when 
Cinderella was 

singing, she has a 
beautiful voice. 

  
Erin – I liked it all 
and eating the 

snacks when it 
was the break! 

  
Sofia – I had fun singing the Ghostbusters song! 
  

Destiny – My favourite part was when everyone had to try on the sparkly 
slipper and then it fit Cinderella! 

  
Taim – I liked all the songs and the music and the disco ball! 
  

Grace – My favourite part was when Buttons had the biscuit and the dogs 
chased him and he came in between all of us! 

  
Noah – I thought it was so funny when the drum got destroyed! 

 

 



 

 

COMING UP… 

 THURSDAY 5th JANUARY – back to school for everyone 

 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

 Thursday 16th March and Friday 17th March 2023 - Year 2 scooter training  

We will need to have 15 scooters with brakes for the children to complete the 

training on. These cannot be electric scooters. Please let us know if you can 

loan your child’s scooter for this training. Perhaps your child will be receiving a 

scooter with brakes this Christmas. 

 

 

FUN TIME FOR LESS 
Free or low-cost events coming up in Stevenage and surrounding areas… 

 

 

THE SMEDS AND THE SMOOS 

Enjoy this animation of the classic book by Julia Donaldson. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SNOWMAN TRAIL in HITCHIN 

 

Cala Homes has funded a sculpture trail in 

partnership with Wild in Art to celebrate the 

much-loved story by Raymond Briggs of The 

Snowman. The trail will be in Hitchin Town 

Centre until January 2023. It is free to take 

part.  

 

You can download the FREE trail map, 

activity book and certificate – all the 

information you need to take part is here: 

 

https://www.cala.co.uk/snowmantrailhitchin 

 

The trail hopes to encourage donations to three charities: Samaritans, Asthma + Lung UK and 

Open Art Box. 

 

 

 

 

OLD TOWN TRAIL 

 

The Christmas displays in shop windows in the 
High Street in Stevenage Old Town will include an 

item that’s inappropriate, inaccurate or plain silly.  
We can’t give you any clues as to what these errors 
might be because that would spoil the competition!  
 
Competitors can pick up maps at all the participating 
venues, which will show them where to look out for the 
errors. Then all they need to do is write down what the 

mistakes are, alongside the name of the venue.  
 
Whoever correctly spots all the errors and gives the 

best answer to the tie-breaker question will receive a 
tempting prize. 
 

The competition will be running from Saturday 26 

November (the date of the Christmas lights 

switch-on in the Old Town) until Christmas Eve.  

This event has been organised by Stevenage Old Town 

Business & Community Partnership. Further details can 

be obtained from Jo at Cardies in the High Street or by 

emailing sotbcp@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cala.co.uk/snowmantrailhitchin


 

 

WARM SPACES 

The aim is for Warm Spaces to be free or offer low-cost 

options where you can go to keep warm whilst you 

relax or work.  

It may be a community centre, church or library that you are 

free to visit. Or it could be a coffee shop where people are 
free to work for the price of a drink or even times of the week when you are able to stay with no obligation 
to pay/buy. 

With a cost of living & climate crisis, many of us are facing tough decisions. Some of us have moved to 
working from home following the pandemic and are facing a winter with increased energy bills. Others are 
facing even harder decisions about whether to heat or eat.  

Warm Spaces is designed to signpost anyone in need of warmth, to a warm space to share with others.  

Find out more here https://warmspaces.org 

 

WELLBEING SUPPORT 

ReachOut offers online messaging and a 
helpline for children and young people and 
their parents to contact them about low 

level mental health issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
HELP FOR HOUSEHOLDS 
 
We are all feeling the pinch of the cost of living crisis. 
 
The government is offering help for households. Please follow the link and find out what cost of 
living support you could be eligible for. 

https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk 

 

https://warmspaces.org/spaces
https://warmspaces.org/
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/


 

 

EAT FOR LESS  
We are all feeling the pinch of the cost of living crisis.  

Each week, we plan to share a recipe from a child or a member of Team 

Woolenwick to include a shopping list and recipe for a cost-effective 

family meal. If you make this meal at home, we’d love to see a photo 

and hear your comments. 

 

You may like to explore the budget recipes available online from supermarkets: 

https://realfood.tesco.com/budget-meals.html 

https://www.asda.com/good-living/category/budget-meals 

 

WALK ONCE AWEEK (WOW) 

 

Why are we encouraging walking to school? 

A generation ago, 70% of us walked to school. Now, it’s less than half that. We want to reverse the trend. 

 

Top 3 reasons why walking will benefit you and 

your family: 

 Happier children – children who walk to school 

arrive refreshed, fit and ready to learn. 

 Cleaner air – by walking to school, you can help 

improve the quality of air your child is breathing. 

 Road safety – the walk to school is another 

opportunity for your child to learn road safety.                                                    

You will also contribute to fewer cars being on  

our local roads, making them safer. 

 

 
HEALTH AND SAFETY  
Following a health and safety audit please keep your children safe: 
 

 NO PARKING ON SITE, including for breakfast club drop off. Please park on the road. 

 KEEP THE PEDESTRIAN GATES CLOSED 

Please keep your children safe …. always close the pedestrian gates when entering 

or leaving the school site. 

 KEEP TO THE FOOTPATHS 
Please use the zebra crossing markings, keep to the footpaths when walking to/from school.                                   

DO NOT WALK ON THE DRIVEWAY.  

 CYCLING AND SCOOTERS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS  

Please remember bullet point 4 of the Cycle Permit notes ‘children must not ride their bikes/ 

scooters in school grounds, they must wheel them in and out of school via the pedestrian gate, 

giving way to pedestrians.’  We do not want any accidents. 

 

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together

https://realfood.tesco.com/budget-meals.html
https://www.asda.com/good-living/category/budget-meals


 

 

 

   

 


