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Dear Parents and Carers, 

BLACK HISTORY 

This October at Woolenwick, as in previous years, we have embraced Black History Season. Although our 
curriculum plays a significant role in teaching our children about the importance of showing respect and 
tolerance for all individuals, we choose to take time to join other schools, universities and institutions to 
make a specific focus on this national event with a focus around recognising the contributions and 
achievements of Black people, both from our local community and the wider world.  

 

This year the theme for Black History Month’s celebrations is ‘Time to Change: Action Not Words.’ The 

campaign aims to acknowledge that to get to a better tomorrow, we can’t just focus on the past. The past is 

in the past. We can acknowledge and learn from it, but to improve the future, we need action, not words. 

We need to come together around a shared common goal to achieve a better world for everyone. 

 

This year’s Black History Month in October is more important than ever. It’s not just a month to celebrate 

the continued achievements and contributions of Black people to the UK and around the world. It’s also a 

time for continued action to tackle racism, reclaim Black history, and ensure Black history is represented and 

celebrated all year round. 

 
 
GREATER REPRESENTATION 
 
We are delighted that our case study has been published in the 

Herts for Learning publication ‘Greater Representation.’ The case 

study demonstrates our commitment to being an actively anti-

racist school. 

 

PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT 

Thank you for coming into school this week to share your child’s 

learning and view the classrooms. We are looking forward to next 

week when we will hold parent consultations and coffee mornings 

for parents and carers. 

Have a restful weekend, 

Usha and Team Woolenwick 

 

 



 

 

PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT 

 

Thank you for your feedback following this week’s opportunity to share your child’s learning and view the 

classrooms. Here are a few of the comments: 

 

“Wonderful to see the children’s learning. I can see the progression my child has made. I’m really pleased. 

Thank you for your hard work.” Year 2 parent 

“So lovely to see my child’s classroom and look through her learning. Thank you for inviting us.” Year 2 

parent 

“We loved seeing our child’s learning and his lovely classroom with all the different areas. Thank you.” Year 

2 parents 

“Really great and lovely to see my child’s learning. I can see all the hard work teaching. Thank you so 

much.” Year 2 parent 

”I have enjoyed looking around the classroom and reading my child’s books. My child loves school and was 

excited to show me what she’s been up to!” Year 2 parent 

“I loved that our child was able to share her work with us and the areas the children can relax and read in.” 

Year 2 parent 

“It’s lovely to come in and see my child’s learning and classroom.” Year 1 parent 

“I can see a massive improvement in my child’s work this year. I am extremely proud of his hard work and 

the teachers who are working closely with him to achieve good learning.” Year 1 parent 

“It’s lovely to see the great classroom environment.” Year 1 parent 

“It was lovely to see how excited my child was to show me her classroom and how much work she has been 

doing.” Year 1 parent 

“Thank you for all your hard work in educating my child.” Year 1 parent 

“Thank you for taking the time to show us the wonderful classroom, it is bright and cheerful, and it is easy 

to see how happy the children are.” Year 1 grandparents   

“Thank you for having us. Lovely classroom with lots to do. Very impressed!” Reception parent 

“A lovely school with great teachers. Thank you for inviting us in.” Reception parent 

“Lovely to come and see the children’s learning areas and see the relationships they’ve built with peers and 

adults.” Reception parent 

“Lovely to see such a great classroom.” Reception parent 

 

 



 

 

LEARNING HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK 

NURSERY   

We retold the story of ‘Hugin and the Carrot’ using natural resources we found in the 

forest. 

 

RECEPTION  

Linked to the ‘Funnybones’ book, we had so much fun drawing around Miss Plummer to 

create an outline in chalk and then exploring how to put the human skeleton together 

within the shape! Ask the children to tell you all about it! 

 

 

MAPLE CLASS 

We have been creating our own list of poems about our 

favourite aspects of nature after listening to the poem 

‘My Beautiful Voice’  

by Joseph Coelho, the Waterstones Children’s Laureate. 

 

HAZEL CLASS 

We have created mixed media artwork representing our 

beautiful voices after reading ‘My Beautiful Voice’ by 

Joseph Coelho. 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRCH CLASS 

We read Dame Floella Benjamin’s book Coming to 

England and learned about the Windrush 

generation. 

 

ELDER CLASS 

As part of Black History Month, we have been 

exploring the text ‘Coming to England’ by Dame 
Floella Benjamin. We explored how Floella felt 

when she arrived from Trinidad. 
 

 



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

We were delighted to see that Paige’s and Liamari’s ECO designs 

have been made into posters and displayed around the town. Their 

designs had already been emblazoned on the sides of Stevenage 

Refuse Trucks.  

 

Look out for their artwork and the important message to make 

Stevenage litter-free.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

STEVENAGE BETTER 

Congratulations to Fabian and Darcie who were 

shortlisted in the recent competition to name the exciting 

new event area being created where the old bus station 

was situated in the town centre. 

Alison Teschner and Ishbel Brierley from the Stevenage 

Visitor Centre presented the children with goodie bags to 

congratulate them on this achievement. Fabian’s idea was 

‘Bustling Stevenage’ and Darcie’s idea was ‘The Sunshine 

Square.’ 

The children created 3D models to explain their ideas – 

these will now be displayed in the window of the Visitor 

Centre in the town square. 

The winning name, Event Island, was devised by 14-year-

old Katie from the John Henry Newman School. We are all 

looking forward to visiting the new space when it opens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Thought of the week:  
 

 
National Poetry Day: You see me, You 
hear me, I belong. 

 
The children have been focusing on the 
poems of Joseph Coelho and others. 

  
Joseph Coelho is a British poet and children's book author who 
was elected Children's Laureate in 2022. He has dedicated his 
career to making poetry accessible to all, with a focus on children 

and young people. 
 
It is so important for children to be able to see themselves in the 
books and poems they read, and in the stories and rhymes that 

they hear.  
 

Children have been enjoying books from our Autumn Reading 
Spine (see website). These books have main characters and 
themes that enable children to see themselves reflected. 
 

 



 

 

 

Building Learning Power value:  

Relationships 

 

Music for the week  

Our Artist of the Week is Marvin Gaye. 

 
We have been learning more about his music and listening to tracks from his 1971 

album 'What's Going On' including 'Mercy Mercy Me'. 

 

Featuring piano and multi-track vocals from Gaye, the beautiful 'Mercy Mercy Me' was 

the second single to be released with lyrics that reflect upon the environmental destruction that was making 

the headlines around the world at the time. 

 

You can listen to a live version of the track together here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQu892GGbts 

 
 

YOGA POSE OF THE WEEK 

 
This week the children have started to think about autumn in their Yoga classes and thinking about the 
change in weather, animal behaviours and nature around them. They have practised balancing like a tree 

and migrating south like a bird. To balance, the children need to think about keeping calm, concentrating 
and engaging their core muscles. When they find balance, they find a calmness and sense of achievement. 
Why not ask them to show you this pose at home. Namaste. 
 

  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQu892GGbts


 

 

WELLBEING SUPPORT 

ReachOut offers online messaging and a helpline for children and young people and their parents to contact 

them about low level mental health issues. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

REMINDERS 

 
Drop off and pick up times  
 

Reception 8.40am – 3.05pm 
Year 1 8.40am – 3.10pm 

Year 2 8.40am – 3.20pm 
 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY UPDATE 
Following a health and safety audit please keep your children safe: 
 

 NO PARKING ON SITE, including for breakfast club drop off. Please park on the road. 

 
 KEEP THE PEDESTRIAN GATES CLOSED 

Please keep your children safe …. always close the pedestrian gates when entering 
or leaving the school site. 

 

 
 KEEP TO THE FOOTPATHS 

Please use the zebra crossing markings, keep to the footpaths when walking to/from school.                                   

DO NOT WALK ON THE DRIVEWAY.  

 

 CYCLING AND SCOOTERS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS  

Please remember bullet point 4 of the Cycle Permit notes ‘children must not ride their bikes/ 

scooters in school grounds, they must wheel them in and out of school via the pedestrian gate, 

giving way to pedestrians.’  We do not want any accidents. 

 

What’s coming up . . . 

NEXT WEEK . . .  

 Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th October -    
PARENT CONSULTATIONS for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

Please arrive promptly for your appointment 

 
 Tuesday 18th October at drop off –  

COFFEE MORNING for Nursery and Reception parents/carers 

 Friday 21st October at drop off –  

COFFEE MORNING for Year 1 and Year 2 parents/carers 

 



 

 

EAT FOR LESS  
  

We are all feeling the pinch of the ‘Cost of Living’ crisis.  

Each week, we plan to share a recipe from a child or a member of Team Woolenwick 

to include a shopping list and recipe for a cost-effective family meal.  

 

If you make this meal at home, we’d love to see a photo and hear your 

comments. 

 

You may like to explore the budget recipes available online from supermarkets: 

https://realfood.tesco.com/budget-meals.html 

https://www.asda.com/good-living/category/budget-meals 

 

FUN TIME FOR LESS 

Free or low-cost events coming up in Stevenage and surrounding areas… 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://realfood.tesco.com/budget-meals.html
https://www.asda.com/good-living/category/budget-meals


 

 

SAFER ROUTES TO SCHOOL 

 

Why are we encouraging walking to school? 

A generation ago, 70% of us walked to school. Now, it’s less than half that. We want to reverse the trend. 

 

Top 3 reasons why walking will benefit you and your family: 
 Happier children – children who walk to school arrive refreshed, fit and ready to learn. 

 Cleaner air – by walking to school, you can help improve the quality of air your child is 

breathing. 

 Road safety – the walk to school is another opportunity for your child to learn road safety.                                                    

You will also contribute to fewer cars being on our local roads, making them safer. 

 

 
 

 

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together



 

 

 

   

 


