AUTUMN TERM NEWSLETTER No.7
Friday 4th November 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,
It certainly feels Autumnal now! The second half of this Autumn term is very busy with many exciting
learning events planned, including the Christmas festivities! We hope you will be able to join us for some of
the activities detailed further down the newsletter.
Please enjoy fireworks safely tomorrow.
Wishing you all a good weekend.

Usha and Team Woolenwick

Thought of the week: I can be safe
Remember, Remember the 5th of November
We have been learning about the history of Guy Fawkes Night and about the firework
safety code.

Building Learning Power value: Resourcefulness

Music for the week
Our Artist of the Week is George Frideric Handel
Music for Fireworks
In anticipation of Guy Fawkes Night, we have been
listening to this piece of explosive music inspired by fire
by composer George Frideric Handel.
In 1749, King George II requested that Handel compose a suite to
accompany a grand firework display in London's Green Park. The work was so highly anticipated that over
12,000 people tried to travel to Vauxhall Gardens to watch a full rehearsal, bringing the surrounding streets
to a complete standstill for several hours. On the day of the firework display, Handel’s music outshined the
fireworks themselves – the weather was poor and one of the wooden pavilions built specially for the
occasion caught fire. The music is full of pride and vigour and continues to be frequently performed for
stately occasions. At the 2012 Proms Hervé Niquet and French Baroque group, Le Concert Spirituel,
performed the work on period instruments.
Watch and listen here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fNqJ8mED1VE

YOGA POSE OF THE WEEK
The yoga classes have continued to focus on the season of Autumn.
The children have completed poses for animals that are preparing to hibernate
like hedgehogs and foxes, and those that might migrate to warmer climates
such as whales and butterflies. They have had time to think about the Autumn
colours of gold, red and orange and the shapes of leaves as they fall to the
ground around us.

CONGRATULATIONS
After the success of Hattie's last car boot sale for the Guide Dogs (inspired by school), Hattie and her family
held another one! This time, Hattie’s sister chose the charity, and the girls raised a whopping £160.32 for
the RNLI. A great morning’s work! We are very proud of you both.

LEARNING HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK
NURSERY
We enjoyed exploring our Autumn
treasures and using them to create
our own characters, inspired by The
Leaf Man story.

RECEPTION In Forest School, we enjoyed a treat of hot chocolate around the campfire
whilst watching the sparkler display. We then made our own sparklers and fireworks
back in the classroom.
MAPLE CLASS
We created fireworks safety posters to explain to other children why they need to be
safe and follow the rules.
HAZEL CLASS
We used our senses to write about bonfire night, thinking about what we might see,
hear, feel, smell and taste.
BIRCH CLASS
We explored the forest and compared our forest to forests around the world.
ELDER CLASS
We have been exploring bonfire night and learning facts about Guy Fawkes. In Art, we
thought about pattern and line to create firework pictures with metallic felt tips.

GOVERNOR OF THE WEEK
Every week, we will spotlight one of the school Governors.

ANNE PRICE – Vice Chair of Governors

“I have been a Governor at Woolenwick Infant and Nursery
School for over 12 years and Vice Chair for most of them. I spent
my working life as a radiographer originally at Lister but latterly
at Beds and Herts Breast screening.
I am a Lay Minister and many of you will have seen me leading
the Harvest festival at church. Also, I come into school at
Christmas and Easter.
I love coming in and meeting the children. It is such a warm and
welcoming place. It is a joy to be involved in the school as a
Governor. Come and join us!”

COMING UP…


Weeks beginning 7th NOVEMBER and 14th NOVEMBER – Little Wandle workshops



FRIDAY 18th NOVEMBER – Children in Need – Wear Spots, Raise Lots!
The Stevenage Sporting Futures team will be in school this week, leading ‘Pudsey’ work
outs for all classes.



TUESDAY 29th NOVEMBER – Christmas Post Box and Christmas Shop open



FRIDAY 2nd DECEMBER – Festive Jumper Day – see flyer



Week beginning 5th DECEMBER – The Snowman Trail at the Indoor Market
Join your class to walk to the market and take part in the trail
Miss Nicholls’ Class – Wednesday 7th December at 9.10am
Mrs Patel-Martin’s Class – Wednesday 7th December at 9.40am
Miss Clark’s Class – Wednesday 7th December at 10.10am
Mr Bailes’ Class – Wednesday 7th December at 10.40am
Reception – Friday 9th December at 9.10am



SATURDAY 10th DECEMBER – FESTIVE SINGING at our stall at the Indoor Market –
Come and join the staff team from 10.30am – 12noon to help bring some festive cheer to
Stevenage!



Week beginning 12th DECEMBER – Festive Concerts
Nursery – in Nursery Garden
Monday 12th December 11.30am for Morning Nursery parents
Monday 12th December at 12.30pm for Afternoon Nursery parents
Reception – Monday 12th December at drop off
Year 1 – Monday 12th December at 2.15pm
Year 2 – Wednesday 14th December at 2.15pm



TUESDAY 13th DECEMBER – Pantomime at Gordon Craig theatre



THURSDAY 15th DECEMBER – Year 2 Choir festive singing at Westgate Centre



FRIDAY 16th DECEMBER – Entertainer and Christmas parties. We are keeping our
fingers crossed for a special visitor all the way from Lapland to stop by.



FRIDAY 16th DECEMBER - Last day for 15-hour Nursery children



MONDAY 19th DECEMBER – Christmas lunch



TUESDAY 20th DECEMBER – Last day for children before the break.
Early finishing times:
30-hour Nursery children – 12.30pm
Reception – 12.30pm
Year 1 – 1.00pm
Year 2 – 1.00pm

FUN TIME FOR LESS
Free or low-cost events coming up in Stevenage and surrounding areas…
FREE ORGANISED FIREWORK DISPLAY
Fairlands Valley Park firework display returns this Saturday 5th
November.
The FREE event opens at 6.30pm with food and refreshments available
from vendors. The display starts at 7.30pm.
For more information visit:
www.stevenage.gov.uk/news-and-events/events/fireworkdisplay

STEVENAGE MUSEUM
Free activities inspired by Bonfire Night.

FREE POPPY MAKING WORKSHOPS
Book a FREE place for the poppy making workshop at
Stevenage Indoor Market on Saturday 5th November
from 10am – 2pm.
Book here: indoor.market@stevenage.gov.uk

CHRISTMAS

EAT FOR LESS
We are all feeling the pinch of the ‘Cost of Living’ crisis.
Each week, we plan to share a recipe from a child or a member of
Team Woolenwick to include a shopping list and recipe for a costeffective family meal.
If you make this meal at home, we’d love to see a photo and
hear your comments.
You may like to explore the budget recipes available online from
supermarkets:
https://realfood.tesco.com/budget-meals.html
https://www.asda.com/good-living/category/budget-meals

WELLBEING SUPPORT
ReachOut offers online messaging and a
helpline for children and young people and
their parents to contact them about low
level mental health issues.

HELP FOR HOUSEHOLDS
We are all feeling the pinch of the cost-of-living crisis.
The government is offering help for households. Please follow the link and find out what cost of
living support you could be eligible for.
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk

WALK ONCE AWEEK (WOW)
Why are we encouraging walking to school?
A generation ago, 70% of us walked to school. Now, it’s less than half that. We want to reverse the trend.
Top 3 reasons why walking will benefit you and
your family:
 Happier children – children who walk to
school arrive refreshed, fit and ready to learn.
 Cleaner air – by walking to school, you can
help improve the quality of air your child is
breathing.
 Road safety – the walk to school is another
opportunity for your child to learn road
safety.
You will also contribute to fewer cars being on
our local roads, making them safer.

REMINDER
Drop off and pick up times

Reception
Year 1
Year 2

8.40am – 3.10pm
8.40am – 3.15pm
8.40am – 3.20pm

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Following a health and safety audit please keep your children safe:


NO PARKING ON SITE, including for breakfast club drop off. Please park on the road.



KEEP THE PEDESTRIAN GATES CLOSED
Please keep your children safe …. always close the pedestrian gates when entering
or leaving the school site.
KEEP TO THE FOOTPATHS
Please use the zebra crossing markings, keep to the footpaths when walking to/from school.
DO NOT WALK ON THE DRIVEWAY.





CYCLING AND SCOOTERS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS
Please remember bullet point 4 of the Cycle Permit notes ‘children must not ride their bikes/
scooters in school grounds, they must wheel them in and out of school via the pedestrian gate,
giving way to pedestrians.’ We do not want any accidents.

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together

