
 

 

                                                                                                      SPRING TERM NEWSLETTER No.8                                                                                                                   

Friday 10th March 2023 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

NEW WOODLAND AREA AT FAIRLANDS VALLEY PARK 

The time has come to vote on the final name for the new woodland which so many of you helped 

to plant early in the year. 

The shortlisted names are: 

 Fairlands Forest Kings Wood 

 Valley Wood 

 Coronation Wood 

 Fairlane Wood 

 Queen Elizabeth Wood 

 Heartland Wood 

 Attenborough Wood 

 Fox Wood 

 Strong Oak Wood 

The old word for Stevenage is 

Stigenace. It means ‘place at the 

strong oak (tree).’

 

Cast your vote here: 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=X1UbZ3Qbh0qhdLN9KxebJPG7KT2Si0xJkn45_bYhd5BUMFZZWTU5U0

FHTlJFV1BLQ1BLOFVENEwyUS4u 

You can also vote in person via a ballot box at Daneshill House. Voting will close on Sunday 19th 

March. The name with the most votes will be the winner. 

 

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

 

We have been enjoying looking at the photos submitted so far 

for this year’s Nature Photography Competition. There is still 

time to enter, although there are just a few days left until 

entry closes on Wednesday next week, 15th March. 

Remember that the photo must be taken by the child. 

Children should NOT feature in the photograph. 

The photo can be any aspect of nature – a bird, a flower, 

habitats, animals, or any other aspect of the natural world.  

Each child may submit just one photo. Please send your child’s entry here:  

naturephotocompetition@woolenwickinfants.herts.sch.uk  

Greg from SPLAAT photography will be shortlisting two photographs per class and then the 

children will all have one vote for their favourite. First, second and third winners will receive 

their framed photograph in assembly and everyone who enters will receive a certificate. 

Please enjoy time in nature as you choose what to photograph! 

 

Wishing you all a good weekend. 

Usha and Team Woolenwick 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=X1UbZ3Qbh0qhdLN9KxebJPG7KT2Si0xJkn45_bYhd5BUMFZZWTU5U0FHTlJFV1BLQ1BLOFVENEwyUS4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=X1UbZ3Qbh0qhdLN9KxebJPG7KT2Si0xJkn45_bYhd5BUMFZZWTU5U0FHTlJFV1BLQ1BLOFVENEwyUS4u
mailto:naturephotocompetition@woolenwickinfants.herts.sch.uk


 

 

Thought of the week: Speak Out, Stay Safe. 
 
In assembly this week, we watched the NSPCC’s 
virtual assembly. Buddy, the NSPCC mascot, was 
introduced. Buddy supports children to find a 

trusted adult if they feel worried.  

 
Find out more here:  Speak out Stay safe | NSPCC 
 

 

BLP Value of the Week: Relationships 

 
 

Music for the week Miles Davis - 'All Blues' 
 
'All Blues' remains one of the most incredible pieces of Jazz 

music ever written.  Although Jazz music can often be difficult 

to play and very complicated (without overplaying), 'All Blues' 

is deceptively simple 12-bar blues.  

'All Blues' was released in 1959 as part of Miles Davis' 'Kind of Blue' album. For 

the album recording, Davis assembled a group of fantastic musicians 

including saxophonists John Coltrane and Cannonball Adderley as well as 

pianist Bill Evans. 

You can listen together here: Miles Davis - All Blues (Official Audio) - YouTube 

 

YOGA POSES OF THE WEEK 
The children have continued to focus on making 
circles with parts of their body in yoga and 
thinking about signs of spring with animal life 
cycles. The year 2 classes have continued to 
work on their sun salutation linking breath and 
movement.  All children have had time to 
explore joints in their body, focusing on the 
range of motion available with a ball and socket 
joint, focusing on hips and ankles.  They all 
completed the lifecycle of the frog through 
movement and holding poses whilst focusing 
on their breath. Namaste. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/our-services/working-with-schools/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-488UORrfJ0&list=RD-488UORrfJ0&start_radio=1


 

 

SWIFT BOX 
A huge thank you to Paradise Wildlife Park who have donated a sustainably 

made swift box to our school. This is part of a wider project to provide over 
300 swift boxes in Hertfordshire. This supports the RSPB’s aim for 

organisations to provide 1000 new swift habitats this year. 
Swifts are incredible birds who spend most of their life in flight and even sleep 

on the wing! 
The swift boxes are made from offcuts of wood when building 

new habitats for sun bears, binturongs and otters. The boxes 
include a QR code linking to education resources, information 

and even a ‘swift mapper’ to log sightings. 
Mr Richmond will be siting the new swift box in a suitable 

position, preferably under the eaves, above 5 metres from the 

ground, North West facing and away from pathways and 
playgrounds. 

Find out more about swifts on the RSPB site: https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-
and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/swift/ 

Find out more about Paradise Wildlife Park: https://www.pwpark.com 
NB Paradise will be rebranding to ‘Hertfordshire Zoo’ next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/swift/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/swift/
https://www.pwpark.com/


 

 

SPORTING HEROES 
 
Charlie, Keren, Hattie and Louis were awarded with sporting hero trophies in assembly this week 

and will look after them for the whole week.  

Charlie received his award for scoring a hat-trick, great teamwork, and winning Man of the Match 
last week playing for IMI Football Academy. 
Keren received the award for brilliant Gymnastics and for great relationships – helping others when 
they need help. “I’m good at handstands because I practise.” 
Hattie and Louis both play for Datchworth Rugby Team. The trophies were awarded for developing 
new rugby skills and using their relationships, playing as part of a team.  

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

 

REMINDER 

Drop off and pick up times  

Reception 8.40am – 3.10pm 

Year 1  8.40am – 3.15pm 

Year 2  8.40am – 3.20pm 

 

THE GREEN GATES WILL CLOSE AT 8.50AM. 
 

Arriving late for school impacts learning time and can make children feel unsettled. 
 
Lateness 
If your child arrives late i.e., after the class register has been taken at 8.50am, they must come to the 
school office and sign in using the electronic system. We are required to keep a record of children who arrive 

late and persistently late. A meeting will be organised to organise a plan of action to address the matter. 
 

The School Attendance Improvement Officer (AI0) visits the school regularly to check and monitor every 

child’s attendance and lateness. When your child is absent from school s/he misses the learning 

opportunities and experiences that have been planned. Each and every day is very important. 

Learning across the curriculum is planned for and developed over sequences of lessons. Each lesson is 

therefore important. Please make every effort to ensure your child attends school every day. We are doing 

our best to ensure your child succeeds. If your child is absent, it is important telephone the school and let us 

know.  

 

Every child and class need to be hitting 95% weekly attendance target. If you should have any 

worries or concerns about your child’s attendance, please share them with the school. In the first instance 

please speak to your child’s class teacher. We take pride in working in partnership with all our families. 

Unless we are aware of any concern or worry you may have then we are unable to help you.  

 

 

BLUE PETER GREEN BADGE CHALLENGE 
 

Enjoy completing the challenge together. To earn a badge, each child must 
complete one ECO activity. There are lots of suggestions on the flyer sent 
home. Many children took part in planting trees as part of the new woodland 

in Fairlands Park – this activity counts.  
 
As well as submitting photos to Blue Peter, please send them into school. 

We would love to see them! We will make a display in school and share 

some on the newsletters.  

 

As part of the application for a GREEN BADGE, there are also some questions 

to answer. Please enjoy discussing the activity you choose to complete and why you are doing it. 

Adults can type in the child’s words for the answers. 

 

Enjoy taking part and making a positive difference to the environment as ECO Warriors. 

 How to get a Blue Peter Green Badge | Earth Day 2022 | Environmental activities for kids - CBBC - BBC 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/findoutmore/blue-peter-apply-for-a-green-badge


 

 

COMING UP… 
 

 MONDAY 13TH MARCH – Phonics workshop – 9am – sign up for a place 
 

 TUESDAY 14TH MARCH – Phonics workshop – 9am – sign up for a place 
 

 WEDNESDAY 15TH MARCH – Phonics workshop – 9am – sign up for a place  
 

 WEDNESDAY 15TH MARCH – Closing date for the Nature Photography Competition 
 

 THURSDAY 16TH MARCH – Scooter training for Miss Nicholls’ class  

 

 THURSDAY 16TH MARCH – POP UP SPRING SALE after school – items to decorate 
springtime bonnets, hats and eggs. How EGGS-citing! 
 

 FRIDAY 17TH MARCH – Scooter training for Mrs Patel-Martin’s class 
 

 FRIDAY 17TH MARCH – Mini Olympics for Year 1 and Year 2 – Come to school in your PE kit 
 

 THURSDAY 23RD MARCH – Year 2 choir singing at the Westgate Centre at 10.30am. 
Parents/Carers/Grandparents/Friends welcome to attend 
 

 MONDAY 27TH MARCH – Decorated Egg competition and Easter Bonnet/Hat parade for 
Nursery and Reception parents at drop off 
 

 TUESDAY 28TH MARCH – Decorated Egg competition and Easter Bonnet/Hat parade for 
Year 1 parents at drop off 
 

 WEDNESDAY 29TH MARCH - Decorated Egg competition and Easter Bonnet/Hat parade for 
Year 2 parents at drop off 
 

 THURSDAY 20TH APRIL – Book Look - after school 
 

 FRIDAY 28TH APRIL - Bling Up your bike/scooter/shoes - parent/child workshops in 

classrooms– see flyer to follow 
 

 TUESDAY 25TH APRIL - Face-to-Face Parent/ Carer Consultations – Slots available from 

1.00PM – 5.00PM 
 

 WEDNESDAY 26TH APRIL - Face-to-Face Parent/ Carer Consultations – Slots available from 
1.00PM – 5.00PM 

 
WHEELY IMPORTANT REQUEST 

 

 

 

 

As a Green Flag ECO School, we are committed to working towards the UN’s Sustainable 

Development Global Goals through the curriculum. 

This year we are particularly focusing on sustainable travel. We have lots of exciting elements planned, 

including parent partnership workshops and events as we move through the year. 

In preparation, we need your help! 

We are looking for all kinds of wheels – pram wheel, scooter wheels, bicycle wheels etc.  

Please donate any unwanted or wonky wheels that you have and please do keep an eye out for unwanted 

wheels and think of us. Please send any wheel donations into school.  



 

 

LEARNING HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK 

Nursery 

This week, we are being Scientists. We are testing our predictions of what will 

happen to a piece of bread if we all touched it without washing our hands. As 

scientists, we discussed, we need to be patient and that sometimes 

experiments do not work. We are observing any changes, supported through 

discussion and non-fiction text. 

 

Here are some of our predictions: 

“It will turn into something else.” 

“A virus might melt it.” 

“I think it will change colour.” 

“It will melt then disappear.” 

“I’m not really sure.” 

Watch this space for our findings! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reception 

We have continued to develop our oral storytelling skills. Following our 

learning around the story rainbow plan for our story, we all enjoyed listening to 

Mr Robinson retell the story using props. The children joined in to add sound 

effects with instruments, including for the ‘large loud machine’ and the ‘oak 

tree of life’ in the story. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 1 
We have enjoyed bareboning our ECO story, The Magic Bike. In the story, 

the main character travels by bike to a number of settings, including the 

Matterhorn Mountain in the Swiss Alps, the Pyramids and the Sphinx in 

Egypt and another location of the children’s choice.  

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 2 

In Science, we set ourselves a STEAM challenge to build a bridge that would 

hold 50g. The children tried out lots of different designs with varying success. 

Elder class set the challenge using just one sheet of recycled paper. Evelyn 

folded her paper into a bowl shape. This design held 210g! 

Birch class set the challenge using one sheet of tissue paper and two sheets of 

recycled paper. One group created a bridge that held 2700g! Louis explained 

his group’s successful method: “We zigzagged the recycled paper and then put 

three torn pieces of tissue paper on top because we thought it would be thicker 

to hold the weight.”  

 

  

  



 

 

FUN TIME FOR LESS 

Please let us know your suggestions for future newsletters. 

 
IROKO – ONLINE MUSIC EVENT 

Register FREE to join the Launch of ‘Home from Home.’ - Celebrating British Nigerian 

Heritage on Eventbrite. The event is taking place on Wednesday 29th March from 5.45pm – 

7.30pm. This will be an evening of live performances, afrobeat music and talks.  

Click the link for more information and to register: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-launch-of-home-from-home-celebrating-british-nigerian-

heritage-tickets-571916947987?aff=eand 

This promises to be a lively event; we certainly all enjoyed working with Alex from 

IROKO theatre last summer!  

 

 

LIBRARY EVENTS   

 

The Library hosts lots of free and low-cost events and activities. 

Full programme here: Events and things to do at the library | Hertfordshire County Council 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-launch-of-home-from-home-celebrating-british-nigerian-heritage-tickets-571916947987?aff=eand
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-launch-of-home-from-home-celebrating-british-nigerian-heritage-tickets-571916947987?aff=eand
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/events-and-things-to-do/library-events.aspx


 

 

 

STEVENAGE MUSEUM 

 

This Saturday, take part in the drop in workshop to share 

ideas for what you would like to see in your town. The 

museum will create a collaborative installation from 

everyone’s creations to express the vision of a future 

Stevenage.      

Next weekend, join the ‘Spring Animals’ event for the 

chance to see furry and scaly animals, including rabbits and 

guinea pigs -  and take part in fun activities such as face 

painting and arts and crafts. 

 

 

    
 

The Museum hosts lots of free and low-cost events and activities. 

Full programme here:  

https://www.stevenage.gov.uk/stevenage-museum 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stevenage.gov.uk/stevenage-museum


 

 

JUNCTION 7 CREATIVES 

 

J7C are hosting FREE ‘Creative Saturdays’ every week. 

This week and next week, join local artist Sandy 

Williams to explore paint! 

   

Whilst at J7C, you may also like to spend time looking at 

the work of local sculptor, Martin James Bushell. Here is 

Martin and some of his sculptures: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

STEVENAGE CYCLING HUB 

 
There are a wide selection of courses running for children over the Easter Break. 

 Beginner Biking - cannot ride unaided 

 Fun Skills - can ride but below school year 3 

 Bikeability Level 1 - can ride year 3 or 4 

 Bikeability Level 2 - can ride year 5+ 

 Bikeability Level 3 - achieved level 2 & year 6+ 

Children’s courses Link   

 

There are still a very small number of places left on our adult Absolute Beginner course 
that runs over 3 consecutive Saturdays starting on the 18th March 

Adult Absolute Beginner course Link  

 

 

 
STEVENAGE DAY 

 

This fantastic FREE annual event is 

taking place on Sunday 11th June on 

the King George V playing field.  

 

This year’s theme will focus on arts 

and culture in our community, the 

King’s Coronation, and the Women’s 

World Cup, with lots of free activities, 

including a main performance area 

and the twin stages of Rock in the 

Park. 

 

Our dance group will be performing at 

this event. More details to follow. 

https://stevenagecyclinghub.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e58da08168c043d7933f7a4f2&id=29ca1cadf4&e=e1533c2066
https://stevenagecyclinghub.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e58da08168c043d7933f7a4f2&id=a97319bed1&e=e1533c2066


 

 

STEVENAGE INDOOR MARKET AND TOWN CENTRE 

 

  

 

 

 

EAT FOR LESS  
  

We are all feeling the pinch of the ‘Cost of Living’ crisis.  

If you need support, please reach out, there is help available.  

Local food bank information here: 

http://stevenage-vineyard.co.uk/compassion/foodshed/ 

https://feedupwarmup.co.uk/help/food-bank/stevenage/ 

Please let us know if you have a recipe to share for a cost-effective family 

meal. Please include a shopping list with costs and where to purchase.  

If you make a featured meal at home, we’d love to see a photo and hear your comments. 

 

You may like to explore the budget recipes available online from supermarkets: 

https://realfood.tesco.com/budget-meals.html 

https://www.asda.com/good-living/category/budget-meals 

 

http://stevenage-vineyard.co.uk/compassion/foodshed/
https://feedupwarmup.co.uk/help/food-bank/stevenage/
https://realfood.tesco.com/budget-meals.html
https://www.asda.com/good-living/category/budget-meals


 

 

WALK ONCE A WEEK (WoW)           

We continue to work with the national charity, Living Streets on an exciting ‘Walk to School’ 

project. WoW encourages families to walk to school at least once a week throughout the year. 

Why are we encouraging walking to school? 

A generation ago, 70% of us walked to school. Now, it’s less than half that. We want to reverse 

the trend. 

 

Top 3 reasons why walking will benefit you and your family: 

 Happier children – children who walk to school arrive refreshed, fit and ready to learn. 

 Cleaner air – by walking to school, you can help improve the quality of air your child is breathing. 

 Road safety – the walk to school is another opportunity for your child to learn road safety.                                                    

You will also contribute to fewer cars being on our local roads, making them safer. 

 

WELLBEING SUPPORT 

JUST TALK 
If you’re feeling low, anxious, or generally struggling, there are lots of services available to help you, all year 
round. Please always ask for support if you need it and don’t ever struggle on alone. 
The services below are all free.  
They don’t need a professional referral, so you can contact them directly. 

https://www.justtalkherts.org/news-and-campaigns/mental-health-support-for-hertfordshire-children-and-

young-people.aspx 

ReachOut offers online messaging and a helpline for children and young people and their parents to contact 
them about low level mental health issues. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.justtalkherts.org/news-and-campaigns/mental-health-support-for-hertfordshire-children-and-young-people.aspx
https://www.justtalkherts.org/news-and-campaigns/mental-health-support-for-hertfordshire-children-and-young-people.aspx


 

 

WARM SPACES 
Warm Spaces are where people can come together for warm and safe places to spend time.  
Stevenage Warm Spaces will ensure: 
 

 A warm welcome as well as Warm Space 
Every time you come to a Warm Space, you'll be given a warm welcome from the staff and 
volunteers there. 

 That everyone is treated equally, with dignity and respect 
Everyone has a right to be warm, so everyone in a Warm Space treats people, and is treated by 
people, with dignity and respect. 

 That your Warm Space will be a safe space 
Your Warm Space will stick to the safeguarding policies that it always uses, and it will stick to food 
hygiene rules too! 

 That we won’t tell anyone about you needing a Warm Space 
If you want to share the reasons you use a Warm Space, someone will listen, but they won't tell 
anyone else unless you give them permission, or they must because of their safeguarding policies. If 

you want to ask for extra support – with benefits, health, fuel and other costs or anything else, the 
staff will put you in touch with the right people, with your consent. 

It doesn't matter why you need a Warm Space Every Warm Space is a non-judgmental space; 
whatever the reason you have for coming in, you'll be treated the same and never judged. 

 There will be options of what to do in your Warm Space 
Every Warm Space will have the option to participate in some activity, from more casual “coffee” 
hours to a service’s usual activities. If you don’t fancy this, you can always find a seat and bring 

something with you to do. 
 You can have food and drink 

Please be advised some Warm Spaces may have restrictions for food, but our Warm Spaces will 
endeavour to provide food and drink or allow you to bring your own where suitable.  
 

Stevenage Warm Spaces Timetable 
You can find which venues are open each day, just click on the day that you would like information for. 
These will be updated weekly as more warm spaces open across the town.  

For the timetable, click the link: Stevenage Warm Spaces Network 

 
HEALTH AND SAFETY REMINDERS 
 

 NO PARKING ON SITE, including for breakfast club drop off. Please park on the road. 

 
 KEEP THE PEDESTRIAN GATES CLOSED 

Please keep your children safe …. always close the pedestrian gates when entering 

or leaving the school site. 

 
 KEEP TO THE FOOTPATHS 

Please use the zebra crossing markings, keep to the footpaths when walking to/from school.                                   

DO NOT WALK ON THE DRIVEWAY.  

 

 CYCLING AND SCOOTERS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS  

Please remember bullet point 4 of the Cycle Permit notes ‘children must not ride their bikes/ 

scooters in school grounds, they must wheel them in and out of school via the pedestrian gate, 

giving way to pedestrians.’  We do not want any accidents. 

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together

https://www.stevenage.gov.uk/stevenage-warm-spaces-network


 

 

 

   

 


