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Friday 11th November 2022

Dear Parents and Carers,

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
On Friday, we marked Remembrance Day. We observed a two-minute silence in school. As always, the
children conducted themselves beautifully. The Year One children joined the Remembrance service in the
town square to mark Armistice Day. They observed the 2-minute silence and respectfully listened to the
speeches by the Mayor of Stevenage Councillor Margaret Notley, Richard Mott of the Royal British Legion,
Stephen McPartland MP and the Reverend Karen Mitchell. Many of those in attendance commended the
children on their exemplary behaviour.

There will be a parade and Remembrance Service in the Old Town on
Sunday 13th November. I hope many of our families will take part. The
parade will form at Primett Road at 10.15am, ready to march to the Bowling
Green War Memorial for the Remembrance service. The war memorial in
the Old Town is dedicated to the memory of 126 brave men of Stevenage who
gave their lives in the First World War. We have been delighted with the
children’s thoughtful response and in the creation of the poppies. Linking with
our ECO agenda, each poppy is made of recycled plastic. Each poppy created
is a life remembered. We recognise real people who gave their lives for our
freedom. Each poppy remembers a soldier whose life was taken in the war.
Many of our families have been touched by war, events from the past and
today and our small contribution to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
2022 is our appreciation and tribute to them and all those who sacrificed so much.

Wishing you all a good weekend.

Usha and Team Woolenwick

Thought of the week: We will remember them.
The children have been learning that by wearing a poppy, it helps us to remember
those who lost their lives or were injured in wartime. We discussed it is a way of
remembering not only past events but also suffering that war continues to bring
to the world today.

Building Learning Power value: Reflective
STEVENAGE POSTBOX KNITTERS
Look out around our town for the intricate knitwear created by this talented Stevenage group.

Music for the week
The Last Post
The Last Post is a bugle call, used at commonwealth military funerals and
ceremonies commemorating those who have died in war.
You can listen here:
(297) The Last Post | The Bands of HM Royal Marines - YouTube

YOGA POSE OF THE WEEK
The yoga classes have continued to focus on the season of
Autumn.
The children have completed poses for animals that are preparing
to hibernate like hedgehogs and foxes, and those that might
migrate to warmer climates such as whales and butterflies. They
have had time to think about the Autumn colours of gold, red and
orange and the shapes of leaves as they fall to the ground around
us.

LEARNING HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK
NURSERY
In yoga this week, we learned the greeting of Namaste. We practised placing our palms together
in the centre of our chest and bowing to greet each other. This is how we say hello and goodbye
in yoga and how we thank each other for a wonderful yoga session.

RECEPTION
We have been learning all about Pirates. On Wednesday, we loved dressing up as pirates to
celebrate the launch of our new pirate ship in the Reception garden!

Scan the QR code to listen
to Reception’s Sea Shanty.

MAPLE CLASS
Linked to Global Goal 12 Responsible Production and Consumption, we reused plastic bottles to
create poppy art to be displayed for Remembrance Day.

HAZEL CLASS
We have been thinking about Remembrance Day and looking at animals in war – the jobs they
did and how they helped us.

ELDER CLASS
We have been thinking about healthy eating and why it’s important to have a healthy diet. We
sampled some foods and created a healthy lunch for Ms Dhorajiwala.

BIRCH CLASS
We enjoyed visiting the STEVENAGE BETTER Visitor Centre in the town square and learning all
about the regeneration of our town.

GOVERNOR OF THE WEEK
Every week, we will spotlight one of the school Governors.

Simon Griffiths – Parent Governor

“Thanks for reading the Newsletter! It is
really important that the school and the parents
communicate well to ensure the children get the best
experience. That is one of the key reasons I became a
Governor, and this influences all the interactions we have
as a Governing Board. I've been a Governor for 2 years
and have two daughters who are in the school orbit.
Being a Governor is great! It's a good opportunity to help
forge a connection between all elements of the school
community.
Come and join us!”

COMING UP…


Week beginning 14th NOVEMBER – Little Wandle workshops



FRIDAY 18th NOVEMBER – Children in Need – Wear Spots, Raise Lots!
The Stevenage Sporting Futures team will be in school this week,
leading ‘Pudsey’ work outs for all classes.



TUESDAY 29th NOVEMBER – Christmas Post Box and Christmas Shop open



FRIDAY 2nd DECEMBER – Festive Jumper Day – see flyer



Week beginning 5th DECEMBER – The Snowman Trail at the Indoor Market
Join your class to walk to the market and take part in the trail
Miss Nicholls’ Class – Wednesday 7th December at 9.10am
Mrs Patel-Martin’s Class – Wednesday 7th December at 9.40am
Miss Clark’s Class – Wednesday 7th December at 10.10am
Mr Bailes’ Class – Wednesday 7th December at 10.40am
Reception – Friday 9th December at 9.10am



SATURDAY 10th DECEMBER – FESTIVE SINGING at our stall at the Indoor Market –
Come and join the staff team from 10.30am – 12noon to help bring some festive cheer to
Stevenage!



Week beginning 12th DECEMBER – Festive Concerts
Nursery – in Nursery Garden
Monday 12th December 10.30am for Morning Nursery parents
Monday 12th December at 2.30pm for Afternoon Nursery parents
Reception – Monday 12th December at drop off
Year 1 – Monday 12th December at 2.15pm
Year 2 – Wednesday 14th December at 2.15pm



TUESDAY 13th DECEMBER – Pantomime at Gordon Craig theatre



THURSDAY 15th DECEMBER – Year 2 Choir festive singing at Westgate Centre



FRIDAY 16th DECEMBER – Entertainer and Christmas parties. We are keeping our
fingers crossed for a special visitor all the way from Lapland to stop by.



FRIDAY 16th DECEMBER - Last day for 15-hour Nursery children



MONDAY 19th DECEMBER – Christmas lunch



TUESDAY 20th DECEMBER – Last day for children before the break.
Early finishing times:
30-hour Nursery children – 12.30pm
Reception – 12.30pm
Year 1 – 1.00pm
Year 2 – 1.00pm

FUN TIME FOR LESS
Free or low-cost events coming up in Stevenage and surrounding areas…
WRITE TO SANTA – ROYAL MAIL
Santa will write back to you! REMEMBER to include your full name and address, so Santa can reply.
Send your letters to Santa by Friday 9th December. Please remember to put a stamp on your letter.
For more information, click here:

http://ms.spr.ly/6188dYb6K

COMPETITION
Write a letter to Santa on this template and hand it in at the Indoor Market for a chance to win £50
worth of vouchers and to be on stage to switch on the Christmas Lights.

YOUTH MAYOR’s ANNUAL CARD COMPETITION

STEVENAGE CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON

MEET SANTA

EAT FOR LESS
We are all feeling the pinch of the ‘Cost of Living’ crisis.
Each week, we plan to share a recipe from a child or a member of
Team Woolenwick to include a shopping list and recipe for a costeffective family meal.
If you make this meal at home, we’d love to see a photo and
hear your comments.
You may like to explore the budget recipes available online from
supermarkets:
https://realfood.tesco.com/budget-meals.html
https://www.asda.com/good-living/category/budget-meals

WELLBEING SUPPORT
ReachOut offers online messaging and a
helpline for children and young people and
their parents to contact them about low
level mental health issues.

HELP FOR HOUSEHOLDS
We are all feeling the pinch of the cost-of-living crisis.
The government is offering help for households. Please follow the link and find out what cost of
living support you could be eligible for.
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk

WARM SPACES
The aim is for Warm Spaces to be free or offer
low-cost options where you can go to keep
warm whilst you relax or work.
It may be a community centre,
church or library that you are free to visit. Or it
could be a coffee shop where people are free to
work for the price of a drink or even times of the week when you are able to stay with no obligation to
pay/buy.
With a cost of living & climate crisis, many of us are facing tough decisions. Some of us have moved to
working from home following the pandemic and are facing a winter with increased energy bills. Others are
facing even harder decisions about whether to heat or eat.
Warm Spaces is designed to signpost anyone in need of warmth, to a warm space to share with others.
Find out more here https://warmspaces.org

WALK ONCE AWEEK (WOW)
Why are we encouraging walking to school?
A generation ago, 70% of us walked to school. Now, it’s less than half that. We want to reverse the trend.
Top 3 reasons why walking will benefit you and
your family:
 Happier children – children who walk to
school arrive refreshed, fit and ready to learn.
 Cleaner air – by walking to school, you can
help improve the quality of air your child is
breathing.
 Road safety – the walk to school is another
opportunity for your child to learn road
safety.
You will also contribute to fewer cars being on
our local roads, making them safer.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Following a health and safety audit please keep your children safe:


NO PARKING ON SITE, including for breakfast club drop off. Please park on the road.



KEEP THE PEDESTRIAN GATES CLOSED
Please keep your children safe …. always close the pedestrian gates when entering
or leaving the school site.
KEEP TO THE FOOTPATHS
Please use the zebra crossing markings, keep to the footpaths when walking to/from school.
DO NOT WALK ON THE DRIVEWAY.





CYCLING AND SCOOTERS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS
Please remember bullet point 4 of the Cycle Permit notes ‘children must not ride their bikes/
scooters in school grounds, they must wheel them in and out of school via the pedestrian gate,
giving way to pedestrians.’ We do not want any accidents.

REMINDER
Drop off and pick up times

Reception
Year 1
Year 2

8.40am – 3.10pm
8.40am – 3.15pm
8.40am – 3.20pm

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together

