
 

 

                                                                                                      AUTUMN TERM NEWSLETTER No.9                                                                                                                   

Friday 18th November 2022  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
WORLD KINDNESS DAY and ANTI-BULLYING WEEK  
 

    
 
Anti-Bullying Week 2022 is coordinated in England and Wales by the Anti-Bullying Alliance. This year, the 
theme is Reach Out and we have decided we will continue to focus on this throughout November and 

December. We have been focusing on Acts of Kindness, revisiting ‘30 Acts of Kindness’ in school. Each class 
has pledged their own act of kindness for each of the 30 days. 
 
In school, this includes the children writing ‘You Brighten My Day’ cards. Reaching out to a new friend, 
somebody they may not usually choose to play with. The idea is for the children to write positive notes / 
draw pictures and share them at circle time with one another child, reaching out with positivity and 
kindness. 

 
Please let us know all about the pledges you carry out at home ‘a Random Act of Kindness’ We 
would love to spread the happiness!  

 
Did you know HAPPINESS is contagious and affects the happiness of others we connect with. 
Research shows making yourself happy and those around you happy will boost your mood and 

reduce stress. It is important that our ethos of character development and ‘Building Learning Power’ shines 
through each and every day, consciously demonstrating positivity and spreading happiness to others.  
 
LITTLE WANDLE PHONICS WORKSHOPS 
 
We have been delighted to invite parents into school to hear and see in action our phonics and reading 
curriculum at Woolenwick Infant and nursery School. We are proud of our curriculum we have in place for 

phonics and reading and have been sharing it with other schools. 
Thank you, parents for attending and from the feedback we know it was helpful. Thank you to the Team for 
accommodating and for ensuring we have an immersive culture of reading that we are truly proud of.  
 
Please complete the home learning linked to our phonics workshops with your child.  
We are interested in what you learned and how the workshops will help you support your child to become a 

confident reader. 



 

 

 
CHILDREN IN NEED 
 

Thank you for your contributions to Children in Need. So 
far, we have raised £144.22 - we still have to count the 
funds raised at the bake sale.  Well done everyone! 

 
In school, we all enjoyed dressing in spots to raise lots! Stevenage 

Sporting Futures led sports activities for every class.  

 

 

Wishing you all a good weekend.  

Usha and Team Woolenwick 

  

   



 

 

  

  

  

 



 

 

 

Thought of the week:  
Reach out to a new friend, be kind.  
 

Kindness is important  

This week we have been discussing kindness. 

Kindness can significantly improve our physical and 

emotional wellbeing whether we are receiving or 

giving it. Scientific studies into the effects of kindness, show that acts of 

kindness help the immune system, reduce stress, give you energy and are 

good for your heart. 

We would to like hear from our children and families about any acts of kindness they have 

demonstrated. Maybe someone has done something kind for you … spreading positivity. Please 
let us know. The children can complete a BLP postcard and share some positivity. 

 

Building Learning Power value: Relationships 

 

 

Music for the week: ’You’ve got a Friend in me’  

Composed by Randy Newman 

 

Watch Randy Newman perform here: 

(311) You've Got a Friend in Me - Randy Newman | Live from Here with Chris Thile 

- YouTube 

 

 

YOGA POSE OF THE WEEK 

 

The yoga classes have continued to focus on the season of autumn.  

The children have completed poses for animals that are preparing to hibernate 

like hedgehogs and foxes, and those that might migrate to warmer climates such 

as whales and butterflies. They have had time to think about the autumn colours 

of gold, red and orange and the shapes of leaves as they fall to the ground around 

us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRBIMTK73wY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRBIMTK73wY


 

 

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 

We were delighted to hear from the children that many of them 

attended the parade and Remembrance Service in the Old Town 

on Sunday 13th November.   The war memorial in the Old Town is 

dedicated to the memory of 126 brave men of Stevenage who 

gave their lives in the First World War.  

Hattie, Sienna and Sophie shared this photo of their participation 

in the parade. Well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY MASCOT 

You may recall, the children entered designs for the artist to 
combine to create a mascot for Herts Libraries. 
Tala the Storyteller is born! Tala has a pocket for books - 

like many of our children's designs depicted! 
Find out more here: 

My first library card | Hertfordshire County Council 

The library has launched a new library card initiative aimed at 

0 – 5-year-olds. Featuring the character, Tala the Storyteller, 

the new library card is part of the My Firsts promotion, 

helping families to celebrate those first Early Years 

milestones. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/books-and-reading/childrens-library/my-first-library-card.aspx


 

 

LEARNING HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK 

NURSERY   

We experienced our first Forest School session this week. Mr Parker taught us 

the forest rules and then we freely explored the wonderful space. We finished 

with a story and some singing around a campfire. 

 

RECEPTION  

This week, we enjoyed designing and making boats at home and in school and 

then testing them on water to see if they sink or float.   

  

HAZEL CLASS 

This week, linked to Kindness Week, we made cards and wrote messages of 

kindness for our friends to brighten their day.  

 

MAPLE CLASS 

As it is Kindness Week, we created our 30 Days of Kindness calendar. As a class 

we came up with 30 different ways we can show kindness, both at home and at 

school. 

 

 



 

 

ELDER CLASS 

We have continued to look at pattern and line and have focused on two artists, Lowry 
and Van Gogh. We have compared industrial and rural environments. We used 
black pens to create an industrial scene in the style of Lowry and oil pastels 

and water colours to create a Starry Night painting. 
 

  
 

BIRCH CLASS   

We have been focusing 

on reaching out to new 

friends and being kind. 

We expained how our 

friends brighten our 

day. 

   

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

GOVERNOR OF THE WEEK 
Every week, we will spotlight one of the school Governors. 
 

 

 

 

COMING UP…` 

 TUESDAY 29th NOVEMBER – Christmas Post Box and Christmas Shop open 

 

 FRIDAY 2nd DECEMBER – Festive Jumper Day – see flyer 

 

 Week beginning 5th DECEMBER – The Snowman Trail at the Indoor Market 

Join your class to walk to the market and take part in the trail  

 

Miss Nicholls’ Class – Wednesday 7th December at 9.10am 

 

Mrs Patel-Martin’s Class – Wednesday 7th December at 9.40am  

 

Miss Clark’s Class – Wednesday 7th December at 10.10am  

 

Mr Bailes’ Class – Wednesday 7th December at 10.40am  

 

Reception – Friday 9th December at 9.10am 

 

 SATURDAY 10th DECEMBER – FESTIVE SINGING at our stall at the Indoor Market – 

Come and join the staff team from 10.30am–12noon to help bring some festive cheer to 

Stevenage!  

Nursery children please come along to complete the Snowman Trail with your 

grown up. 

 

 

Laura Burt – Co-opted Goveror 

 
"It's great to be involved with the school as a Governor! It 

gives me a real insight into how the school is run and 

what goes into planning the varied curriculum that the 

children experience when they walk through the doors in 

the morning! I love visiting the school, speaking to the 

children and observing how they are learning in different 

environments and how they entwine learning at every 

opportunity - the children are always excited to let me 

know what they've been up to! 

It's also lovely to use my skills in a different way and 

value to the Governing Body - we all come with different 

backgrounds, experiences and ideas and that's what 

makes it work how it does, which means anyone that 

participates will be valued for what they can bring to the 

team! You certainly shouldn't be put off if you've not been 

a Governor before, there's great training available and 

support from the Governors and school team plus it 

expands your personal skills too!" 

 



 

 

 Week beginning 12th DECEMBER – Festive Concerts  

 

Nursery – in Nursery Garden 

Monday 12th December 10.30am for Morning Nursery parents 

Monday 12th December at 2.30pm for Afternoon Nursery parents 

 

Reception – Monday 12th December at drop off 

 

Year 1 – Monday 12th December at 2.15pm 

 

Year 2 – Wednesday 14th December at 2.15pm 

 

 TUESDAY 13th DECEMBER – Pantomime at Gordon Craig theatre 

 

 THURSDAY 15th DECEMBER – Year 2 Choir festive singing at Westgate Centre 

 

 FRIDAY 16th DECEMBER – Entertainer and Christmas parties. We are keeping our 

fingers crossed for a special visitor all the way from Lapland to stop by 

 

 FRIDAY 16th DECEMBER - Last day for 15-hour Nursery children  

 

 MONDAY 19th DECEMBER – Christmas lunch 

 

 TUESDAY 20th DECEMBER – Last day for children before the break                            

Early finishing times: 

30-hour Nursery children – 12.30pm 

Reception – 12.30pm 

Year 1 – 1.00pm 

Year 2 – 1.00pm  

 

FUN TIME FOR LESS 
Free or low-cost events coming up in Stevenage and surrounding areas… 

 

 

CHRISTMAS FAYRE 

 

Holy Trinity Church Christmas Fayre takes place this 

Saturday from 10am – 2pm and includes Christmas crafts 

and Carol singing.  

 

Available from 12 noon, soup and a roll.  

 

At 1pm there will be a blind auction. Bid on a mystery 

prize.  

 

The raffle will be drawn at 1.30pm.  

 

Admission £1 adults and 50p children 

 



 

 

 

WRITE TO SANTA – ROYAL MAIL 

 

Santa will write back to you! REMEMBER to include your full name and address, so Santa can reply. 

 

Send your letters to Santa by Friday 9th December.  

 
Please remember to put a stamp on your letter. 
 

For more information, click here: http://ms.spr.ly/6188dYb6K 

 

   
 

  
 

 

http://ms.spr.ly/6188dYb6K


 

 

YOUTH MAYOR’s ANNUAL CARD COMPETITION 

 



 

 

OLD TOWN TRAIL 

 

 

The Christmas displays in 
shop windows in the High 
Street in Stevenage Old 

Town will include an item 
that’s inappropriate, 

inaccurate or plain silly.  
We can’t give you any clues as 
to what these errors might be 
because that would spoil the 
competition!  
 

Competitors can pick up maps 
at all the participating venues, 
which will show them where to 
look out for the errors. Then all 
they need to do is write down 
what the mistakes are, 
alongside the name of the 

venue.  

 
Whoever correctly spots all the 
errors and gives the best 
answer to the tie-breaker 
question will receive a tempting 
prize. 

 
The competition will be 

running from Saturday 26 

November (the date of the 

Christmas lights switch-on 

in the Old Town) until 

Christmas Eve.  

This event has been organised 

by Stevenage Old Town 

Business & Community 

Partnership. Further details can 

be obtained from Jo at Cardies 

in the High Street or by 

emailing sotbcp@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

WESTGATE SHOPPING CENTRE SNOWMAN TRAIL 

 

This trail has been organised by our school as lead school for the Stevenage Creative Network in 

partnership with the Westgate Centre.  

 

The trail will launch on Monday 12th December. 

 

This trail celebrates the author of the Snowman stories, Raymond Briggs.  You can watch an animation of 

the well-loved story with an introduction by Raymond Briggs here: 

 

(307) The Snowman - 1982 Animated short film adaptation - Original introduction author Raymond Briggs - 

YouTube 

 

The Snowman artwork was created by children and young people from four Stevenage Schools, including 

Sydney, Frankie, Liamari, Mila and Erin from our school. The Westgate Centre has funded 6 prizes – a 

festive hamper for the winner and 5 runners up prizes to visit Santa in his Grotto. 

 

We will be sending an activity booklet home with each child next week.  

Further booklets can be collected from the Westgate Centre. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZE9KpobX9J8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZE9KpobX9J8


 

 

 

TOWN CENTRE WINDOW TRAIL 

 

Our school has collaborated with the Town Centre Partnership, the Indoor Market, Junction 7 

Creatives, Event Island and Stevenage Town Centre to create an activity booklet linked to the 

creative window artwork in many of the shops in the town centre. 

 

The trail will launch on Thursday 24th November. 

 

The Colour-me-in Activity Booklet is designed to be printed in black and white. The Town Centre Partnership 

and Indoor Market have funded vouchers for prizes. 

 

We will be sending an activity booklet home with each child next week.  

Further booklets can be collected from Junction 7 Creatives (by the pop-up ice rink) or the Indoor Market. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

STEVENAGE OLD TOWN CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MEET SANTA 

 

 



 

 

STEVENAGE CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON 

 



 

 

WARM SPACES 

The aim is for Warm Spaces to be free or offer 

low-cost options where you can go to keep 

warm whilst you relax or work.  

It may be a community centre, 

church or library that you are free to visit. Or it 
could be a coffee shop where people are free to 

work for the price of a drink or even times of the week when you are able to stay with no obligation to 
pay/buy. 

With a cost of living & climate crisis, many of us are facing tough decisions. Some of us have moved to 
working from home following the pandemic and are facing a winter with increased energy bills. Others are 
facing even harder decisions about whether to heat or eat.  

Warm Spaces is designed to signpost anyone in need of warmth, to a warm space to share with others.  

Find out more here https://warmspaces.org 

 

WELLBEING SUPPORT 

ReachOut offers online messaging and a 
helpline for children and young people and 

their parents to contact them about low 
level mental health issues. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
HELP FOR HOUSEHOLDS 
 
We are all feeling the pinch of the cost of living crisis. 
 
The government is offering help for households. Please follow the link and find out what cost of 

living support you could be eligible for. 

https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk 

https://warmspaces.org/spaces
https://warmspaces.org/
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/


 

 

EAT FOR LESS  
  

We are all feeling the pinch of the cost of living crisis.  

Each week, we plan to share a recipe from a child or a member of 

Team Woolenwick to include a shopping list and recipe for a cost-

effective family meal.  

 

If you make this meal at home, we’d love to see a photo and 

hear your comments. 

 

You may like to explore the budget recipes available online from 

supermarkets: 

https://realfood.tesco.com/budget-meals.html 

https://www.asda.com/good-living/category/budget-meals 

 

 

WALK ONCE AWEEK (WOW) 

Why are we encouraging walking to school? 

A generation ago, 70% of us walked to school. Now, it’s less than half that. We want to reverse the trend. 

 

Top 3 reasons why walking will benefit you and 

your family: 

 Happier children – children who walk to 

school arrive refreshed, fit and ready to learn. 

 Cleaner air – by walking to school, you can 

help improve the quality of air your child is 

breathing. 

 Road safety – the walk to school is another 

opportunity for your child to learn road 

safety.                                                    

You will also contribute to fewer cars being on  

our local roads, making them safer. 

 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY  

 
Following a health and safety audit please keep your children safe: 
 

 NO PARKING ON SITE, including for breakfast club drop off. Please park on the road. 

 
 KEEP THE PEDESTRIAN GATES CLOSED 

Please keep your children safe …. always close the pedestrian gates when entering 
or leaving the school site. 

 KEEP TO THE FOOTPATHS 
Please use the zebra crossing markings, keep to the footpaths when walking to/from school.                                   

DO NOT WALK ON THE DRIVEWAY.  

 

https://realfood.tesco.com/budget-meals.html
https://www.asda.com/good-living/category/budget-meals


 

 

 CYCLING AND SCOOTERS ON SCHOOL GROUNDS  

Please remember bullet point 4 of the Cycle Permit notes ‘children must not ride their bikes/ 

scooters in school grounds, they must wheel them in and out of school via the pedestrian gate, 

giving way to pedestrians.’  We do not want any accidents. 

 

REMINDER 

Drop off and pick up times  

 

Reception  8.40am – 3.10pm 
Year 1  8.40am – 3.15pm 

Year 2  8.40am – 3.20pm 

 

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together



 

 

 

   

 


