
Full Re-opening Plan  

Woolenwick Infant & Nursery School  
Implementation Date: September 2020 
 
 

This re-opening plan follows the guidance issued by the DFE on 02 July 2020 
 
Rationale (information directly stated by the Department for Education):  
The DFE have stated that, ‘It is our plan that all pupils, in all year groups, will return to school full-time from 
the beginning of the autumn term. Returning to school is vital for children’s education and for their 
wellbeing. Time out of school is detrimental for children’s cognitive and academic development, 
particularly for disadvantaged children. This impact can affect both current levels of learning and children’s 
future ability to learn, and therefore we need to ensure all pupils can return to school sooner rather than 
later. In relation to working in schools, whilst it is not possible to ensure a totally risk-free environment, the 
Office of National Statistics’ analysis suggests that staff in educational settings tend not to be at any 
greater risk from the disease than many other occupations. There is no evidence that children transmit the 
disease any more than adults.  
Given the improved position, the balance of risk is now overwhelmingly in favour of children returning to 
school. In welcoming all children back this autumn, schools will be asked to minimise the number of 
contacts that a pupil has during the school day as part of implementing the system of controls outlined 
below to reduce the risk of transmission. If schools follow the guidance set out here, they can be confident 
they are managing risk effectively.  
 
All schools must cover them all, but the way different schools implement some of the requirements will 
differ based on their individual circumstances. There cannot be a ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach where the 
system of controls describes every scenario.  
 
Based on the specific guidance issued to all schools in England, please see the information below for 
Woolenwick Infant & Nursery School’s return to full opening plan for September 2020.  
 
These arrangements have been put into place following a robust risk assessment process, evaluating and 
building on what has worked since our successful phased reopening at the beginning of June. We 
continue to adapt our practice according to ongoing guidance and will communicate any changes with 
you as they arise.  
 
Since June, the governing body, in line with the robust risk assessment, agreed to temporarily restructure 
the school week to ensure the school building was deep cleaned on Fridays when school was closed. We 
have reviewed this arrangement and will not be continuing to do this in September unless the situation 
changes. 
Please see below; 
 
The school day will start-   
At 8.30 for Nursery at the white gate. Pick up times will be in Additional Documents Section  
At 8:20 for Reception at the green gate. They are picked up at 11:30am for the first two weeks. Then 
12:30 for the next two weeks. Then 3:00pm thereafter.  
At 8:40 for Year 1 at the green gate. They are picked up at 3:10pm Prompt  
At 8:50 for Year 2 at the green gate. They are picked up at 3:15pm Prompt 
 



We look forward to seeing all of the children once again, and would like to reassure you that the safety of 
our school community is our priority. We will continue to review the arrangements we have already 
implemented and update you with any changes as and when we make them. 
We hope that these arrangements provide you with the information you need to support your child’s 
return to school. Please continue to encourage good infection control practices, such as thorough 
handwashing, at home and keep your child informed about the things they can do to discourage the 
spread of infection. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to email from Wednesday 2nd of September 
Nursery@woolenwickinfants.herts.sch.uk  
Reception@woolenwickinfants.herts.sch.uk 
Year1@woolenwickinfants.herts.sch.uk 
Year2@woolenwickinfants.herts.sch.uk 
 
On behalf of team Woolenwick, I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for supporting the school 
over the past months and supporting your child with their distance learning, and we look forward to seeing 
everyone in September.  
 
Frequently asked Questions 
 
When will children return to school?  
The children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will return to school on Monday 7th September.  Reception 
will have a phased induction to begin with. Nursery will receive a separate letter with information 
regarding their return.  
 
Why are we continuing with having children in a ‘bubble’?  
In order to minimise contact between all of the children who are attending school, schools have been 
directed to create ‘bubbles’ so that contact is minimised. Every school setting is different so all schools will 
take into consideration their own setting, building layout, staffing, class sizes, team teaching, lunchtimes, 
playtimes, entrances and exits. Whilst we will ensure that children remain with their base class for the 
majority of the time, we have created the following bubbles to ensure we are able to provide the logistics 
required for the school to run:  
Early Years: Nursery and Reception 
Key Stage 1: Year 1 and Year 2  
 
Why have we decided on the phase bubbles?  
If we remain purely with class bubbles, then we need to facilitate 7 staggered drop off and collection times, 
7 individual morning and afternoon playtimes and 7 individual lunchtimes as children wouldn’t be allowed 
to be in the same area (dining room or playground) at the same time. It would also mean that the year 1 
and year 2 children were not able to walk through the corridor to the hall. By using phase bubbles, it 
means that the children can have access to the dining room instead of having to eat in their classrooms. 
They can have playtimes with friends who may be in a different class (whilst maintaining social distancing), 
targeted teaching can take place for children who are in mixed classes to support with targeted teaching, 
staff can move between the classes in their phase bubbles to offer support and deliver grouped or 
individual interventions and we are able to track and trace groups of children and staff if required in the 
event that an individual has a positive test result for Covid-19 and a bubble needs to be closed to self-
isolate for 14 days. For most of the day children will be in their class bubbles and Phase bubbles will be for 
instances where children move between classes for targeted teaching e.g.  Letters and Sounds and at break 
and lunchtimes.   
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What happens if I have different children in different year groups with different drop off and collection 
times?  
For this reason, we have elected to allocate drop off and collections for different phase bubbles at 
different times. If your child has a sibling you will drop off and collect both children at the youngest child’s 
time slot.  See separate timetable for complete information.  
 
We urge parents to make every effort to keep to these times to minimise the number of people on site at 
any one time. There should only be 1 accompanying PER HOUSEHOLD for drop off or collection. Where 
do I drop my child off or collect my child from?  
 
Nursery– white fence gate  
Year 1 / Year 2/ Reception – green gate 
 
We are operating a strict one-way system on the Woolenwick site. Ensure that you and your child follow 
the one-way system on the school site: in the green gate (yellow arrows) and out via the junior entrance 
(blue arrows). All visitors to site must adhere to the social distancing rules whilst on site and waiting for 
your child. Please note that parents will not be able to stop and talk to the teacher at drop off or collection 
time as there will be a build-up of other adults and children waiting.  
 
We envisage the drop off and collections taking slightly longer than they would do usually and we ask 
parents to be patient, particularly during the first couple of weeks as we all become familiar with the new 
routine. 
 
Will I have to wear a mask or face covering? 
Yes. We are asking all parents and carers to wear a mask or face covering when they enter the school site. 
This is for the safety of yourself and others. It ensures we can minimise the chances of a localised outbreak. 
If there is an extenuating circumstance, such as a health and safety reason, that means you are unable to 
wear a mask please inform the office, so they are aware. Otherwise we are unable to permit you onto the 
school grounds.  
 
Will I be able to park on the school site?  

No our gates will be closed leading up to school opening time. You will not be able to drive onto the school 
site and where possible, we advise walking to school as the bike and scooter shed is closed. If you do need 
to drive please ensure you are considerate when parking outside the school and do not block driveways of 
neighbours 
 
What if my child arrives late?  
You must ring the buzzer at the front entrance and then wait by the door next to the school menu. Please 
be aware you may have to wait for up to 10 minutes for a member of staff to be available to let your child 
into school. If your child is late on more than three occasions a meeting will be arranged to discuss the 
matter and you will be expected to support your child to complete missed learning.  
 
I have a Nursery child who has never been to Nursery / school before – will they all start back on the first 
day?  
We are currently reviewing the best approach for our youngest members of school as it still remains the 
case that we cannot invite parents to stay and play sessions in the nursery as we normally would do. We 
will be considering the best approach for the nursery children to begin their nursery journey with us, but 
this will take place over limited sessions in the first 2 weeks of starting back and we ask that parents are 
patient as we endeavour to ensure the children feel safe and secure when starting. This may impact on the 
number of days / sessions which nursery children are offered over the first 2 weeks of term. See the 
Additional Documents section for more information. 



 
Can adults bring children inside school or to the school doors?  
No. Adults are asked to say goodbye to the children on the pathway – the children know our school (or will 
get to know our school quickly) and will become very familiar with this new routine – we have seen this 
with the keyworker children since March and it has been very successful.  
 
 
I need to speak to my child’s teacher – what do I do?  
Please phone the school to request a call back or to ask the office to pass a message on. Teachers will be 
teaching and so will return calls at the end of the day as Staff will be unable to ring during the school day, 
with the exception of lunchtime, if they are not on duty so you may need to wait until the end of the day 
for a call back.  
 
Does my child have to return to school in September?  
Yes. The government have issued formal guidance stating that school attendance is mandatory. This means 
all children are expected to come back to school. 
 
What if I, or someone in my household, is shielding?  
Shielding advice for all adults and children will pause on 1st August, subject to a continued decline in the 

rates of community transmission of coronavirus. This means that the small number of pupils who will 

remain on the shielded patient list can also return to school, as can those who have family members who 

are shielding. Some pupils no longer required to shield but who generally remain under the care of a 

specialist health professional may need to discuss their care with their health professional before returning 

to school in September. Where children are not able to attend school as parents are following clinical 

and/or public health advice, the absence will not be penalised although we will need to discuss this with 

you.                                                                           

As a school, we are committed to ensuring the safety, happiness and well-being of all of our children. We 

know it will not be an easy transition for some children who will have been at home for 5 months and we 

ask parents to let us support the children in school with their routines and building relationships with peers 

and adults.  

I have had to rebook my holiday due to the lockdown – what will happen?  
As with all holiday applications, parents are directed to request a leave of absence form from the school 
office. We are still unable to authorise any term time applications for holidays. Every application received 
will be reviewed on a case by case basis and additional information should be submitted if the holiday has 
had to be rebooked during term time due to limitations placed by holiday companies i.e. if the holiday was 
booked and due to take place prior to September. A meeting will be arranged to discuss each case.  
 
Because the children have missed so much of their learning last year will they be behind?  
As we welcome the children back into school, there will be an adapted recovery curriculum to ensure that 
we are assessing where the children are at academically and targeted teaching to support children get 
‘back on track’. Where appropriate content that children would have normally been taught, but have 
missed since March, will be taught in the autumn term. We fully appreciate the support and learning 
children have undertaken at home during the lockdown period, but understand that learning is not usually 
a solitary task and this will have impacted all children on some level. Some of the lessons we would usually 
teach may be pitched at a different level and the emphasis will be on the core skills, such as reading, 
phonics and key maths concepts. We ask parents to support us with this by practising and encouraging 
children to read and complete their homework each week.  
We ask parents to support their child complete the summer learning so that the children have a head 
start in September; 
 



✓ Look Look Look at Sculpture booklet 
✓ Summer reading challenge and reading tasks on the BINGO card 
✓ The head start booklet  
✓ Continue to keep a daily diary  

 
We will also be reviewing the curriculum to ensure that the children have capacity and opportunity to re-
establish relationships and develop their growth mind-set, ‘build learning power’ and mindfulness to 
support all areas of their wellbeing, as well as relearning routines.  
 
 
Will Little Acorns breakfast and after school tea club still be on offer?  
Breakfast and tea club will be offered. Bookings will be taken half a term in advance via School Money. The 
latest you can book for breakfast or tea club is the Friday of the week before. E.g. bookings for the week 
commencing the 7th of September must be made by Friday 4th of September. Children in the infants who 
would like to access a breakfast club must use little Acorns not the BLAST club at juniors.  
In order that ‘bubbles’ remain children will have breakfast in their classroom. A breakfast table will be set 
up in each room.  Breakfast and Tea club will begin on the 7th of September. Children must arrive for 
Breakfast Club between 8:00 – 8:15. Parents will need to bring the children onsite and wait together using 
the social distancing markers until 8:00 when a member of staff will open the green gate for ALL year 
groups for a 15 minute window. Tea club will running from the 7th of September. See separate flyer for 
complete information.  
 
Will the children be able to have carpet time?  
Yes. Children will be able to have limited carpet time, as guidance states that transmission occurs when in 

direct face-to-face contact with an individual for more than 15 minutes. For this reason, carpet time will be 

limited. The educators will remain 2 metre distance from the children where possible and we will be 

adapting our curriculum accordingly. 

 

Will the children all have to sit in rows in their classroom?  
Nursery, Reception and Year 1 – No. The children will have small grouped tables where they are sat side by 
side and opposite other children, 2 table distances apart – this will allow for the sharing of practical 
resources which are relied upon in the younger years. These resources will be cleaned and disinfected 
regularly.  
 
Year 2– Yes. The children will sit side by side and partner work will be facilitated. For group discussion, the 
children will pair up with the children sat in the rows behind them. This will also be dependent on the 
space available within each classroom, dependent on class sizes.  
 
Will the children sit together (opposite each other) at lunch time?  
Yes for Reception, Year 1 and Nursery Lunch Club, Not for Year 2 children . Due to extending the lunch 
sittings to 3 sittings, instead of 2, there will be more space between the tables in the dining room. The 
children will sit with members of their own class. The children from the other classes in their phase bubble 
will be in the dining room together, so that hot meals can be served and we have adequate adult 
supervision. The tables and chairs will be thoroughly cleaned between each lunch sitting.  
 
Will there still be assemblies?  
No we will not be doing our normal assembly practices.  However we are hoping there will be assemblies 
using zoom, where appropriate which the children will view in their classrooms. A weekly celebration 
assembly will be held in the classroom and certificates will be sent home with the children.  
 
Will the children see their friends if they are not in the same class?  



Yes. By implementing phase bubbles, we are able to have phased breaks at different times, which will 
allow the children full use of the playground, therefore more space and they will have the opportunity to 
see friends and build relationships with children who may be in a different class (social distancing will be 
encouraged). Each phase bubble will have their own playground equipment so we are minimising the risk 
of infection through minimising the use of shared resources. Children are not allowed to play on the fixed 
play equipment. 
 
 
 
 
Will children have to wear uniform?  
Yes. On return to school in September, children are required to wear full uniform. On the days when they 
have PE, we would like the children to wear their PE kit instead of school uniform so that changing is not 
required at school. This is to minimise close personal contact if children require support when changing 
when younger, or to reduce the need for older children to move classes to change with their gender 
groups. Please note that PE kit is NOT non-uniform. Children should wear a white t-shirt, navy or black 
shorts – with navy or black joggers over the top and a navy or black long sleeved top, with trainers. All 
children need to bring named plimsolls which they will change into upon entering school. No outdoor 
shoes can be worn in school.  See attached uniform list for complete information.   
 
When is my child’s P.E day?  
Please note that all P.E sessions will be taking place outside.   
Reception: - Monday  
Year 1: Every other Thursday (When not doing Forest School)   
Year 2: Every other Thursday (When not doing Forest School)  
 
 
When is my child’s forest school day?  
Nursery- Wednesday  
Reception: - Monday  
Year 1: Every other Thursday (When not doing P.E)  
Year 2: Every other Thursday (When not doing P.E)  
Children should wear long sleeve tops, joggers and appropriate shoes. wellington boots to be brought into 
school and will be kept on site . A coat and sunhat may be required but are weather dependant. 
 

It’s really important that children’s clothes are named so that they are able to be returned to their owner 

immediately – this is particularly important for jumpers and coats as parents will not be able to come into 

the school to look in lost property.  

 

Can the children bring their own pencil cases and bags to school?  

No. Children are not allowed to bring their own pencil cases / stationery / toys to school in September. We 

shall provide the equipment they will need in the classroom. Children may bring a small school bag which 

should have essentials only:  

• A clear reusable water bottle - named  

• Coat / hat / gloves when the weather becomes cold - named  

• Reading book and reading diary – named on their allocated book changing day 

• Home learning 

• A full set of clean clothes  



 

It’s really important that children’s items are named so that they are able to be returned to their owner 

immediately.  

Children are able to bring their book bags in on these days  

Reception – Monday  

Year 1- Wednesday 

Year 2- Tuesday 

 

Will my child get help from the teacher if they need it?  

Yes. Teachers will maintain social distancing wherever possible, but they will be able to spend short 

amounts of time with children during independent work to support them with their learning.  

 

Will my child’s learning be marked?  

We will aim to mark children’s learning where it is safe and appropriate to do so wearing the correct PPE. 

We guarantee all children will have direct verbal feedback about their learning with the teacher either via 

groups or individually. Immediate feedback will be given as the children are working independently where 

appropriate and any independent or extended written work will be assessed by the teacher as they would 

do normally and recorded using our assessment programme (which generates the parent consultation and 

end of term report for parents). Self-assessment and whole class or group marking will also take place 

when appropriate.  

 

Can children wear masks at school?  

No. The guidance is very clear that masks should not be worn by children at school and have issued 

instructions for guiding children in the safe removal of children’s masks if they arrive at school wearing 

one.  

 

What happens if a child or staff member feels unwell?  

If anyone in the school becomes unwell with  

- A new, continuous cough 

- A high temperature  

- has a loss of or change in their normal sense of taste or smell  

 

They will be sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or 

confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’.  

This means that:  



- A test should be arranged to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) – this should be arranged via the 

NHS website.  

- If the test is positive, the child / staff member must self-isolate for at least 7 days. Other members of the 

household should self-isolate for 14 days.  

- If the test is negative, the child or staff member may return to school once they feel better.  

 

 

Will parents be told if a child or staff member is sent home?  

No. Until a test result is received, no parents or staff will be notified. If the individual’s test is returned as 

positive, then a text and email message will be sent out to the children / adults who are in the same 

bubble, stating that their bubble will be closing for 14 days. This closure will take place with immediate 

effect so parents / carers will need to ensure that all contact details are up to date and messages are 

checked regularly during the school day in case we need to request that individual or bubbles of children 

are to be collected. It may be advisable to notify any employers that this is a possibility and have a 

childcare backup plan.  

 

What happens if my child’s bubble closes?  

In the event that we need to close a school bubble, then the staff and children must self-isolate at home 

and should be monitored for any symptoms for 14 days. Other members of the household do NOT need to 

self-isolate unless the individual who has attended school shows symptoms. Siblings who are in other 

bubbles at school may continue to attend school.  

We shall notify you of the return to school date at the point of closure. Online learning will be available 

within 48 hours of the bubble closing and will email and text accordingly, as we have done since lockdown 

began.  

 

What happens if there are more than 1 confirmed case of Coronavirus (Covid-19)?  

If schools have two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness absence where 

coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected, they may have an outbreak, and must continue to work with their 

local health protection team who will be able to advise if additional action is required.  

In some cases, health protection teams may recommend that a larger number of other pupils self-isolate at 

home as a precautionary measure – this may include the whole school site. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see overleaf for 

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTS 

mentioned in this plan 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM Year 1 and Year 2  

 

All uniform can be purchased online. www.speedstitch.co.uk 

Please see below our school uniform and ensure that all items of your child’s uniform are clearly named. 

 

Our school uniform consists of: 

• Plain navy skirt, pinafore, trousers or jogging bottoms 

• Plain pale blue polo shirt preferably with the school logo 

• Plain navy blue cardigan/ jumper/ fleece preferably with the school logo. NO Hoodies 

• Plain grey/black/ navy / white tights 

• Plain white or grey socks 

• Plain black footwear (no trainers, no laces ) 

• Plimsolls for indoors (white sole) outdoor shoes will be not be allowed to be worn in school  

• Blue gingham dress or navy shorts in the summer 

• A school book bag 

• A pair of wellingtons (to be kept in school) 

• 2 draw string bags, one green and one blue for shoes and a full set of clothes. 

• Children to bring a clear named water bottle purchased from www.speedstitch.co.uk  for £3.50 

• Please ensure that children are able to change uniform and shoes independently as we are unable to help 

them.  

 

For P.E (Physical Education) our uniform consists of: 

• Plain white T-shirts preferably with the school logo  

• Navy joggers  for P.E  

• Hair bows/ band Alice bands navy and pale blue only 

• Children will come into school wearing their P.E kit  

Other  

• Woolenwick School Book bag ( To be brought in on your child’s book changing day)  

• Woolenwick green Acorn pouch bag for storing spare uniform. These can be purchased at the school office 

for £3.00  

• Please note for health and safety reasons we do not have the space in our cloakrooms for the larger style 

rucksack, bags including carry bags. We do not allow plastic bags under any circumstances.  

For Forest School our uniform consists of:   

http://www.speedstitch.co.uk/


• Plain long sleeve tops 

• Plain Joggers 

• Wellington boots.  

• A coat and sunhat may be required but are weather dependant. 

 

Wellington boots (to be in school at all times for Forest Schools and outdoor learning). Please note, children are not 

allowed to wear boots or wellington boots inside the school. If your child wears wellington boots on the way to 

school s/he must have a change of school shoes for lunchtime and playtimes. 

HAIR BOWS We have on sale, at the school office, hair bows (navy and light blue) with a special acorn charm. 

Children are NOT allowed to wear ‘Jo-Jo style’ hair bows in colours other than navy or light blue. Thank you for your 

cooperation. 

New to Nursery September 2020 

We would like to welcome you and your family to Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School. We look forward to 

embarking on this learning journey together. As we have found ourselves in these unusual times and unable to hold 

a welcome meeting we would like to ensure we communicate all the information to you supporting the smooth 

transition into our Nursery. We hope you have found the YouTube videos helpful and thank you for returning the        

‘All about me’ sheet, this helps us to get to know a little bit more about your child and their interests. 

Start dates 

We are very much looking forward to meeting the new nursery children. We want the transition into nursery to be 

as smooth as possible to support a positive start to your child’s school journey. We will work in partnership with you 

as parents and carers to address any concerns that you have about your child starting nursery. We know that every 

child is unique and may need longer to settle. We have a risk assessment in place following Government guidance on 

COVID-19 and we will be following this to ensure the safety of our children, families and staff.  

From Wednesday 9th September we will begin welcoming in the new to nursery children. We will be operating a 

staggered start as we usually do as this has been successful in previous years.  

Your child____________________________ will be starting on _____________ at _________ 

Please be on time and follow the arrows, clearly marked on the footpaths to help with social distancing and safety 

on site.  

Unfortunately we cannot allow parents or carers into the classroom at present and therefore the nursery team will 

meet you and your child at the white gate where you can say your goodbyes. The nursery team will take the children 

into the classroom where they will support with changing into indoor shoes and settling into the nursery 

environment.  

 

School Uniform 

Children are expected to wear school uniform we believe the uniform plays a valuable role in contributing to the 

ethos of our school and it helps the children feel part of our school community. We do go outside to do our learning 

in ALL weather so please make sure that your child is dressed appropriately with a warm, waterproof coat, hat and 

scarf in the colder weather and sun cream already applied and a sun hat when it is sunny.  



 

• Navy joggers / trousers / leggings / shorts / dresses or a skirt 

• Pale blue polo shirt 

• Navy blue school sweatshirt / cardigan or plain navy sweatshirt or cardigan. No hoodies. 

• Plain navy, grey or black tights; or white, black or grey socks. 

• Blue gingham summer dress. 

• A school book bag 

• A pair of plimsoles to leave at school to wear as indoor footwear. 

• A pair of wellington boots 

• Jewellery – please check the policy on our school website.  

• A draw string bag, either green for full time and morning children or blue for afternoon.                                              
Please provide your child with a spare set of clothes, including underwear. These do not need to be school uniform. 

New to Nursery September 2020 

 

This uniform can be ordered through the flyer inside your pack or brought from local retailers, please ensure the 

correct colours are purchased. 

Please ensure your child’s brings a waterproof jacket each day as we use the outside area in all weathers, equally a 

sunhat is as important during the warmer months. 

When purchasing your child some shoes for school please ensure they are either Velcro or with straps, no laces 

please and something they have been practising to put on independently at home. 

 

The Learning Environment 

We would like to share some photos of our nursery environment with you. Please share these with your child. 

   



 

  

30 hours provision 

For our children who stay all day at nursery a hot school meal is provided. The meals are prepared freshly on site and 

we use produce grown by the children at our allotment and in our kitchen garden. Following their lunch break, the 

children have relaxation time. This involves resting in a quiet area with a story, gentle music and sometimes a film is 

shown, especially in those early days when the children become used to this new routine. This relaxation time allows 

the children to pause and rest their busy minds, ready to be refreshed for the afternoon session. We also provide an 

enrichment activity for these children before they return to join the afternoon nursery session so that they are not 

repeating learning from the morning. The children are exposed to a variety of activities are taught by educators from 

the school. This routine will continue with educators from the Early Years team to minimise contact between the 

year group phases.  

Wrap around care – Additional Documents section for more information - flyer 

New to Nursery September 2020 

 

We are able to offer a breakfast club from 8am for those parents who need wrap around care. This will be in the 

classroom and will be with nursery staff to ensure a smooth transition. We will also be offering an after school club 

until 4:30pm and will be run by experienced practitioners. The after school club will be run in the Family Centre and 

more details will be given to those parents who require this information.  

Forest School 

Forest School sessions will take place in our school spinney on site on a Wednesday morning and afternoon. We 

usually allow a half term for the children to settle into nursery before we begin our Forest School sessions. More 

details will follow nearer the time. 

Nursery Timetable 

Morning Session: 8:30 – 11:30am 

Afternoon Session: 12:30 – 3:30pm 

30 Hours: 8:30 – 3:30pm 

Snack 

We will provide your child with either fruit or vegetable snack and milk or water. 

The 30 hour children will be provided a hot school lunch, the menu is available for you to view on the school 

website. 



Nursery pick up 

Please ensure we are aware of any changes of grown-ups who will be collecting your child. We will not allow your 

child to be collected by anyone other than yourself. If someone else is collecting your child you must inform the 

school at drop off. In line with our policy siblings must be over 16 to collect with prior arrangement. So please ensure 

we are kept informed who will be collecting your child. The children will be collected from the white fence where 

they were dropped off. 

Books and storytelling 

In the autumn term (September to December) the children will spend time getting to know their new educators, 

making friends and exploring their new environment. We will also be doing lots of learning through play both inside 

and out. 

We ask that you promote a love of reading at home by sharing books and talking about your favourite stories with 

your child. In nursery we do have a library where children can borrow books on a regular basis but due to the current 

guidance, we will be unable to offer this from September but will open our library as soon as we can. The children 

will still have access to books during their sessions. 

Attendance  

One of the important aspects of coming to Nursery is getting your child into the routine of attending a setting. If your 

child is absent from Nursery, we ask that you inform us. Please contact the office by phone, email or report their 

non- attendance through the school website from their first day of absence. We ask if your child has experienced 

diarrhoea and/or vomiting then our policy is for them to stay at home for 48 hours after the last time they were 

poorly, this helps to avoid spreading the infection. 

In line with Government Guidence about the COVID-19 pandemic if your child has any of these symptoms  - A new, 

continuous cough, - A high temperature, - Has a loss of or change in their normal sense of taste or smell they will be 

sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus 

(COVID-19) infection’. This means that:  A test should be arranged to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) – this  
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should be arranged via the NHS website. - If the test is positive, the child / staff member must self-isolate for at least 

7 days. Other members of the household should self-isolate for 14 days. - If the test is negative, the child or staff 

member may return to school once they feel better.  

 

Hygiene 

In school we will be building hand washing routines into our day, children will wash their hands when they arrive at 

Nursery, before and after eating, in-between activities, after using the toilet, coughing or sneezing or when they 

come in from the garden and before they go home using warm water and soap. We also have hand sanitizer stations 

outside in our garden. Please continue to encourage your children at home to wash them for at least 20 seconds, as 

we will do in school. 

 

Over the summer please practise with your child good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 

approach. On starting the Nursery we will ensure all the children are aware of where the tissues are and how to 

appropriately dispose of them.  

Family Telephone Call 

On Monday 7th or Tuesday 8th September you will have an opportunity for a telephone chat. These conversations can 

last up to 10 minutes. On Wednesday 2nd September we will send you a link to follow to choose a suitable time on 

either of these days. This will give you the opportunity for any questions you or your child may have. We look 

forward to speaking with you.  



 

We really look forward to welcoming you and your child into our Nursery. If there is anything else that we can 

support with over your child’s time at our school please ask.  

 

Yours Sincerely,  

C.Murrell 

Claire Murrell  

Early Years Leader  
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Start dates 

We are very much looking forward to meeting the new Reception children. We want the transition into school to be 

as smooth as possible to support a positive start to your child’s school journey. We will work in partnership with you 

as parents and carers to address any concerns that you have about your child starting nursery. We know that every 

child is unique and may need longer to settle. We have a risk assessment in place following Government guidance on 

COVID-19 and we will be following this to ensure the safety of our children, families and staff.  

From Monday 7th September we will be welcoming in the new to Reception children. We will be operating a 

transition period, as we usually do, as this has been successful in previous years.  

The weeks commencing 7th September and the 14th September the children will start at 08:20 and stay for a morning 

session only all week. They will be collected at 11:30am.  

The week commencing 21st September and 28th September the children will start at 08:20 and stay for lunch. A hot 

school meal is provided for all children. Pick up will be 12:30.  

The week commencing 5th October the children will start at 08:20 and stay all day. Pick up will be at 3pm.  

Please be on time at drop off and pick up and follow the arrows, clearly marked on the footpaths to help with social 

distancing and safety on site.  

Unfortunately we cannot allow parents or carers into the classroom at present and therefore the Reception team 

will meet you and your child at the green gates, near the main entrance, where you can say your goodbyes. The 

Reception team will take the children into the classroom where they will support with changing into indoor shoes 

and settling into the Reception environment.  



We do go outside to do our learning in ALL weather so please make sure that your child is dressed appropriately with 

a warm, waterproof coat, hat and scarf in the colder weather and sun cream already applied and a sun hat when it is 

sunny.  

Wrap around care 

We are able to offer a breakfast club from 8am for those parents who need wrap around care. This will be in the 

classroom and will be with Reception staff to ensure a smooth transition. We will also be offering an after school 

club until 4:30pm and will be run by experienced practitioners. The after school club will be run in the Family Centre 

and more details will be given to those parents who require this information.  

School Uniform 

Children are expected to wear school uniform we believe the uniform plays a valuable role in contributing to the 

ethos of our school and it helps the children feel part of our school community. We do go outside to do our learning 

in ALL weather so please make sure that your child is dressed appropriately with a warm, waterproof coat, hat and 

scarf in the colder weather and sun cream already applied and a sun hat when it is sunny.  
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• Navy joggers / trousers / leggings / shorts / dresses or a skirt 

• Pale blue polo shirt 

• Navy blue school sweatshirt / cardigan or plain navy sweatshirt or cardigan. No hoodies. 

• Plain navy, grey or black tights; or white, black or grey socks. 

• Blue gingham summer dress. 

• Plain black footwear (no trainers and no laces). 

• A school book bag 

• A pair of plimsolls (white soled) to leave at school to wear as indoor footwear. 

• A pair of wellington boots (to be kept in school). 

• Jewellery – please check the policy on our school website.  

• 2 draw string bags, one green and one blue for shoes and a full set of spare clothes.  

• A clear water bottle purchased online from www.speedstitch.co.uk for £3.50 (named). 
 

http://www.speedstitch.co.uk/


This uniform can be ordered online from www.speedstich.co.uk or brought from local retailers, please ensure the 

correct colours are purchased. 

Please ensure your child’s brings a waterproof jacket each day as we use the outside area in all weathers, equally a 

sunhat is as important during the warmer months. 

When purchasing your child some shoes for school please ensure they are either Velcro or with straps, no laces please 

and something they have been practising to put on independently at home. 

 

Please ensure everything is named. 

 

Forest School and P.E 

Forest School sessions will take place in our school spinney on site on a Monday morning. We usually allow a half 

term for the children to settle into Reception before we begin our Forest School sessions and so we will let you know 

before this date. P.E will be on a Monday afternoon. 

We ask that you put your child in comfortable jogging bottoms, a P.E t-shirt and a long sleeved jumper or cardigan 

on a Monday so that the children have suitable clothes for Forest School and then they can also wear these clothes 

for P.E on a Monday afternoon.  For the foreseeable future the children will not be getting changed for P.E and this is 

why we are asking for you to send in your child wearing their P.E kit that they can also use for Forest school in the 

morning.  

Spare Clothes 

Please provide spare clothes in a bag that will stay on their peg in school in case of accidents or messy play. Please 

make sure there are socks in their bag as these often need changing if they get wet outside. 
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Welly boots 

We ask that you provide a pair of wellington boots that can stay in school. Please make sure that these are named.  

Named clothes 

Please make sure that EVERYTHING that comes into school is named. If it isn’t then we cannot guarantee that it will 

be returned to you 

Reception Timetable 

08:20- Children arrive, change shoes and go to their busy finger groups 
09:00- Morning welcome  
09:10- Reading  
09:30- Phonics 
10am- Child initiated learning (Except on a Monday which will be our Forest School session) 
11am- Maths  
11:30am Lunch  
12:30pm-Mindfulness and relaxation 
1:00pm- Afternoon session begins- this varies daily: 
3.00pm- Home time 
Monday P.E  
Tuesday Science 
Wednesday Project 
Thursday Project 



Friday Project  
During project time we will teach all areas of the curriculum such as Art and Design, Geography, History, Philosophy, 
Citizenship, Personal Social Emotional and Health, Computing, Physical Education, Music and Woodwork.  
 
Snack 

We will provide your child with either fruit or vegetable snack and drink. 

Reception pick up 

Please ensure we are aware of any changes of grown-ups who will be collecting your child. We will not allow your 

child to be collected by anyone other than yourself. If someone else is collecting your child you must inform the 

school at drop off. In line with our policy siblings must be over 16 to collect with prior arrangement. So please ensure 

we are kept informed who will be collecting your child. The children will be collected from the green gates, where 

they were dropped off.  

Books  

The teaching of reading in school is fundamental in achieving excellence in all areas of the curriculum and therefore 

daily reading is a crucial part of our school day. The children will be reading  

 

to an adult every day in school and they will have a reading book sent home that you must hear them read regularly. 

Even if your child is not yet at the stage of decoding, ‘sounding- out’ and ‘blending’ words it is still very important to 

be sharing a book together daily. You can look at the illustrations in the book and discuss what is happening and 

what they think might happen next. You can model reading to them and make this a special time that you share 

together. 

Reading books will be changed on a Monday and collected in on a Friday, a poem or rhyme  will be put into your 

childs bag on a Friday to practise and learn at home over the weekend. This will be collected in on a Monday and  
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replaced with a new reading book. So book bags will need to be in school on a Monday and a Friday and kept at 

home the rest of the week. 

We ask that you promote a love of reading at home by sharing books and talking about your favourite stories with 

your child. In school we do have a library where children can borrow books on a regular basis but due to the current 

guidance, we will be unable to offer this from September but will open our library as soon as we can.  

Attendance  

One of the important aspects of coming to Reception is getting your child into the routine of attending a setting. If 

your child is absent from school, we ask that you inform us. Please contact the office by phone, email or report their 

non- attendance through the school website from their first day of absence. We ask if your child has experienced 

diarrhoea and/or vomiting then our policy is for them to stay at home for 48 hours after the last time they were 

poorly, this helps to avoid spreading the infection.  

In line with Government Guidance about the COVID-19 pandemic if your child has any of these symptoms  - A new, 

continuous cough, - A high temperature, - Has a loss of or change in their normal sense of taste or smell they will be 

sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus 

(COVID-19) infection’. This means that:  A test should be arranged to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) – this 

should be arranged via the NHS website. - If the test is positive, the child / staff member must self-isolate for at least 

7 days. Other members of the household should self-isolate for 14 days. - If the test is negative, the child or staff 

member may return to school once they feel better.  

Hygiene 



In school we will be building hand washing routines into our day, children will wash their hands when they arrive at 

school, before and after eating, after using the toilet, coughing or sneezing or when they come in from the garden 

and before they go home using warm water and soap. We also have hand sanitizer stations outside in our garden. 

Please continue to encourage your children at home to wash them for at least 20 seconds, as we will do in school. 

 

Over the summer please practise with your child good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 

approach. On starting the Reception we will ensure all the children are aware of where the tissues are and how to 

appropriately dispose of them.  

 

We look forward to welcoming your child and beginning their school journey with us.  

Yours sincerely,  

C.Murrell 

Claire Murrell 
Early Years Leader 
 
This information will have to go out to the children who attended the 30 hours at nursery: 
 
For those children who attended our nursery for 30 hours we will be offering an all day session where the children 

will have relaxation, outdoor learning and free-play time in the afternoon until the school day finishes at 3:00pm. 

 

 

Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School 
Home School Agreement  
Revised for use as part of the response to COVID-19 
 
Name of child:                                               Date:  
 
Dear Parents and Carers  
When your child returns to Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School following Lockdown you are required to agree to 
the following guidelines in order for us to keep all children and staff as safe as possible. Please acknowledge that you 
have received and understood this revised Home School Agreement  
 
Agreement for parents/carers  
To support the school, I/We agree to:  

➢ Ensure that my child arrives at school at the allocated time. 

➢ Ensure that only one adult drops off and picks up from school. Where possible, please ensure siblings stay at 
home with another adult. 

➢ Ensure I do not drive onto the school site and where possible, we will walk to school. The bike and scooter 
shed is closed. 

➢ Ensure I am considerate when parking outside the school and do not block driveways of neighbours. 

➢ Ensure that my child and I will follow the one-way system on the school site: in (yellow arrows) and out (blue 
arrows). 

➢ Ensure that our family will keep to social distancing rules, both on and off the school premises, in line with 
government advice.  

➢ Ensure that I do not remain near the school gates or entrance area after drop off and pick up.  

➢ Ensure that I do not enter the school site at any time during the school day apart from allocated drop off and 
pick up times. 



➢ Ensure that my child wears fresh uniform every day and sensible school footwear.  

➢ Ensure that my child has a named School water bottle (www.speedstitch.co.uk ) that has been filled up that 
morning; a coat (only on cold/wet days); a full set of named spare clothes and a pair of name plimsolls. 

➢ Keep my child at home if they are at all unwell and inform the school immediately. If my child displays 
COVID-19 symptoms I will inform the school, arrange a test and isolate for 14 days.  

➢ Ensure that my child has their Asthma medication and/or Auto- Injector with them each day. If your child has 
specific medical needs, a risk assessment will need to have taken place.  

➢ Keep my child at home if they are on antibiotics. 

➢ Collect my child from school within 30 minutes of being informed if they are unwell at school. 

➢ Support the school in ensuring that my child follows the Behaviour Policy at all times and collect them within 
30 minutes if asked to.  

➢ Support the school approach to online safety and not upload or add any writing, print, text, opinion, image, 
sound or video on social media, including WhatsApp that could be likely to upset or offend any member of 
the school community or school’s reputation. 

http://www.speedstitch.co.uk/


Agreement for pupils  
Pupils must agree to:  

➢ Follow the school rules for the way we behave noted in the behaviour policy. 
➢ Follow adult instructions at all times.  
➢ Wash their hands regularly following the 20 second rule.  
➢ I may bring in my own hand sanitiser and hand moisturiser in a named container. This will not be shared with 

any of my friends. 
➢ Respect everyone’s social distance.  
➢ Be sensitive to how other people are feeling during this difficult time.  
➢ Follow the new structure of the school and group routines.  
➢ Not bring any personal belongings to school.  
➢ Let an adult know straight away if I feel unwell. 

 
Agreement for school  
The staff at school agree to care for your child’s safety and well-being:  

➢ Through rigorous hygiene and cleaning routines.  
➢ By setting up classrooms and resources to enable social distancing.  
➢ By ensuring clear routines and timetabling that ensure social distancing and ‘bubbles’ with as few contacts as 

possible.  
➢ Providing individual resources for each child.  
➢ Ensuring that your child is clear on the new routines within the classroom and school. 
➢ Talking through any worries that your child has with the new routines.  
➢ Providing the safest environment that we can by following government guidelines.  
➢ Promoting an atmosphere that is calm and reassuring for all children. 
➢ Supporting your child’s mental wellbeing.  
➢ Dedicating time for the children to express their feelings. 

  
Please sign to show you have read and understood the terms of your agreement: 

 

                                                          

Child’s signature. 

 

    

Parent’s signature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


