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                                                                                                                    Friday 9th September 2022  

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

The whole Woolenwick family mourns the loss of Her Majesty. 

We join the nation in thanking her for her unwavering service and support through good times and bad. Her 

warmth, wisdom and strength will be missed by all. 

Our thoughts are with her family. Queen Elizabeth II, our remarkable leader for over 70 years, may you rest 

in peace. 

 

     
 

Please take a moment to follow us on Twitter to listen to the children singing ‘Here Comes the Queen.’ 

 

 

 

A very warm welcome back to the new school year!  

 

It is lovely to see you all again, after such a long break.  

We hope you all had a pleasant summer holiday and break from the school routines. It is lovely to see all 

the children so smartly dressed in their school uniforms. They all seem to have grown so much!  

I am enjoying hearing the children talking about their holidays and time spent with family and friends. 

I’d like to say a special hello to all our new children and their families who are joining us.          

We hope your time with us will be very happy and you will soon feel very much part of our school 

community.  

 
 

 

 



 

 

CURRICULUM 

Team Woolenwick have worked hard to prepare for another year of discovery through creative learning!          

In an effort to continuously refine our practice and provision, the team enjoyed two reflective ‘Inset days,’ 

with a refocus on our curriculum, and particularly the English curriculum.                                                       

We reviewed our ongoing ‘I love Books’ Project. We also enjoyed training on Storytelling at Heartwood 

Forest led by Danyah Miller, professional storyteller and theatre producer. The whole idea is to 

inspire our children with the joy of listening to good stories, awakening imagination and creativity. We know 

storytelling not only builds a child’s vocabulary but also grows their imagination and interest to discover and 

learn more. It is a great way to make learning a fun and enjoyable shared experience and will impact on the 

children reading and writing.                                                                                                                                                         

We continue to develop the adult’s role as the child’s thinking companion which give scope for children to 

demonstrate critical and creative thinking.                                                                                                                                                                              

We have taken time to review our practice including past training led by Sara Stanley, Bed (Hons) 

Cambridge, who specialises in creating philosophical worlds in the classroom.                                                              

In 2015 we introduced P4C Philosophy For Children to complement and enhance further our enquiry led 

curriculum taking inspiration the Reggio Emilia approach. Our classrooms are spaces for enquiry where 

children and adults come together to ask challenging, open and philosophical questions. We encourage 

collaborative thinking and dialogue. We have noticed as our children ‘think together’ they develop a range of 

skills and attitudes including critical, creative, collaborative and thoughtful reflection through dialogue. It has 

helped children to listen to and learn from each other, fostering a feeling of mutual respect and collaborative 

learning. It has developed their ability to reason, to be open to new perspectives, evaluate the ideas of 

others. It has developed our practice of democracy in which children are genuinely listened to and valued. 

This new term, each class will use the story curriculum to create their own journey through one story, 

developing dialogues and enquiries based on their everyday play, language and storytelling. Philosophical 

questions will be used as a creative context for stimulating learning and thinking across the curriculum.                         

This is a wonderful learning opportunity for the children to learn together as a class team.  

Usha and Team Woolenwick 

 
GOOGLE FORM – THE IMPACT OF THE ‘COST OF LIVING’ CRISIS 

Please take the time to complete the Google Form sent out earlier this week. We know that the ‘Cost of 

Living’ crisis and the rising fuel costs are affecting us all. The purpose of the form is to consult parents and 

carers about upcoming events.  

The survey is NOT asking if your child would/ would not like to take part in given activities. The survey is 

only asking if the planned activities are affordable to your family in the current economic climate. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SCHOOL GATES 

You may have noticed the new school gates. The gates will improve site security and will be 

locked during the school day. To access the site outside of drop off/pick up times, you must press 

the button for the Infant School. The Office team will then buzz you through. 

 

NEW BIKE AND SCOOTER SHED 

Over the summer, the new cycle and scooter shed was built. This was a 

jointly funded project by the Junior and Infant Schools. 

We are delighted to see the new cycle and scooter shed so busy! It is wonderful that 

so many of the children are finding environmentally friendly ways to come to school. 

This not only improves physical fitness and emotional wellbeing but also 

positively impacts the environment. It will mean reduced traffic of the road, 

making them safer and creating less pollution.  

 

 



 

 

 

ALLOTMENT 

In preparation for our Harvest celebrations, Year 1 and Year 2 visited the Allotment to find out how the 

flowers, fruit and vegetables have grown over the summer.  

 

        

   



 

 

 

    

 

 



 

 

Thought of the week:  
Welcome back!    
 
Building Learning Power value: Relationships 

 

Personal, Social, Citizenship and Health Education (PSCHE) continues to underpin the learning here at 

Woolenwick. If the children feel happy, secure and valued they are ready to learn.  

Each week our school assemblies will focus on different core values. They will relate to our SEAL curriculum, 

Social, Emotional, Aspects of Learning and Building Learning Power. We are committed to building 

children’s learning power; not just what they are learning, but more importantly learning how to learn.           

One of the major developments in recent years has been the introduction of Professor Guy Claxton’s 

pioneering work on helping young people become better independent learners, which suggests that there 

are four learning dispositions. We are calling these ‘the four R’s: Resilience, Resourcefulness, 

Reflectiveness and Reciprocity (co-operation) and are displayed on our Learning to Learn Trees. The 

values will be discussed in assemblies and during circle times throughout the week and children will be 

encouraged to use them during their learning. During our ‘Friday Celebration Assembly’ one child from 

each class will be chosen to be a ‘SEAL Super Star.’ These are children who have made an extra special 

effort to meet the thought of the week. This week we will focus on new beginnings, being part of a shared 

community and welcoming new members. To enable you to discuss the thought of the week at home I will 

flag them up in my weekly newsletter and teachers will display them within their classrooms.  

 

Music for the week  

This week in Music lessons, Year 1 and Year 2 have been learning some British Sign 

Language with this fun 'I am a Robot' video. 

Each class practised the lyrics and sign language before doing their best robot dancing.  

Here's the video link so your child can you show you their fantastic new signing skills! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/bring-the-noise/i-am-a-robot-bsl/zfhvvk7/ 

 

 

British Sign Language: I am a Robot - BBC 

Teach 

I am a Robot song in British Sign Language (BSL) for music 

education for Early Years and KS1 and primary school aged 

children. 

www.bbc.co.uk 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/bring-the-noise/i-am-a-robot-bsl/zfhvvk7/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/bring-the-noise/i-am-a-robot-bsl/zfhvvk7/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/bring-the-noise/i-am-a-robot-bsl/zfhvvk7/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/bring-the-noise/i-am-a-robot-bsl/zfhvvk7/


 

 

YOGA POSE OF THE WEEK 

 
Yoga is often viewed as an individual practice to stretch and breathe, but over the last few weeks the children 
have been practicing 'Partner Yoga', which allows children to relate to one another through assisted poses. 
Partner yoga requires partners to really pay attention to each other in the moment and work together. In 
other words, it requires a different set of skills: communication, awareness of others and a sense of 
cooperation outside the self. 
Benefits we have explored with the children include: Alignment, balance and posture. One partner serves like 
a mirror, to help the other with proper alignment, balance and concentration. In order to construct the poses, 
the children must rely and lean on their partners both literally and metaphorically. 
Stronger communication. In order to construct the poses, the kids must communicate verbally and 
nonverbally. Through communication, children must rely on each other to stay balanced and strong in poses. 
But most of all we had great FUN! It reveals the beauty of our interdependence. We can accomplish much 
more, with much more joy and ease when we support each other.  
Namaste. 
 
 

   
 

 

What’s coming up . . . 

NEXT WEEK… 

TUESDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER – New to Year 1 meetings on the playground at 9am and 3pm  

WEDNESDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER - New to Year 2 meetings on the playground at 9am and 3pm 



 

 

AND LATER … 

MONDAY 19TH SEPTEMBER – Reception Garden Make-Over – please pledge your support 

 

 Friday 30th September - HARVEST FESTIVAL, details to follow. 

 Year 1 and Year 2 at Holy Trinity Church in the Old Town 1.45pm 

 Reception at the school 2.00pm 

 

FUN TIME FOR LESS 

Free or low-cost events coming up in Stevenage and surrounding areas… 

 

GET ACTIVE  

SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER, 11AM – 

3.00PM IN THE TOWN CENTRE 

This is a FREE event for all ages. There will 

be a range of fun activities to try, including 

table tennis, basketball shooting, spinning 

bike marathon and many more! 

There will be entertainment and dance 

performances throughout the day and a 

competition to win a crazy golf voucher for a 

family of four. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

STEVENAGE INTERNATIONAL DAY 

SATURDAY 15TH OCTOBER, 11AM – 3.30PM IN THE TOWN CENTRE  

A day of celebrating to include live performances, music, dance, fashion, and a large array of food. 

 
 

 

EAT FOR LESS   

We are all feeling the pinch of the ‘Cost of Living’ crisis.  

 

Each week we will share a recipe from a child or a member of Team Woolenwick –  

a shopping list and recipe for a cost-effective family meal.  

 

If you make this meal at home, we’d love to see a photo and hear your comments. 

In the meantime, please explore the budget recipes available online from supermarkets: 

https://realfood.tesco.com/budget-meals.html 

https://www.asda.com/good-living/category/budget-meals 

 
 

REMINDERS 

Drop off and pick up times  
 

Year 1 8.40am – 3.10pm 
Year 2 8.40am – 3.20pm 
 

Reception 
Week beginning Monday 12th September 8.40am – 1.30pm at the Green Gate 

Week beginning Monday 19th September 8.40am – 3.05pm at the Green Gate

   

https://realfood.tesco.com/budget-meals.html
https://www.asda.com/good-living/category/budget-meals


 

 

 
SAFER ROUTES TO SCHOOL 

 

Why are we encouraging walking to school? 

A generation ago, 70% of us walked to school. Now, it’s less than half that. We want to reverse the trend. 

 

Top 3 reasons why walking will benefit you and your family: 
Happier children – children who walk to school arrive refreshed, fit and ready to learn. 

Cleaner air – by walking to school, you can help improve the quality of air your child is breathing. 

Road safety – the walk to school is another opportunity for your child to learn road safety.                                                    

You will also contribute to fewer cars being on our local roads, making them safer. 

 

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together



 

 

 


