
 

 

                                                                                                          SPRING TERM NEWSLETTER No.2 

                                                                                                                                   28th January 2022  

Dear Parents and Carers 

 
We have had a productive start to 2022. Our ‘thought of the week’ has been ‘Going for goals and making                                 

‘new year resolutions.’ In assembly, I used the phrase ‘Start as you mean to go on,’ and we certainly have 

seen some wonderful learning taking place. I know this good start will continue, leading to be a productive 

and fun term. Each child made a ‘new year resolution’ which focussed on something they could do. All the 

resolutions have been written down and displayed. We have promised we will help one another to achieve 

our resolutions and we will regularly review our progress towards our resolutions during future assemblies 

and class circle times. 

We have been impressed with the support the children have shown towards Lucy’s goal; to set up a 

teracycle point and to make a difference. This supports Global Goal 13: Climate Action. Lucy has recruited a 

core group of Year 2 children. We’ll keep you posted! 

BUILDING LEARNING POWER TOGETHER …. We are Building Learning Power at home  

We are pleased to hear you are building learning power at home by encouraging the children to demonstrate 
and recognise their own strengths, ‘BLP’ learning behaviours, dispositions and attitudes that make them 

good learners at home.  We celebrate their efforts in the Friday Celebration Assembly and we look forward 
to sharing your completed BLP value postcards. 
Please use the explanations and script on the postcard so that children become familiar with the language 
we are using in school.  
Each week as part of their home learning, children are expected to complete a BLP Value postcard and bring 
it back into school where they will receive a BLP stamp. After receiving 10 stamps a BLP certificate will be 
awarded. Let’s build learning power together. 

 

RSPB BIG SCHOOLS BIRDWATCH 

This week, we have been taking part in the annual RSPB ‘Big Schools’ Birdwatch, helping the RSPB keep 

a track of the nation’s wild bird populations. As an ECO school we are passionate about outdoor learning 

experiencing nature at first hand. I am pleased to hear that many of the children are putting out bird food 

and doing some bird spotting at home.  

Well done Thomas and Simon in Year 2 for explaining about the importance of feeding the birds. 

Thomas said, “Birds struggle to find food in the winter because not many berries grow, and the 

ground is too hard for them to dig for worms.” 

Simon said, “Birds can’t find water to drink because the puddles are frozen.” 

If you’d like to help at home, sign up for the Big Garden Birdwatch here:  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch 

 

CURRICULUM NEWS: PHONICS AND READING 
 

The Department for Education has specified that all schools need to review their phonics teaching 

by Spring 2022 and ensure it is a systematic synthetic phonics programme (SSP). We have 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch


 

 

monitored our curriculum to ensure our teaching of phonics is rigorous, structured, and 

enjoyable. We are exploring various recommended schemes. We intend to invest in a 

new systematic synthetic phonics scheme, including reading books, approved by the 

DfE. This will be an expensive resource and on average costs over £8,000. We will be holding our 

annual Spelling Bee sponsored event to raise funds towards the cost of this resource.   

We recognise that this is a significant investment. Rest assured, the scheme we will select will be 

of a high quality and will be from the DfE approved list. The books we will select will meet the 

needs of our children’s phonics and reading development. Thank you in advance for your support 

in raising funds for this integral part of the curriculum.  

 

Look out for each other, stay safe and healthy.  

Usha and Team Woolenwick 

 

Usha Dhorajiwala  

Head teacher 

Thought of the week: We can help each other to achieve our New 

Year Resolution goals. 

Our school assemblies continue to focus on different core school values. They will relate 

to our SEAL curriculum, Social, Emotional, Aspects of Learning. The values will be 

discussed in assemblies and during circle times throughout the week. During our ‘Friday 

Celebration Assembly’ two children from each class will be chosen to be ‘SEAL Super 

Stars.’ These are children who have made an extra special effort to meet the thought of 

the week. 

We are thinking about setting ourselves new goals. We will think about motivation and how any goal needs 

persistence and the ability to cope with frustration on the long journey and the problems that can get in the 

way. We have discussed how we can help and support each other to achieve our goals. 

Building Learning Power (BLP) Value this week; Relationships 

 

TREE PLANTING 
This week, Year 2 children joined Councillor Sharon Taylor, leader of the 
council, to plant cherry trees at the community orchard in Symonds Green 
as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy to celebrate the jubilee.  
  
Cristian Pinta, Arboriculture and Conservation Manager at Stevenage Borough 

Council said, “It was great to see the children all keen to plant the trees and learn 

about the environment. No doubt, they will be returning to enjoy the fruit from this 
lovely orchard in the following years. It’s also great to see you promote this very 
well in your school and planted so many trees.”  
 
You will have noticed that we have planted 200 hedgerow trees along the edge of the forest area. 
This was also part of the Queen’s Green Canopy project, in honour of the Platinum Jubilee of 

Queen Elizabeth II in 2022 to increase and protect the native tree cover across the country.   



 

 

 

   
 

   
 

   
  



 

 

 

Music for the week  

Our artist of the week is Pharrell Williams. 

The music we are listening to is called ‘Happy’ 

 
'Happy' by Pharrell Williams is another new song we're learning this term. 
 

 
Blending R&B, pop and soul, the infectious track was written for 'Despicable Me 2' and released in 2013.  

It was the third UK Number 1 single for Williams, whose feel-good song has the world's first ever 24-hour 
music video. Filmed entirely on SteadyCam by creative duo We Are from L.A, the crew walked 8 miles a day 
over the course of 11 days with famous participants including Magic Johnson, Steve Carrell and Janelle 
Monáe. 
 
Here's a link if you'd like to listen together to the version from the Detroit Academy of Arts and Science 

choir: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bhfu1KnKjM 
 

How does the music make you feel? 

What does the music make you think about? 

 

YOGA POSE OF THE WEEK 

Yoga is an ancient practise that involves 

breathing and movement aimed at improving 

your physical, mental and well-being. Children, 

and adults alike, can greatly benefit from a 

regular yoga practise for many reasons.  

These benefits include balance, release of energy, helping with anxiety and stress, better focus and 

concentration, relaxation, improved posture, and strength. All children have the benefit of a weekly yoga 

class in school and can also practise at home with family. Doing yoga is a great bonding experience for 

everyone involved and can really help with 

overall well-being.  

There are many advantages to beginning a yoga 

practise at an early age. It provides a strong 

foundation for a child to have as they grow up, 

but it is never too late to start and both old and 

young alike can enjoy practising together. 

Each week, we will focus on one pose. These 

poses all help correct posture, promote 

relaxation, increase focus and decrease stress. 

Practise the pose of the week together at home.  

We would love to see your photos!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bhfu1KnKjM


 

 

GREATER REPRESENTATION  

 
Thank you to everyone who has purchased a book from our wishlist. We are in 

the process of creating thank you book plates and will be holding an assembly soon 

where children will be thanked.  

We have a few books that have been sent directly from Amazon without the name of the 

family who donated them. If you have donated a book, please let us know the title 

of the book you donated so that we can ensure that bookplates are made to say thank 

you. 

If you would like to donate a book to our school, please follow this link: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2XKR5KMCIXFSH?ref_=wl_share 

 

This week, the school council met. One of the topics they discussed was ways to buy the 

remaining books on the list. The children discussed how we could all work together as a 

team to raise money.  

It was decided that we will hold a non-uniform day on the last day of this half term, 

Friday 11th February, for a £1.00 donation to raise money for the remaining 

books on the wishlist.  

A bookplate will be made to thank the all the children at Woolenwick Infant and Nursery 

School for these books. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2XKR5KMCIXFSH?ref_=wl_share


 

 

HEALTHY LUNCHES 

 

This week the school council also considered the impact of 

our food choices on the environment.  

Our nutritional lunches are prepared in house by our cook, 

Mrs Taylor. The meals  

include food grown at the allotment.  

 

The children are already conscious of reducing food waste.  

The children looked at the 

current menu choices. We 

currently have one meat-

free day each week. We 

looked at the helpful chart 

from Stevenage Borough 

Council (below) that shows 

the positive impact of a 

meat-free diet on the 

environment. The children 

decided to trial two meat-

free days after half term.  

The children are discussing 

this further in their class 

groups and compiling a list 

of their favourite vegetarian 

meals ready to share with 

Mrs Taylor.  

We all have to do 

something.  

 

What will you do? 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

What’s coming up . . . 

 Annual sponsored SPELLING BEE – Your child should have their words and sponsor form.  

 

 Non-uniform day for Great Representation books from the wish list – Friday 11th 

February – £1.00 donation 

 

 Winter Ball - Friday 11th February 

 

 World Book Day – Thursday 3rd March – Dress as your favourite book character. Look 

out for the flyer! 

 

 Film Club - Peter Rabbit 2 - Wednesday 23rd March – Look out for the flyer! 

 

 Peter Rabbit Fitness Trail - Thursday 31st March. Look out for the flyer! 

 

A NEW YEAR and A Healthy START EVERY DAY 

Walk Once a Week (WoW)           

I’m delighted to let you know we continue to work with the national 

charity, Living Streets on an exciting ‘Walk to School’ project. WoW 

encourages families to walk to school at least once a week throughout the year. 

We have purchased pin badges from the charity, awarded to children who 

walk at least once a week for a month. There is a different badge to collect 

for each month of the school year.  

Thank you for your support with this project to promote our travel plan, healthy lifestyles and help with 

congestion around the school.  

Why are we encouraging walking to school? 

A generation ago, 70% of us walked to school. Now, it’s less than half that. We want to reverse the trend. 

 

Top 3 reasons why walking will benefit you and your family: 

 

Happier children – children who walk to school arrive refreshed, fit and ready to learn. 

 

Cleaner air – by walking to school, you can help improve the quality of air your child is breathing. 

 

Road safety – the walk to school is another opportunity for your child to learn road safety.                                                    

You will also contribute to fewer cars being on our local roads, making them safer. 

 

 



 

 

REMINDERS and NOTICES 

COVID 19 Update  

Although Government restrictions have eased, we still have a high number of positive cases in our school 

community 

Thank you for supporting and respecting the measures we have in place to reduce the risk of 

infection especially following the announcement of the Omicron variant: wearing a face mask whilst 

on the school premises, regular testing and reporting to help minimise infection. Continue to follow advice 

from Hertfordshire Public Health by taking a LFD test every day for 7 days for all pupils who live with 

someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, reception age or above. Anyone who develops COVID-19 

symptoms should isolate immediately and book a PCR test. If pupils or staff are feeling unwell with other 

symptoms they should stay off school until well. We all need to work together to stop the spread of the virus 

and protect each other.  

 

We continue with the current request that any parents / carers entering the school grounds or 

visiting school wear a face covering (unless exempt). We would also appreciate no families arrive 

earlier than 5 minutes before drop off or pick up times. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

FOREST SCHOOL 

Every child takes part in Forest School whatever the weather.  

The children are in the forest for an hour each session. 

 

Now that the weather has turned 

colder, it is so important that you 

send your child to school in 

suitable clothing.  

 

This will include layers: 

 Long trousers 

 Long sleeved tops 

 Bring an extra layer, perhaps a 

fleece, to go under the coat 

 Coats should be both warm 

and waterproof. If your child’s 

coat is not waterproof, consider 

sending a packable rain jacket 

to wear over their warm winter 

coat. 

 Thick socks or two pairs 

perhaps because wellies can 

make your feet feel cold 

 Gloves, a scarf and a warm hat 

 

Forest School day isn’t a regular non-uniform day, it’s a day to wear suitable clothing for a prolonged period 

in the forest. Please be mindful that your child will be outside whatever the weather for Forest School, as 

well as at break time and lunch time.  

 



 

 

MONDAY 28TH FEBRUARY - SPELLING BEE                                                

We are pleased to hear the children are busy learning their words for the 

Spelling Bee. Remember, children could be learning one or two words every 

day and recap on words they already know. Thank you in advance for 

supporting your children to learn their set words. Please see the separate 

letter for further details. 

 
Celebrations…  
Please be sure to check out our ‘Woolenwick Wall of Pride’ page on the school website, celebrating 

all the children’s achievements for last week; SEAL SUPER STARS, STAR LEARNERS, THE GOLDEN 

PEG AWARD, ATTENDANCE TED AWARD, BLP/ Building Learning Power Awards, and much more!  

 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

We have been reviewing our attendance policy and procedures. We are finalising a flow chart 

which will make it easier to see the support in place to improve attendance and punctuality. Look 

out for this in the coming days. 

The School Attendance Improvement Officer (AIO) visits the school regularly to check and monitor every 

child’s attendance and lateness.  

When your child is absent from school s/he misses the learning opportunities and experiences that have 

been planned. Each and every day is very important. Learning across the curriculum is planned for and 

developed over sequences of lessons. Each lesson is therefore important.  

Please make every effort to ensure your child attends school every day. We are doing our best to ensure 

your child succeeds. If your child is absent it is important to telephone the school and let us know.  

Every child and class needs to be hitting 96% weekly attendance target. If you should have any 

worries or concerns about your child’s attendance please share them with the school. In the first instance 

please speak to your child’s class teacher. We take pride in working in partnership with all our families. 

Unless we are aware of any concern or worry you may have then we are unable to help you.  

Lateness 
If your child arrives late i.e. after the class register has been taken at 8.50am, they must come to the school 
office and be signed in via the electronic system, with the reason for lateness given. We are required to keep 
a record of children who arrive late and persistently late. A meeting will be organised to organise a plan of 

action to address the matter. 

 

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://image.slidesharecdn.com/spellingbee-130513191131-phpapp02/95/spelling-bee-1-638.jpg?cb=1368490399&imgrefurl=http://www.slideshare.net/dominicsavio1460/spelling-bee-21131224&h=479&w=638&tbnid=y_-qHbScoQl1dM:&zoom=1&q=spelling+bee&docid=yHErn61ktBH7mM&ei=DFQ-Ven7F434ave3gMgD&tbm=isch&ved=0CGMQMyhbMFs4yAE


 

 

TRY THE NHS SCANNER APP… 

 

Discover healthy food swaps. How many swaps can you make? 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


