SPRING TERM NEWSLETTER No.3
11th February 2022
Dear Parents and Carers
We have had a busy and enjoyable half term with so many exciting learning opportunities.
ORIENTAL FUN AT WOOLENWICK
The children enjoyed learning about Chinese arts and culture when
we celebrated Chinese New Year. We have learned about the many
people all over the world who celebrate this special day and the
importance of respect and embracing our different cultures.
The children listened to the story behind Chinese New Year,
explored a variety of artefacts, made paper dragons, lanterns,
performed dragon dances and practiced pronouncing, ‘Happy New
Year’ in Cantonese, ‘Sun Leen Fai Lok and Mandarin ‘Xin Nian
Kuai Le.’
‘Gung hay fat choy! ~ Happy New Year!’ to all our families celebrating the year of the Tiger.
We enjoyed one of our ‘Greater Representation’ books in assembly, Clever Sticks – a wonderful story of
resilience and friendship. Watch and listen to this story together here:
Cleversticks - Written by Bernard Ashley - Read by Mrs Smalley - YouTube
Nursery children practiced using chop sticks, tried very hard to copy Chinese writing and created a fantastic
dragon dance together!

Wishing you all a wonderful half term.
Look out for each other, stay safe and healthy.

Usha and Team Woolenwick
Usha Dhorajiwala
Head teacher

GREATER REPRESENTATION
A huge THANK YOU to everyone who has purchased a book from our wish list. Each donated book
has a special personalised bookplate to say thank you. Children are sharing these books in their
classes and at the start of the summer term, each class will ‘deep dive’ into one text. This will
develop into an Art and Reading trail for parents to join. Further information to follow.

From Ella:

We have a few books that have been sent directly from Amazon without the name of the
family who donated them. If you have donated a book, please let us know the title of
the book you donated so that we can ensure that personalised bookplates are made to say
thank you.
The remaining books on the wish list will be purchased thanks to the money raised by the nonuniform day today. A bookplate will be made to thank each class for these books.
EQUALITIES COMMISSION
Christina Anderson, Inclusion Leader and Specialist Leader in Cultural Education, has presented
to the Equalities Commission about our work in school. By taking part in the important
conversations, we are committed to being a voice for education in Stevenage. To find out more
about the Commission and its work, follow the link to watch the short film:
Meet Stevenage Equality Commission

Thought of the week:

‘Growing Together’ – as part of ‘Feeling

Good Week’
CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK 2022

Express yourself
Our continued focus on wellbeing has raised awareness about the importance of
looking after our mental health. Our focus on ‘Building Learning Power’ kindness,
gratitude and resilience. We ended the half term in style with fun and laughter with the opportunity to
‘Dress to Express’ and share their creativity.

Building Learning Power (BLP) Value this week; Resilience

We understand the importance of teaching our children how to stay safe in the digital world. This year we
supported Safer Internet Day with a series of fun activities across the school.
The theme for this year is respect and relationships in online gaming, celebrating young people’s role in
creating a safer internet and ways they are shaping the interactive entertainment spaces they are part of.

Music for the week
Our artist of the week is jazz trumpeter and composer Miles Davis.

We've been listening to his 'All Blues' track, which was released in 1959 and
taken from 'Kind of Blue'.
One of the best-selling jazz albums of all time, the recording sessions for 'Kind of Blue' brought together a
sextet of now-legendary musicians in the prime of their careers: tenor saxophonist John Coltrane; alto
saxophonist Julian Cannonball Adderley; pianists Bill Evans and Wynton Kelly; bassist Paul Chambers and
drummer Jimmy Cobb.
Here's a link to a live performance in 1964 if you'd like to listen together:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFuHKvEuFbU

How does the music make you feel?
What does the music make you think about?

YOGA POSE OF THE WEEK
Yoga is an ancient practise that
involves breathing and movement
aimed at improving your physical,
mental and well-being. Children,
and adults alike, can greatly benefit
from a regular yoga practise for
many reasons.
Each week, we will focus on one
pose. These poses all help correct
posture, promote relaxation,
increase focus and decrease stress.
Practise the pose of the week
together at home.
We would love to see your photos!

TECHNOLOGY: You said… We did…
A BIG thank you for supporting us with our fundraising initiatives.
We listened to the educators and children in school to discover what resources they need to improve
teaching and learning in school:


Educators have asked for more ipads so they can have one each and effectively document the
children’s learning to inform planning and teaching. They have also asked for the white boards to be
updated to interactive SmartBoards to improve the quality of teaching and learning. Educators
wanted a new dining room board – for presentations and meetings – one that would show the
projection from a laptop. Hazel class wanted a new white board as theirs was not interactive
and had a green tinge!



Children and educators would like new computers in the computer suite. (We last updated
the suite in 2011!). It was reported that the computers are very slow. Children like using the
computers to research with a friend, supporting keyboard skills and mouse control. Educators use
the computers for planning, research and training. They will be installed during the Easter
break.



Educators have requested a wide-angle webcam to enable group meetings via Teams and Zoom to
support rich group discussion. The children in school council would like this too so that the
Governors can see all of them at meetings!





Educator and pupil voice:
Skyrah explained how she uses the chrome books, “I like using the chrome books for coding. We
learned how to use the keys to code. I like working in partners because we can help each other.”
Mr Bratley spoke about the new SmartBoard in Hazel Class: “It’s great! It works
consistently. We are able to prepare resources ahead of lessons. The children have been
able to use the interactive features – previously it was just a projector. And we no longer
have to spin round to see the wheely whiteboard because we can write on the new board
too!”

We plan to buy more resources and will keep you posted of the impact.

FREE ARTS AND CRAFT ACTIVITIES
Visit Junction 7 Creatives on alternate Sundays from
2.00pm – 4.00pm (including this Sunday 13th
February) to take part in free Craftivism creative
activities.

What’s coming up . . .


Annual sponsored SPELLING BEE – Your child should have their words and sponsor form.



World Book Day – Thursday 3rd March – Dress as your favourite book character. Look
out for the flyer!



Film Club - Peter Rabbit 2 - Wednesday 23rd March – Look out for the flyer!



Peter Rabbit Fitness Trail - Thursday 31st March. Look out for the flyer!

Walk Once a Week (WoW)
I’m delighted to let you know we continue to work with the national
charity, Living Streets on an exciting ‘Walk to School’ project. WoW
encourages families to walk to school at least once a week throughout the year.
We have purchased pin badges from the charity, awarded to children who
walk at least once a week for a month. There is a different badge to collect
for each month of the school year.
Thank you for your support with this project to promote our travel plan, healthy lifestyles and help with
congestion around the school.
Why are we encouraging walking to school?
A generation ago, 70% of us walked to school. Now, it’s less than half that. We want to reverse the trend.

Top 3 reasons why walking will benefit you and your family:

Happier children – children who walk to school arrive refreshed, fit and ready to learn.
Cleaner air – by walking to school, you can help improve the quality of air your child is breathing.
Road safety – the walk to school is another opportunity for your child to learn road safety.
You will also contribute to fewer cars being on our local roads, making them safer.

REMINDERS and NOTICES
COVID 19 Update
Although Government restrictions have eased, we still have a high number of positive cases in
our school community.
We continue to experience staff absences due to Covid-19. As you can imagine, this can cause a burden on
adult deployment across the school, but we are really pleased that we have managed to remain fully open,
without any classes having to be closed or introduce remote learning, and we are determined that this will
remain our focus. Team Woolenwick are simply amazing, and everyone will do whatever is needed, when it
is needed. This makes such a difference. We always work hard to keep a consistent cover in place, ensuring
the children are taught by educators who they know.
A positive about being a 2-form entry school is that all our planning of lessons is in place as we work in
teams. The teams all come together to support anyone having to cover a class so that learning is not
missed. Please also remember that not all absence is Covid-related either. Staff may just be genuinely sick
with another illness; the flu, cold or a stomach bug. Of course, all those things we forget, exist now that
everything seems to be a symptom of Covid!
We are encouraging families to regularly have LFD tests and rely on them to continue to follow Covid 19
guidance from DfE, HCC and Hertfordshire Public Health. Our approved risk assessments are on the school
website and are continually reviewed.
After half term, our latest risk assessment will remain in practice. It is on the website.
We have plans for ways to reconnect with families next half term, including our Springtime events.
It goes without saying that the pandemic has helped us to re-evaluate the way we do things, and we
appreciate that it doesn’t suit everyone. The playground has not been used for drop off/pick up since the
first lockdown (March 2020) and this is therefore the new normal for all our children. We continue to learn
from some of the innovations and practices we have implemented and so building on what already works
well.

The staggered drop off and pick up times are now well established and will continue. The school site is
shared with the Juniors and the Family Centre and as such is busy.


The staggered drop off and pick up times have eased congestion and has also brought other
benefits.

We regularly monitor, observing children coming into school happily and settling quickly on their morning
activities. For some children morning transition times may be frustrating or provoke anxiety and can lead to
challenging behaviours due to waiting time until the school doors open, high footfall and noise.


The ‘staggering’ has allowed children to start their day calmly and access the small cloakroom
spaces safely as well as develop their independence skills.



It has also allowed children to focus on early morning learning activities which support our ‘catch up
and keep up’ curriculum.

What our children say:
“I like the cloakroom in the morning because I have space. The cloakroom is a bit crazy at playtime!”
“It is calm and peaceful in morning activity. It makes me feel happy.”
“It’s less busy than playtime because my friends come in at different times.”
“The morning is calm when I come in. There is calm music playing and fish on the screen – they are
swimming in the coral reef where they live.”
“We do fun things first when we come in, like mindful colouring and fun activities in maths and writing.”
“A couple of people come in at a time so it’s not crowded in the cloakroom so you don’t get pushed.”
“I like the relaxing music playing when I come in. Then we do mindful colouring or maths or writing – cool
stuff!”
“It’s better in the cloakroom in the mornings because we don’t all come in together. So it’s calmer. I like it
because there’s more space.”

After half term, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will drop off and pick up at the INFANT green gate.
Pease see the table for the times. Please arrive promptly for your slot to avoid congestion.
Drop off/pick up times from the Infant green gate:
Year group

Drop Off

Pick Up

Reception

8.50am

3.05pm

Year 1

8.40am

3.10pm

Year 2

8.40am

3.20pm

We continue with the current request that any parents / carers entering the school grounds or visiting school
wear a face covering (unless exempt). We would also appreciate no families arrive earlier than 5 minutes
before drop off or pick up times. Thank you for your cooperation.

FOREST SCHOOL
Every child takes part in Forest School whatever the weather.
The children are in the forest for an hour each session.
Now that the weather has turned
colder, it is so important that you
send your child to school in
suitable clothing.
This will include layers:

Long trousers

Long sleeved tops

Bring an extra layer, perhaps a
fleece, to go under the coat

Coats should be both warm
and waterproof. If your child’s
coat is not waterproof, consider
sending a packable rain jacket
to wear over their warm winter
coat.

Thick socks or two pairs
perhaps because wellies can
make your feet feel cold

Gloves, a scarf and a warm hat
Forest School day isn’t a regular non-uniform day, it’s a day to wear suitable clothing for a prolonged period
in the forest. Please be mindful that your child will be outside whatever the weather for Forest School, as
well as at break time and lunch time.

MONDAY 28TH FEBRUARY - SPELLING BEE
We are pleased to hear the children are busy learning their words for the
Spelling Bee. Remember, children could be learning one or two words every
day and recap on words they already know. Thank you in advance for
supporting your children to learn their set words. Please see the separate
letter for further details.

Celebrations…
Please be sure to check out our ‘Woolenwick Wall of Pride’ page on the school website, celebrating
all the children’s achievements for last week; SEAL SUPER STARS, STAR LEARNERS, THE GOLDEN
PEG AWARD, ATTENDANCE TED AWARD, BLP/ Building Learning Power Awards, and much more!

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY
We have been reviewing our attendance policy and procedures. We are finalising a flow chart
which will make it easier to see the support in place to improve attendance and punctuality. Look
out for this after half term.
The School Attendance Improvement Officer (AIO) visits the school regularly to check and monitor every
child’s attendance and lateness.
When your child is absent from school s/he misses the learning opportunities and experiences that have
been planned. Each and every day is very important. Learning across the curriculum is planned for and
developed over sequences of lessons. Each lesson is therefore important.
Please make every effort to ensure your child attends school every day. We are doing our best to ensure
your child succeeds. If your child is absent it is important to telephone the school and let us know.
Every child and class needs to be hitting 96% weekly attendance target. If you should have any
worries or concerns about your child’s attendance please share them with the school. In the first instance
please speak to your child’s class teacher. We take pride in working in partnership with all our families.
Unless we are aware of any concern or worry you may have then we are unable to help you.
Lateness
If your child arrives late i.e. after the class register has been taken at 8.50am, they must come to the school
office and be signed in via the electronic system, with the reason for lateness given. We are required to keep
a record of children who arrive late and persistently late. A meeting will be organised to organise a plan of
action to address the matter.

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together

