Infant & Nursery School

Welcome...
Dear Parents/Carers,
On behalf of the Staff and Governors of Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School I would like to welcome you and your child to our school.
If your child is the first child in your family to join us, we look forward to a happy and successful partnership over the coming years. If you already have children here, we
are pleased to renew and develop further the relationship between us.
This booklet gives you essential information which you will require whilst your child attends this school. It will also give you an insight into our approach to teaching
and learning.
Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School aims to provide quality teaching and learning. We deliver a broad, balanced curriculum for the development of the whole child in a
safe, secure, happy, caring and stimulating environment that prepares your child for future education and gives them the skills and enthusiasm to pursue learning for the
rest of their lives. Each child is encouraged to give their best and to develop their own interests and talents.
We believe education is a partnership between home and school and we look forward to working with you to ensure the best outcomes for your child whilst they are
at Woolenwick.
We look forward to sharing with you the beginning of your child’s school life and their learning journey at Woolenwick as they acquire new skills and grow in independence.
We hope that your association with the school is long and a happy one and that the time your child spends with us will be both happy and rewarding.
Visits are warmly welcomed at Woolenwick and the school office would be happy to arrange a mutually convenient appointment. We look forward to meeting you.
Yours sincerely

Usha Dhorajiwala

Our Governing Body
The Governing Body of the school is made up of volunteers. The school
governors are elected, nominated or co-opted and are representatives of
parents, school staff, the Local Education Authority and members of the local
community.
School Governors work with the Headteacher and are responsible for setting the
strategic direction of the school. The role of the Governing Body is to see that
the school is providing the best possible education for the children by complying
with the framework set by legislation and the Local Education Authority Policies.
The full Governing Body meets once a term, smaller committees (Resources
and School Development) also meet once a term.

Admissions
Information about the Local Education Authority procedures for Admissions can
be found in the Hertfordshire County council booklet, ‘Starting School,’ which
also contains the necessary application forms. A copy is available from
www.hertsdirect.org/admissions
The Local Authority (LA) uses the criteria for admissions to allocate places for
Nursery (Foundation 1) and Reception (Foundation 2) classes. Parents need to
make a separate application for a place in the Reception class, as children in the
nursery do not automatically transfer to the Reception class.
All Nursery and Reception (Foundation Stage) children start in September.
The school implements, a ‘Positive Start Induction programme,’ to ensure a
successful beginning to school life. Home visits will take place before your child
starts school.

Starting School
Meetings are held during the Summer term to welcome all Foundation Stage
parents. This is an opportunity for parents/ carers to meet the Headteacher, the

Foundation Stage team and other Professionals who work within our school
community.

Appeals
Parents have a legal right to appeal to an independent panel if their child has
been refused a place If you are considering making an appeal please talk to our
office team.

Transferring to Junior School
Children from our school usually transfer to Woolenwick Junior School. We have
a successful transition programme in place.

School Philosophy
We aim to
•

Create a safe, purposeful learning environment where everyone can
flourish and develop their individuality

•

Provide excellence in teaching and learning

•

Enable children and adults to acquire knowledge, understanding, skills
and perseverance to be enthusiastic, independent learners

•

Never stop learning and are open minded to continual development

•

Help everyone to develop confidence, positive self-esteem,
self-discipline and high moral values

•

Encourage children and adults to value themselves, others and their
environment, respecting each other’s differences and ways of life, for
them to work and play co-operatively, be safe and develop healthy
lifestyles.

•

Provide opportunities for children to voice and influence decision
making

•

Develop successful partnership with our families and the wider
community including fostering links with other schools, early years
providers and the local authority.

•

Develop our role as strategic partners with the Chiltern Teaching School
Hub and other organisations such as the University of Hertfordshire and
the Royal Opera House Bridge

Mission Statement
At Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School we provide an environment
where we are

•

A culture of high expectations and innovation permeates the school. This
is driven by the inspirational head teacher. She has a compelling vision
to ensure that all pupils achieve well.

•

This drive and ambition is shared by all leaders and staff. Senior and
middle leaders focus relentlessly on improving teaching and learning.

•

There is a strong learning culture within the school. All staff benefit from
high-quality professional development. This ensures the best possible
outcomes for pupils.

•

The Nursery and Reception classes give children an outstanding start to
school life. Children make excellent progress in developing their
reading, writing and number skills.

•

Pupils of all abilities thrive and make excellent and sustained progress
across the school. By the end of Year 2, the proportion of pupils
achieving the expected standards is consistently above the national
average.

•

Disadvantaged pupils make good progress, often better than pupils
nationally. This is because of the strong teaching and learning they
experience.

•

Pupils who have special educational needs (SEN) and/or disabilities and
those starting the school at an early stage of learning English are very
well supported and make good progress as a result.

•

Pupils’ behaviour is exemplary. They are confident, courteous and polite,
and show a real joy in learning. Relationships between staff and pupils
are extremely warm.

•

The curriculum provides rich and memorable experiences that fire
pupils’ imaginations and help to develop their understanding of the
world. The on-site ‘forest area’ is well used and helps to deepen pupils’
learning across the curriculum.

•

Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is highly
effective. The school motto of ‘learning, growing and achieving together’
permeates all aspects of school life.

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together
Extract from OFSTED Inspection October 2017
Summary of key findings for parents and pupils
This is an outstanding school.

•

The school’s focus on its own values ensures that pupils have an
excellent understanding of fundamental British values. Pupils are very
well prepared for life in modern Britain.

•

The governing body is skilled and highly effective. Members know the
school well and provide excellent challenge and support to leaders.

Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School is a Community School opened in 1976
and is located in a residential area in Stevenage. It serves the Old Town and
Symonds Green communities.
The school symbol, an acorn, is featured within the mural in the entrance to the
school exemplifying the saying, ‘tall oaks from little acorns grow.’
The school has undergone a period of alteration and refurbishment resulting in
the extension of the Foundation Stage wing, a Sensory room, an Atelier (Art
Studio) , Sky Room, both with retractable glass roofs and new dining space and
new classroom.. We are proud of our school building and learning environment.
The building is light and airy. At the centre of the school is the large
hall, library and the dining area. All classes have access to the computer suite,
wireless chrome books , Sensory room, Atelier and Sky
Room on a rota basis. Every class has an interactive whiteboard.
Children are taught in large classrooms that are well- resourced. All classrooms
have immediate access onto the extensive landscaped school grounds; a
playground area, the outdoor classroom/ tree house, play equipment designed
by the children, an award winning nature trail with a meadow and spinney. The
play equipment can only be used during the school day when supervised by
staff.
The attractive school grounds provide a purposeful outdoor learning resource
including a Nature Trail, storytelling areas, spinney, meadow, bog garden, stile,
school allotment and kitchen garden. The spinney enables Forest School
activities to take place for each class weekly.
Through first hand experiences of the environment children develop their
appreciation, knowledge and understanding of the natural world.
The school is a two-form entry Infant school, catering for children between the
ages of 4 and 7 with a morning and afternoon Nursery. We have a 45 place

Nursery. Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School offer the 30 hours free
Nursery Early Education to eligible families. Families who are not eligible, can
have 15 hours of free Nursery Early Education and will have the option to pay
for additional hours.
The core offer of 15 hours is either every morning or every afternoon session in
the Nursery (8.30 – 11.30, Monday – Friday or 12.30 – 3.30, Monday –
Friday.) There are 60 places in each class of the three year groups in the infant
school, providing full time education for 180 children. Each year group is
arranged into two mixed ability classes:
Reception year - for pupils 4 - 5 years
Year One - for pupils 5 - 6 years
Year Two - for pupils 6 - 7 years
The Nursery class is in a well equipped classroom with its own large enclosed
outside area which includes grass and tarmac surfaces. The school has a one
intake policy for Nursery admissions. All Nursery children start in September
after their third birthday.
In the year your child is five, you will need to apply for a place in Reception
class. Our school has a single intake into Reception in the September of the
academic year in which they are five. Reception class also has its own enclosed
outdoor play area.
The school shares the same site as our Junior School which the children can
transfer to in the September after they are seven. The close liaison between the
two schools is, in our view, of particular importance to the well-being of the
children.

Family Centre
Bridge Road Family Centre is located next to our Nursery and works in
partnership with a range of professionals to support families who have children
ages 0-5 ensuring that good quality services are in place across the community.
These services include health services, Early Years provision such as
pre-schools, childcare and information and local advice for parents/carers. The
Family Centre can be contacted on Tel: 0300 123 7572 or
Website: www.hertsfamilycentres.org

We believe that children have an entitlement to a curriculum which is planned for
their development and provided to meet their needs. In order to be independent
learners and thinkers, we seek to develop the following elements:

Teaching and Learning

We believe that if children respond creatively to the world around them, they will
grow to become considerate members of our community. We do this by:

At Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School we offer our broad, balanced
differentiated curriculum which meets the requirements of the Early Years
Foundation, Stage Framework, National Curriculum, Primary Framework and
Religious Education and Worship requirements.
In addition to the statutory curriculum, we also believe that children are
motivated to learn through pursuing their own interests and as such we provide
a creative curriculum that is child centred and planned for their development
needs. We provide a wide range of experiences which extends children’s
interests and knowledge and allows learning from meaningful first hand
experiences.
We want our children to be independent learners and thinkers and we seek to
develop the following elements in them:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

To be confident learners
To be active participants in learning
To be able to think creatively
To be able to develop independence of thought - ask challenging questions
To be able to take risks in their learning
To be able to co-operate with each other and be part of a community
To be willing to ask for help
To be curious and motivated
To be able to sustain interest and concentration
To be challenged and excited to learn
To be able to learn through a structured programme of activities which are
suited to their learning style and ensure their skills progress
To be happy and have fun in their learning

·
·
·
·

·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Self – belief and independence
Positive attitudes
Creativity
Determination

Promoting a sustainable attitude through our curriculum which will include all
eight doorways identified in the National Sustainability Framework; Food and
Drink, Traffic and Travel, Buildings and Grounds, Local Wellbeing, Energy
and Water, Purchasing and Waste, Inclusion and Participation and Global
Dimensions.
Encouraging care for our school environment inside and outside.
By involving the children in community projects at home and overseas, by
providing them with a physical environment, which enables them to be
actively engaged in their surroundings.
Through involvement with Herts Creation and professional artists, as a
Leading School, enhances our curriculum further for all our pupils.
Every child and adult having an equal vote in decisions made during our
School Eco Council and Global Ambassadors.
At Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School we promote use of the Sustainable
Development Global Goals in learning so that children can contribute to a
better future for all. From citizenship and justice to climate change and the
environment. We are inspired by Climate Change activist Greta Thunberg
"No one is too small to make a difference".www.globalgoals.org

Opportunities for Learning

The Key Principles of our Pedagogy:

Children are organised in a variety of ways, based on knowledge of the children
and their learning and personal, social and emotional needs. Children will
experience learning in a variety of groups including:-

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Whole class
Flexible groupings of different sizes including:
Friendship
Ability
Behaviour
Mixed ability
Working individually
Working in pairs
Interacting across and within the year groups with other children

Our Pedagogy
Our pedagogy is research-based and stands on the shoulders of educational
giants Froebel (1782-1852) and Malaguzzi (1920-1994). Our values and
principles reference the theories of Dweck (1946-) and Claxton (1947-). We
understand that young children are capable and competent of constructing their
own theories, giving them agency over their own learning. Children have a right
to engage in experiences that are meaningful to them.
“To have discovered a quarter of the answer to his own question is of more value
to the child than to hear the whole answer, half-understood, from another.”
Friedrich Froebel

Referencing the Reggio Emilia Approach (Malaguzzi)
Our values and principles of enquiry-based learning reference the work of the
preschools and infant/toddler centres in Reggio Emilia in Northern Italy (Loris
Malaguzzi), recognised for innovative approaches to Early Years education. We
follow the pedagogy of Froebelian Education (Friedrich Froebel). We have
developed a culture of learning, often in collaboration with creative like-minded
individuals such as educationalists and artists who share our interests and
approach.

•
•
•
•
•

Democracy, the Rights of the Child and acknowledging children as
competent and capable.
Educators as Co-Learners and Researchers to facilitate deeper thinking.
Parents as Learning Partners.
Environment as the Third Teacher in a child’s learning.
Documentation and making learning visible.
Reflection.

Our classrooms are spaces for enquiry where children and adults come together
to ask challenging, open and philosophical questions. We encourage
collaborative thinking and dialogue. We have noticed as our children ‘think
together’ they develop a range of skills and attitudes including critical, creative,
collaborative and thoughtful reflection through dialogue. It has helped children to
listen to and learn from each other, fostering a feeling of mutual respect and
collaborative learning. It has developed their ability to reason, to be open to new
perspectives, evaluate the ideas of others. It has developed our practice of
democracy in which children are genuinely listened to and valued.
“Stand aside for a while and leave room for learning, observe carefully what
children do, and then, if you have understood well, perhaps teaching will be
different from before.” Loris Malaguzzi

Building children’s Learning Power (BLP)
We are committed to ‘building children’s learning power.’; not just what they are
learning , but more importantly learning how to learn by helping children become
better independent learners. We develop children’s confidence to ‘have a go’ at
challenges without fear of mistakes –
“Not “I can’t do it”, but “I can’t do it YET!” (Dweck)
By focusing on five learning dispositions, we aim to develop independent,
enthusiastic, confident, life-long learners. We call these:
•
•
•
•
•

Resilience
Resourceful
Reflective
Relationships
Risk.

Philosophy For Children (P4C)
All educators take on the role as the child’s thinking companion giving scope for
children to demonstrate critical and creative thinking. We want our children to
be‘possibility thinkers.’ Each class spends time weekly discussing a
philosophical question based on current affairs or a question chosen for the
whole school.

Learning is all about
asking questions...
Our curriculum philosophy is best summed up by the following quote from Philip
Pullman (author):
“The most valuable attitude we can help children adopt – the one that,
among other things, helps them to write and read with most fluency and
effectiveness and enjoyment – I can best characterise by the word playful.
It begins with nursery rhymes and nonsense poems, with clapping games
and finger play and simple songs and picture books. It goes on to consist
of fooling about with the stuff the world is made of: with wood and metal,
and with language. Fooling about, playing with it, pushing it this way and
that, turning it sideways, painting it different colours, looking at it from the
back, putting one thing on top of another, asking silly questions, mixing
things up, making absurd comparisons, discovering unexpected
similarities, making pretty patterns, and all the time saying “Supposing… I
wonder… What if?”

The Early Years Foundation Stage
In our school the Early Years Foundation Stage consists of Nursery and
Reception classes.

Nursery
We have a 45 place Nursery. Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School offer the 30
hours free Nursery Early Education to eligible families. Families who are not
eligible, can have 15 hours of free Nursery Early Education and will have the
option to pay for additional hours.
The core offer of 15 hours is either every morning or every afternoon session in
the Nursery (8.30 – 11.30, Monday – Friday or 12.30 – 3.30, Monday –
Friday.) In addition, Extended Provision/ Wrap Around Care / Clubs are offered
every day. (We have a more detailed Nursery prospectus.)

The children will experience activities through a project based approach.
The Educators plan together to ensure progression and successful transition
throughout the Foundation Stage. Children have opportunities to take part in
planned, purposeful activities starting with what they already know and are
designed to then further their learning.
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum is based on a carefully structured
pattern, which ensures that children have a balance of all areas of learning with
play as an integral part of this learning.
There are seven areas of learning:
Three prime areas:
·
·
·

Personal Social and Emotional Development
Communication and Language
Physical Development

Reception

Four specific areas:

Your child will move into Reception in September of the academic year they are
five years old.

·
·
·
·

Within the Reception class we build on and develop the foundations already
begun in the Nursery and continue to work towards the EYFS. Some of this
learning will be covered through topics which will provide a particular curriculum
focus. We have detailed plans for all areas of learning to ensure that your child
will proceed at a rate appropriate to his/her ability.
We welcome the opportunity to familiarise parents with these.

Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum
The Nursery and Reception curriculum follows the Department for Education's
guidance for the 'Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)'.
This stage prepares the foundations for the National Curriculum that starts in
Year 1.

Literacy
Maths
Understanding of the World
Expressive Arts and Design

“Learning is like a tangle of spaghetti” Carlina Rinaldi. Reggio Emilia
Young children's learning is holistic and these areas often overlap.
The early learning goals set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage Document
make links with the National Curriculum objectives for teaching Literacy and
Numeracy. These objectives are introduced throughout the Reception year and
thus fully in place by July

Areas of Learning and Early Learning Goals
Prime Areas:

Mathematics

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Early mathematical skills include counting, sorting, matching, seeking patterns,
making connections, recognising relationships and working with numbers,
shapes, space and measures. This will be developed through stories, songs,
rhymes, games and imaginative play so that children enjoy using and
experimenting with numbers.

The way we develop, and the kind of people we become begins at home - but
the early years in school play a very important part in shaping behaviour.
Children will be encouraged to continue to learn how to play, work, co-operate
with others and function in a group, building relationships beyond the family.
They will be encouraged to demonstrate independence in selecting an activity or
resources and in dressing and personal hygiene. Role-play is particularly
encouraged and the role play area is regularly changed.

Communication and Language
This area of learning includes communication, speaking and listening in different
situations and for different purposes.

Physical Development
This area of learning is about improving skills of co-ordination, control,
manipulation and movement. Physical development has two other very
important aspects; it helps children gain confidence in what they can do and
enables them to feel the positive benefits of being healthy and active.

Understanding of the World
In this area of learning children are developing the crucial knowledge, skills and
understanding that help them to make sense of the world. This forms the
foundation for later work in Science, Design and Technology (D.T.), History,
Geography and Information Communication Technology (ICT.)

Expressive Arts and Design
Being creative enables children to make connections between one area of
learning and another and so extend their understanding. Opportunities will be
given for children to develop their imagination and their ability to communicate
and express ideas and feelings in a variety of creative ways. This area of
learning includes art, music, dance, role play and imaginative play.

Specific Areas:

Through creative activities the children handle a range of materials, experiencing
texture, colour and form. The children have the opportunity to experiment
and create freely and participate in organised activities.

Literacy

The opportunity to explore sound is provided through weekly music
Sessions.

This area includes being read a wide range of books, reading simple texts and
writing for a variety of purposes. Children will bring home books that we ask you
to share with them. A rich variety of books, audiotapes, puppets, story sacks and
other resources are used to make stories come alive. We provide children with
memorable writing opportunities.

Key Stage 1 Curriculum (Years 1 and 2)
Over the course of a year, your child will be involved in activities in all subjects
covered by the National Curriculum.

When your child is in Year 1 they will be involved in a National Phonics
Screening Check.

The National Curriculum is divided into Core and Foundation subjects.
The core subjects are – English, Maths, Science, Computing and RE.

Children will be asked to read 40 decodable words; a mixture of real and non –
words. This is a structured activity in which children demonstrate their own
phonic skills and knowledge. This check will take place in the Summer Term. You
are given the outcome of the ‘check’ for your child in the report at the end of the
school year.

The foundation subjects are - Art, Design and Technology, History, Geography,
Music, Physical Education (P.E.)
There are separate guidelines for the teaching of Personal, Social,
Health and Emotional learning.
Hertfordshire has an Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.
RE is not a National Curriculum subject but it is a legal requirement that it is
taught in schools. Parents have a right to withdraw their children from part of, or
all, RE lessons.
Computing is taught throughout the whole curriculum and also as separate
subject area.
Each curriculum area is given a specific time allocation, however links are made
across the curriculum whenever possible. The curriculum is child centred so that
planning focuses on children’s interests and allows them to learn from first hand
experiences.
Educators monitor progress in all areas of the curriculum, so that they can plan
for your child’s needs.
When your child first joins us in the nursery class we carry out assessments to
see where they are and plan for their development appropriately.
As well as this, staff make on-going assessments throughout the year. Each
term you are given the opportunity to come and talk with us about your child’s
progress and to discuss areas for development. At the end of each school year
you are given a written report. If you have things you wish to discuss at other
times in the year, do let us know so we can arrange a time convenient to us
both.

English
We believe developing children’s literacy skills is a high priority, as it underpins
all our teaching. Our curriculum in English covers the four important
communication skills of Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing.
Speaking
We aim to develop pupil’s confidence when speaking for a range of purposes to individuals, to a group, to the whole school. We encourage pupils to contribute
to discussion and in forms of decision making.
Listening
Children are taught to listen attentively to others, through the use of talk
partners, philosophy and class discussions. They should respond and build
on their ideas constructively. We encourage them to develop their
comprehension skills and demonstrate their understanding.
Reading
Great importance is attached to learning to read. We aim to foster a life long
love of books and we have a wide range of reading materials available. We
approach reading through a variety of methods – phonics, whole word and
context. Our structured approach encourages children to develop a range of
strategies to develop their reading skills especially the teaching of phonics
through the Letters and Sounds programme. We see our parents as essential
partners in the teaching of reading, supporting the practice of the skills that we
are teaching in school. We hope they will be able to read to or with their child
daily. Children are encouraged to take books home, in a book bag, which can be
purchased from the school office. Children are expected to take care of these
books. A school/home learning reading diary is included with your child’s book

with suggestions for developing your child’s skills. When adults read with your
child they will write in this booklet celebrating achievement but also identifying
the next step for your child. We would like you to write comments in the book too.
Writing
Learning to write is a priority. Learning to write requires different skills – the
ability to think of an idea and the necessary secretarial skills to put that idea
down on paper – handwriting, spelling, punctuation and checking their own
learning for sense. We approach the teaching of writing through a sequence
based on modelling, identifying success criteria of a genre and then the children
having the opportunity to write in that style based upon a build up of the
necessary skills.
Children will progress from mark making, their earliest form of writing, to using
isolated letters, to producing independent pieces of writing where the content,
spelling and handwriting will be assessed. We have a structured approach to
this so that the steps children take are meaningful and appropriate to their
individual needs. When children join us in nursery you will be introduced to the
letter formation of the script we use, Ruth Miskin. Children will begin to see this
being used and to use it as is appropriate for them. We ask you to support us in
this and then when they move into Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 classes in
learning to spell high frequency words.

Mathematics
The principle focus of mathematics teaching is to ensure that children
develop Fluency – through varied, frequent practice with increasingly
complex problems, rapid and accurate recall of knowledge.
Reasoning – follow a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships,
generalising, developing an argument, justification.
Solve Problems – application to routine and non-routine with increasing
sophistication.
Our school calculation policy ensures that there is continuity in the teaching of
mathematical skills as children progress through the school. In the earliest
stages, much of the work is practical, aimed at giving the children the language
of mathematics through real situations, giving an understanding of mathematical
symbols and processes and developing an ability for problem solving in a variety
of different situations.

Children will cover learning on Number and Place Value, +/-, x/÷, fractions,
measurement, geometry (properties), geometry (position and direction) and
Statistics (Year 2). We follow the Herts for Learning Essential Maths scheme.
Herts for Learning subject experts have designed a set of sequences with step
by step guidance covering the entire mathematics curriculum from Year 1 to
Year 6.
The ESSENTIAL maths sequences have been design to benefit schools,
teachers and pupils delivering carefully planned progression that ensures
consistency. The inbuilt examples of what children should be able to achieve
through destination questions allows teachers to keep assessing and informing
the children’s learning against age-related expectations. In addition, the fun and
easily adaptable games, activities and resources are built in, saving time for
teachers enabling them to reinvest their valuable time and focus on the needs of
their pupils.

Science
In their early experience of the world, children start to form ideas which help
them to make sense of the things around them. In the classroom they begin to
acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to turn these first ideas into useful
scientific concepts.
We stimulate curiosity, interest and enjoyment in science and its methods of
enquiry.
Children are helped to develop skills and competencies associated with Science
as a process of enquiry. They are encouraged to develop lively, enquiring minds,
to have a concern for the environment and an understanding of life around them.
Opportunities to question, observe, devise and set up scientific tests, predict
outcomes and interpret results are an essential part of our scientific teaching. In
Science pupils will learn, think, make decisions and solve problems. They are
taught to use equipment safely and thoughtfully and to record their findings in a
variety of ways.

History
Children will experience history through progressing from familiar situations and
recent events to those in the past. Children will begin to develop the ability to
describe and explain historical change and its causes and begin to understand

the important difference between points of view and fact. They are taught to
sequence events and to develop a sense of past, present and future. This is
done primarily linking with the child’s own experience, through stories and by
using a wide range of artefacts. The children also get the experience to
celebrate historic anniversaries.

Geography
We aim to develop children’s geographical knowledge, understanding and
skills by looking at the child’s immediate environment, our school, the
surrounding environment and become aware of the wider world, both within
and outside the UK
We aim to give children opportunities to:
·
·
·
·
·

Use plans and maps
Investigate the physical and human features of their surroundings,
Take part in practical activities and field work in the locality of school
Become aware of the wider world, both within and outside the UK
Understand what people have done to change it

We have a global link with Mupwose School in Zimbabwe and Glowing Kids
Montessori Nursery in Nepal.

Music
We aim to give children a general knowledge, appreciation and enjoyment of
music both by listening and performing. Musical experiences include singing as
a class and in larger groups, listening to the works of well known composers,
and using percussion instruments both to accompany songs and stories, and to
make up their own compositions. Children have the opportunity to perform to
other adults, and to record their work using Ipads. Children in Year 2,
and sometimes Year 1, are given the opportunity to learn to play Djembe drums.
We ask for a contribution towards the cost of this.
We have a partnership with ‘The Voices Foundation.’ This has influenced our
teaching of music education. Our children benefit from this specialist, singing
based music programme. We believe all children should have the opportunity to
develop musically and that every child is born with a voice and should be
encouraged to use that voice.

Design and Technology
In this area of the curriculum, pupils are involved in problem solving activities
and investigation. This will include planning, generating ideas, discussing,
making decisions, constructing, testing and evaluating the outcome. Children
are
taught how to use tools safely. They develop skills through the use of a wide
range of stiff and flexible materials, wood, textiles, recycled materials, foodstuffs
and construction apparatus.

Art
Children participate in a range of activities to develop their skills, understanding
and enjoyment of art. They use a variety of materials to explore techniques
through drawing, painting, printing, collage, weaving, sewing, claywork and
modelling. An awareness and appreciation of other artists and designers is
encouraged through the use of a range of resources available in school and the
Hertfordshire Art Loan Service.
We are a ‘Leading School in Creativity’ recognised by ‘Herts Creation’ and
we have artists in residence through involvement with ‘Herts Creation.’

Physical Education
Every class has timetabled sessions each week in the hall for a variety of
activities; movement, gymnastics, dance, small apparatus, and games. Children
become confident and gain increasing control over their body movements by
improving co-ordination and agility. They explore the possibilities and limitations
of their own bodies as well as learning about the importance of a healthy lifestyle
and fitness through a progressive Physical Education programme.
We have a school P.E. kit consisting of a white T-shirt and navy blue shorts.
Children wear plimsolls or trainers for outdoor activities and are barefoot for
work in the hall. Children have Weekly Yoga sessions for a term led by a
specialist teacher. Children are taught yoga postures, breathing and relaxation
techniques through creative stories and fun games. Children develop their
imagination, body awareness and flexibility.
We are members of the Stevenage Sporting Futures and children benefit
through having access to specialist sports Educators and coaches.

At the end of each school year we invite you to a Sports Day when the whole
school participates in competitive sporting events appropriate to their age group.
This is always a very popular event.

and “learning from religion” and it is not the practice of this school to preach to or
convert the children. The faith background of both the staff and the child’s family
is respected at all times.

May we draw your attention to the following Hertfordshire County Council
Health and Safety Recommendations.

Although our Religious Education at Woolenwick is mainly Christian, part of our
curriculum involves an awareness of other major world religions and insights into
other religious beliefs, practices and festivals. We encourage children to respect
the right of others who hold beliefs different from their own.

•
•

The wearing of jewellery is unsafe during physical education
sessions and should not be worn to school at all (including studs)
Long hair should be tied back

Please help us to keep your child safe by following these guidelines.

Computing
Learning how to use computers and other information technology is an important
aspect of the curriculum as your child is growing up in a world where Information
and communication technologies are a normal and necessary part of life.

Collective Worship
The children and staff come together each day for an act of worship, which is
broadly Christian. However, it will also reflect other religions and cultures
particularly on the shared values that all major faiths have in common.
Our emphasis is always upon fostering mutual caring, responsibility, interest in
and appreciation of the world around us and a celebration of the success that
learning brings.

We have a computer suite and each class has access to it on a weekly basis.
There is software appropriate to the children‘s age and stage of development. In
addition, there is a visualiser, and a trolley of ICT notepads. Foundation Stage
has computers in the classrooms.

The 1988 Education Act requires schools to organise an act of worship of a
broadly Christian nature. However, parents do have a right to withdraw their
children from collective worship and R.E. Any parent who does not wish their
child to participate in this must submit their request in a letter to the
Headteacher.

Children will have access to programmable toys, calculators, digital cameras,
video cameras and Ipads.

Personal, Social, Citizenship and Health Education

We plan a curriculum that ensures the children have access to a wide range of
equipment as a tool for learning. We have Internet connections in all classrooms
and Interactive Whiteboards, so the children can begin to explore the World
Wide Web through a protected grid. We have a clear internet policy and
guidelines. ICT learning will stimulate their reasoning, problem solving,
observation and group interaction skills.

Religious Education
This school is non-denominational and our teaching of Our Religious Education
is in accordance with the Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus and the requirements of
the Education Reform Act 1988. RE is concerned with “learning about religions”

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) underpins the
learning here at Woolenwick. It provides those skills which will help the children
to learn well individually and with others and understand different viewpoints.
Much of this work is central to the school ethos as we value and respect the
children and teach them to respect each other.
This includes learning about their own and others' feelings, keeping healthy and
safe, and behaving well. We believe if the children feel happy, secure and valued
they are ready to learn.
Each week, our school assemblies will focus on different core values. They will
relate to our SEAL curriculum, Social, Emotional, Aspects of Learning. The
values will be discussed in assemblies and during circle times throughout the
week.

During our ‘Friday Celebration Assembly’ one child from each class will be
chosen to be a ‘SEAL Super Star.’ These are children who have made an extra
special effort to meet the ‘Thought of the week.’ To enable you to discuss with
your child the thought of the week at home it is noted in the weekly newsletter
and Educators display it within their classrooms.

Relationship and Sex Education
The aims of relationships and Sex education, as part of the Personal, social,
health, relationships and economic (PSHRE) education, at our school are to:
·
·
·
·
·

Provide a framework in which sensitive discussions can take place.
Prepare pupils for puberty, and give them an understanding of sexual
development and the importance of health and hygiene.
Help pupils develop feelings of self-respect, confidence and empathy.
Create a positive culture around issues of sexuality and relationships.
Teach pupils the correct vocabulary to describe themselves and their bodies.

Our school motto is Learning, Growing, Achieving Together and it’s with this
ethos that we will teach PSHRE. We will be learning individually, in groups and
sometimes as a whole school. We will explore the curriculum of PSHRE
sensitively but also bravely, confronting the challenges of the modern world and
equipping our children to thrive in a diverse multicultural and multifaith society.
We will prepare them to forge relationships and become conscientious,
compassionate, strong, confident and respectful citizens
Within our learning there are opportunities which will stimulate questions.
Children’s questions are answered as they arise in a manner suitable for
young children to understand emotionally and intellectually. For more information
please visit
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/relationships-and-sex-education-an
d-health-education

Healthy Schools
We teach children how to stay healthy and make informed decisions about
themselves. They learn to express their feelings within a safe environment and
how to build good relationships with others. Children learn about a healthy

balanced diet, the importance of water and sun safety. They are taught road
safety skills and the school has an active ‘travel plan’ in place. We have achieved
Healthy Schools status.
We are very lucky to have our own school allotment, the children go in small
groups weekly to help plant and take of care the fruit and vegetables. When
ready we bring the food back and eat this with our lunch

School ECO Council
There are two representatives from each of the classes. The School ECO
Council meet regularly to discuss a range of issues. Every child and educator
has an equal vote in decisions made during our School Eco Council. Each class
also has a Global ambassador who joins the meetings and gives ideas of how
we can continue to be global citizens.
As an ECO accredited school your child will develop a range of skills and
knowledge that will enable them to recognise the contribution and responsibility
they have to developing a sustainable world.

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
Within Woolenwick it is our aim that each child’s individual needs will be
assessed, addressed, and reviewed regularly following the guidelines set out in
the Code of Practice. If we believe your child has a particular need, we will
discuss this with you. This may involve us working with you in setting up
Individual
Education Plans with specific targets we both try to develop with your child. In
our experience this works particularly well when we work in partnership.
Each class has support from either a Nursery Nurse and/or Teaching Assistant.
Our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator works with the Headteacher to
co-ordinate extra support for children who have been identified as having SEND.
If we are concerned about your child’s progress, we will discuss the matter with
you. If you have any concerns, please do come and tell us.

Inclusion
We are an Inclusive School and are committed to devising, developing and
monitoring strategies to meet the needs of all our children. We focus on
minimising barriers to learning and celebrating achievement. We understand that
all children are unique and have many ‘languages’ that they may express
themselves in. Our staff are skilled in interpreting children’s responses.
A child working at greater depth is one that understands concepts at a higher
level than we would expect for their age in the core curriculum subjects - reading,
writing or mathematics. We work hard to cater for the individual needs of all
children and aim for all children to achieve high standards.

Little Acorns Breakfast/ Lunch/ Afterschool/ Tea clubs
We provide an in-house breakfast and after school club for Nursery - Year 2
children. Breakfast club starts at 7:45am where children can have breakfast,
enjoy varied activities and be cared for until the start of the school day. The after
school club runs from the end of the school day until 5:45pm (on Fridays until
4:45pm) with a range of games, activities and arts and crafts. The children are
provided with a snack. Application forms with prices for the above are available
from the school office.

Out Of School Hours Learning
We have a range of school clubs that take place during lunchtimes and after
school.
Some clubs are run by the school team others by professional providers that
require payment of a small fee.

The Hundred Languages of Childhood
The child

They tell the child;

is made of one hundred.

To think without hands

The child has

To do without head

A hundred languages

To listen and not to speak

A hundred hands

To understand without joy

A hundred thoughts

To love and to marvel

A hundred ways of thinking

Only at Easter and Christmas

Of playing, of speaking.

They tell the child:

A hundred always a hundred

To discover the world already there

Ways of listening of marveling of loving

And of the hundred

A hundred joys

They steal ninety-nine.

For singing and understanding

They tell the child:

A hundred worlds

That work and play

To discover

Reality and fantasy

A hundred worlds

Science and imagination

To invent

Sky and earth

A hundred worlds

Reason and dream

To dream

Are things

The child has

That do not belong together

A hundred languages

And thus they tell the child

(and a hundred hundred hundred more)

That the hundred is not there

But they steal ninety-nine.

The child says: NO WAY the hundred is there--

The school and the culture

Loris Malaguzzi

Separate the head from the body.

Founder of the Reggio Approach

Pastrol Care and Discipline
Children’s Happiness
At Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School we know that children learn best when
they feel happy and secure and because of this we place great importance on
developing children’s self-confidence and self-esteem. All aspects of children’s
achievements, including good behaviour, are recognised by giving rewards such
as stickers, certificates or verbal praise. Recognising success in this way
develops children’s self-confidence and encourages them to take the next step.

Therapeutic Behaviour Approach
An approach to behaviour that prioritises the prosocial experiences and feelings
of everyone within the dynamic.In order to make maximum progress children
need a calm, well ordered and purposeful environment. We have a positive
approach to behaviour with an underlying co-operation between home and
school.
All children are taught Our School Rules and understand why they are important.
We encourage the children to make good choices, take responsibility for
themselves and their own behaviour, and to be aware of each other‘s needs as
well as their own.

As part of our partnership of working together with parents:
·
·
·

Class Educators will contact parents if they are concerned about a child’s
attitude or behaviour, or in response to a particular incident
Parents will be contacted by senior leadership for particularly serious or
repeated unacceptable behaviour
Parents are encouraged to contact school if they have concerns about
the behaviour of their child in school and to inform school of any situation
at home, which could affect their child’s behaviour.

Complaint Procedure
We work closely with our parents and carers. We find that nearly all concerns or
potential complaints can be resolved happily through discussion. If you have any
concerns or anxieties please follow this procedure:
Step 1. Talk to the class teacher- If this does not help resolve the issue, parents/
carers can discuss the matter further
Step 2. Talk to Senior Leaders

Our rules try to ensure that children will be happy, feel safe and respect other
people and their environment. The children often have a circle discussion time,
when problems are discussed and resolved.

If parents/ carers are still not satisfied, the governors of the school do have
arrangements for considering complaints formally, they have adopted a
procedure which follows lines recommended by the Hertfordshire County
Council. You can view this on our school website.

Our School Rules:-

There are, in addition, special arrangements for considering complaints about
matters to do with the teaching of the National Curriculum and about collective
worship in school. A copy of these arrangements can also be obtained from the
school office.

1. We do our best learning
2. We listen to others and show good listening
3. We look after everything
4. We are kind, helpful, polite and friendly.
5. We tell the truth.
6. We walk in school.
Where a child persistently and/or seriously misbehaves an individual behaviour
plan will be devised in consultation with parents. Although rare, regrettably a
child who fails to conform may be excluded for a fixed period. Permanent
exclusion would need the agreement of the governing body.

Child Protection
All schools have a clear responsibility placed on them by the Children Act 1989
and by guidance from the Department for Education and Skills to safeguard the
welfare of all their pupils. In doing so, schools are legally obliged to consult with
Hertfordshire Safeguarding Children Partnership (HSCP) if they believe there is
a possibility that a child may be suffering from abuse or neglect.

A referral is not intended to be an accusation of any particular action or against
any particular person. It is the reporting of concerns which have come to the
school’s attention. This is in accordance with Hertfordshire Child Protection
Procedures. Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School has a Child Protection
Policy and a copy of Hertfordshire Child Protection Procedures, both of which
are available on our website . For a full list of our Designated Senior Leaders for
child protection please see our website.

School Uniform
Please see our website for more information
www.woolenwickinfants.herts.sch.uk/parents/uniform-orders

School Hours
Nursery Morning session 8.30 - 11.30am
Afternoon session 12.30 - 3.30pm
Reception and Infant classes 8.50 - 3.15pm
Lunchtime (12.00 - 1.10pm)
Children can become distressed if you are not there to pick them up on
time at the end of the day. We do ask that you are on time. If you are late, your
child may be registered into Little Acorns Wraparound Care and unfortunately
this will be at a cost to yourself.

Attendance

Personal Belongings

Please make your child’s education a priority

Please do not allow your child to bring money, personal toys, games, sweets or
items to school which have either monetary or sentimental value, as we cannot
guarantee they will not get lost or damaged.

It is a requirement to ensure children attend school regularly unless illness
causes absence. Parents are responsible for ensuring children attend school
and that they arrive at school on time. At Woolenwick we believe that regular
school attendance is very important if children are to take full advantage of the
educational opportunities available to them.

Children are not allowed to wear jewellery or watches to school at any time.
If any child has pierced ears they may wear one pair of plain studs only
however, parents must cover earrings completely with tape on each day that
their child has P.E.

School Security
The classroom doors are closed at 8.55 and cannot be opened from the outside.
During the school day all visitors and late comers are required to use the front
entrance where the office staff control admittance.
Meeting children - To ensure the safety of all children please help the class
teacher by:• Telling the teacher if someone else will be collecting your child.
• Telephoning the office if your normal arrangements change unexpectedly.
We will not let your child go home with anyone unless you inform us of a
different arrangement.

If your child is ill, we require a written notification or a telephone call before 9am
on the first day of absence, stating the reason for their absence. It is a legal
requirement to record your child’s absence as unauthorised unless otherwise
notified. All this information has to be collated at the end of the year and sent to
the Department for Education.
If your child arrives at school late, this is also recorded. Lateness disrupts the
start of the day not only for your child but for the rest of their class, so please
ensure your child is punctual.
Please see our website for our attendance policy summary.

Safety
Children must not climb on the walls or any outside equipment before or after
school.

Mobile Phones
Parents and carers are not allowed to use mobile phones on the
school site.

Milk
Nursery Children receive free milk every day (agreed on admission form.)
Drinking water is freely available throughout the day.

Snack time

Sickness - After sickness children must stay at home for at least 24 hours after
the last time they are ill. If your child has diarrhoea they must be off for 48 hours
from the last time they were ill.

First Aid
Minor accidents are dealt with promptly and appropriately. In more serious
injuries and/or if we consider hospital treatment is necessary you will be
contacted immediately. If we are unable to contact you a member of staff will
accompany your child to hospital.

All children are offered a healthy snack, usually raw fruit or vegetables with their
drink.

Contact Persons

School Lunches

In the event of a child becoming ill at school, parents/carers will be contacted.
However, please ensure that alternative contact persons/telephone numbers
have been given to school. Don’t forget to update us if these numbers change particularly mobiles!

We provide our own School Meals Service and prepare nutritionally balanced
meals, in house, from fresh ingredients from our allotment . The school menu is
available online on our website.

Parent Teacher Meetings
We hold formal meetings throughout the year . You will be informed of the dates
at the beginning of each term. We value these opportunities to meet with you to
discuss your child’s progress.
At the end of each school year, parents receive written reports which explain
their child’s development in each area of the curriculum.

Health
We do not administer medicines at school except for children with asthma. If
your child is asthmatic, please complete a consent form at the school office so
your child will then be able to use their inhaler when required.

Headlice
This is a social problem which affects all schools. Unfortunately some children
do become infested as young children who play and learn closely together are
particularly vulnerable. Please regularly wet comb your child’s hair (with hair
conditioner). This will help you check your child’s hair and prevent adult lice from
laying eggs.

Home and School Partnerships
Before coming into school, children have already learned a great deal from the
experiences and opportunities given to them by their first Educators - their
parents/carers. The continued involvement of parents/carers is crucial to each
child’s successful learning.
At Woolenwick we recognise parents/carers fundamental role in their child’s
education and look forward to entering a partnership based on shared
responsibility, understanding, mutual respect and continued dialogue. Our
partnership is developed through a variety of home-school links.

Home Learning
All children have home learning activities. These vary according to the age of the
children and include reading, writing, mathematics and spelling practice. A little
time spent in the evenings and at weekends will make a difference to the
progress and development of your child. Your support and encouragement in
helping your child with their learning is valued.
Reading with your child on a daily basis helps them to learn. In the early stages
this will be a shared experience, with you reading most of the text with your child
beginning to join in.
Please talk about the illustrations and the story. Asking questions about the story
is also very important. These activities should be undertaken willingly and should
be enjoyable.
Each half term we send home details about the areas of the curriculum your child
will be covering and ways you can support them.
Key Stage One children will be set Diary writing and Maths home learning
through an online programme.

Home School Agreement
When your child starts school, you will be asked to sign a home school
Agreement.

Our home school agreement states the aims and values of our school. It outlines
the responsibilities of the school and parents/carers responsibilities, and what
the school expects so that your child becomes a successful learner. We ask you
and your child to talk about it and sign it together. The document is available
from the office.

Entrance to School
School is a very busy place. In the interest of your child’s safety, please do not
drive cars into the school grounds. Please use the footpaths through the school
grounds and encourage your child to have good road sense from an early age.
For Health and Safety reasons we do not allow dogs on the school site.
In line with our Drugs Policy and new legislation the school building and
surrounding area is a ‘No Smoking’ zone.

Bicycles
A Cycle Permit is required if your child wishes to bring their bicycle to school.
This is available at the office. There is a purpose built bicycle and scooter
storage shed on the school site.

Newsletter
To keep you in touch with school events and school issues, we send home
regular newsletters and text messages.

Helping in School
We encourage parents, carers, grandparents and other friends of the school to
help in school with a variety of activities. You will need to complete a Criminal
Record Background Check. If you would like to be included, please let your
child’s class teacher know, or the headteacher. You will be given support and
guidance.

Fund-raising and Social Events
FOWINS (Friends Of Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School)
Fund-raising and social events are arranged as appropriate.
All parents and carers are automatically members of our school community . It is
through your active support that the school is able to purchase additional
resources for the school. We encourage parents and carers to be involved and
are very grateful for this support.
In addition, we raise funds for our chosen charities. By taking part, we want our
children to become aware of others and truly become global citizens.

A Life in Our Hands
If children live with criticism,
They learn to condemn,
If children live with hostility,
They learn to fight,
If children live with ridicule,
They learn to be shy,
If children live with shame,
They learn to feel guilty,
If children live with tolerance,
They learn to be patient,
If children live with encouragement,
They learn confidence,
If children live with praise,
They learn to appreciate,
If children live with fairness,
They learn justice,
If children live with security,
They learn to have faith,
If children live with approval,
They learn to like themselves,
If children live with acceptance and friendship,
They learn to find love in the world.
Dorothy Law Holte

We do hope this booklet helps to explain a little about our school. We
believe starting school should be a happy time for both you and your child.
The relationship we build with you is vitally important in educating your
child. Your child will feel a lot more confident and secure if he/she feels we
have the same aims in mind.

Infant & Nursery School

Bridge Road West, Stevenage, SG1 2NU
T · 01438 216 070 / F · 01438 216 171
E · admin@woolenwickinfants.herts.sch.uk

