Infant & Nursery School

Welcome...
Dear Parents/Carers,
On behalf of the Staff and Governors of Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School I would like to welcome you and your child to our school.
If your child is the first child in your family to join us, we look forward to a happy and successful partnership over the coming years. If you already
have children here, we are pleased to renew and develop further the relationship between us.
This prospectus gives you essential information which you will require whilst your child attends this school. It will also give you an insight into our
approach to teaching and learning.
Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School aims to provide quality teaching and learning for all its pupils. We deliver a broad, balanced curriculum for
the development of the whole child in a safe, secure, happy, caring and stimulating environment that prepares your child for future education and
gives them the skills and enthusiasm to pursue learning for the rest of their lives. Each child is encouraged to give their best and to develop their
own interests and talents.
We believe education is a partnership between home and school and we look forward to working with you to ensure the best outcomes for your
child whilst they are at Woolenwick.
We look forward to sharing with you the beginning of your child’s school life and their learning journey as they acquire new skills and grow in
independence.
We hope that your association with the school is long and a happy one and that the time your child spends with us will be both enjoyable and
rewarding.
We look forward to meeting you.
Yours sincerely,

Usha Dhorajiwala

Admissions
Information about the process for Admissions into Nursery can be found on the
school website under the parents tab. Applications to Nursery are made using
the online system.

Parents need to make a separate application for a place in the Reception class,
as children in the Nursery do not automatically transfer to the Reception class.

All Nursery children start in September after their third birthday.

School Philosophy

Starting School

We aim to
•

Create a safe, purposeful learning environment where everyone can flourish
and develop their individuality.

•

Provide excellence in teaching and learning.

We have a 45 place Nursery. Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School offer the 30
hours free Nursery Early Education to eligible families. Families who are not
eligible, can have 15 hours of free Nursery Early Education and will have the
option to pay for additional hours.

•

Enable children and adults to acquire knowledge, understanding, skills and
perseverance to be enthusiastic, independent learners.

•

Never stop learning and are open minded to continual development.

The core offer of 15 hours is either every morning or every afternoon session in
the Nursery (8.30 – 11.30, Monday – Friday or 12.30 – 3.30, Monday – Friday.)
In addition, Extended Provision/ Wrap Around Care / Clubs are offered every day.

•

Help everyone to develop confidence, positive self-esteem, self-discipline
and high moral values.

•

Encourage children and adults to value themselves, others and their
environment, respecting each other’s differences and ways of life, for them to
work and play co-operatively, be safe and develop healthy Lifestyles.

•

Provide opportunities for children to voice and influence decision making.

•

Develop successful partnership with our families and the wider community
including fostering links with other schools, early years providers and the
local authority.

•

Develop our role as strategic partners with the Chiltern Teaching School Hb
and other organisations such as the University of Hertfordshire and the
Royal Opera House Bridge.

Meetings are held during the Summer term to welcome all Nursery parents. This
is an opportunity for parents/ carers to meet the Headteacher, the Early Years
Leader and the Nursery team.

Times are made available for prospective parents to visit the Nursery prior to the
closing date for the applications. Parents should contact the School Office for
further details.
Children are admitted into our Nursery once each year, at the beginning of the
Autumn Term. All Nursery children have the opportunity to attend Nursery five
morning or five afternoon sessions each week. There is a staggered intake over
the first few weeks for the Nursery to help the children to settle.
The school implements, a ‘Positive Start Induction programme,’ to ensure a
successful beginning to Nursery school life. Home visits will take place before
your child starts school.
Decisions to offer a place will be based on the criteria and procedures laid out in
the admission policy. Decisions will be final and there is no right of appeal.
Parents who accept a place will be expected to commit to taking up the place for
the whole of the academic year.

Mission Statement
At Woolenwick Infant and Nursery School we provide an environment where we
are:

Learning, Growing, Achieving Together
Extract from OFSTED Inspection October 2017
Summary of key findings for parents and pupils
This is an outstanding school.
The Nursery and Reception classes give children an outstanding start to school
life. Children make excellent progress in developing their reading, writing and
number skills.
There is a strong learning culture within the school. All staff benefit from
high-quality professional development. This ensures the best possible outcomes
for pupils.

Foundation Stage Statement

•

To provide quality first hand, play based learning experiences that are well
planned and contain an appropriate balance between different types of play,
permeating all aspects of the curriculum.

•

To provide a range of child initiated, adult initiated and adult focused
activities indoors and outdoors.

Nursery Times
The morning nursery is from 8.30am - 11.30am
The afternoon nursery is from 12.30 - 3.30pm
If your child is entitled to 30 hours the daily session is 8:30-3:30, including an
hour’s enrichment activity and relaxation time.
Please try to be on time arriving and be prompt collecting your child. Two
minutes late can be very upsetting when you’re only 3 years old.

We aim :

Little Acorns wrap around care

•

To provide a broad and balanced curriculum which embraces the seven
areas of learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage.

We provide a breakfast and after school club for Nursery - Year 2 children.

•

To provide a happy, secure, stimulating and challenging environment.

Breakfast club starts at 7:45am where they can have breakfast, enjoy varied
activities and be cared for until the start of the school day.

•

To provide opportunities for children to make choices which will facilitate
independent learning and enable them to feel confident as learners.

The after school club runs from the end of the school day until 5:45pm Monday
– Thursday and 4.45pm on Friday.

•

To provide opportunities for children to develop their communication,
linguistic, investigative and problem solving skills through interaction with
adults and other children.

We offer a range of games, activities and arts and crafts.

•

To promote children’s imagination in play through stimulating resources and
activities within the inside and outside classrooms.

Application forms with prices for the above are available on the
school website.

•

To develop a partnership with parents / carers based on a shared
understanding of the learning needs of the children.

The children are provided with a snack.

Family Centre
Bridge Road Family Centre is located next to our Nursery and works in
partnership with a range of professionals to support families who have children
ages 0-5 ensuring that good quality services are in place across the community.
These services include health services, Early Years provision such as
pre-schools, childcare and information and local advice for parents/carers.
The Family Centre can be contacted on Tel: 0300 123 7572 or
Website: www.hertsfamilycentres.org/

Parents in Partnership
Our aim is to work together in partnership. We hold regular parent consultations
and learning events.
We are always grateful to parents and carers who can come in to help, either on a
regular or a one off basis. Parents can help with art activities, cooking, reading or
whatever they enjoy.
All parent/ carer volunteers will require valid Disclosure and Barring (DBS)
clearance. All parent/ carer volunteers attend a workshop organised by the school
before working with children. Please speak to the School office for further
information. There may be occasional events, such a school trip, where those
without DBS clearance can support the class under the supervision of the class
teacher. Parents who are helping are not able to bring pre-school children
with them.

Communication
To keep you in touch we have a notice board with school events and school
information. We send home regular newsletters and text messages.

What Will My Child Be Doing at Nursery?
The Curriculum
When you ask your child what they have been doing at Nursery today, they may
well say ‘just playing’. It will have been fun and exciting but it will also have been
carefully planned to allow them to explore ideas of writing or counting or reading
or science, in fact to prepare them for all subject areas which they will later meet
in the National Curriculum. The child may think of it as play - we know it is
serious teaching and learning.

activities. (e.g. the child who set out to make Humpty Dumpty’s wall out of Duplo
or the child who ‘turned’ the water tray into a car wash and washed all the cars).

In the Nursery our curriculum is carefully planned around the Early Years
Foundation Stage (EYFS) prescribed by the Government and will be based on
these seven areas of learning.

Snack Time

“Learning is like a tangle of spaghetti” Carlina Rinaldi, Reggio Emilia
Young children's learning is holistic and these areas often overlap.

Three Prime Areas:
•
•
•

Personal Social and Emotional Development
Communication and Language
Physical Development

Four Specific Areas:
•
•
•
•

Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding of the World
Expressive Arts and Design

Outdoor and indoor learning takes place every day.
In the Nursery children receive a firm foundation in all areas of learning and are
well prepared for Literacy and Mathematics. They are encouraged to work
collaboratively at times and independently at other times. Sometimes the adult
will initiate the task but children are also encouraged to initiate their own

Further information is available from the school website underneath the
Curriculum Tab.

Milk, water and a piece of fruit or vegetable will be provided on a daily basis to
all children in the Nursery. Parents are requested to advise the Nursery Teacher
if for any reason their child has dietary or other issues so that these may be
taken into consideration.

Assessment and Records
Nursery Educators develop a Learning Journal which documents the children’s
learning.
We observe, take photographs and keep a record of the children’s learning. We
monitor their progress and plan their next steps.
We share Learning Journals at regular points throughout the year. We would be
very interested to hear of your observations of your child’s learning and interests
outside school.
Information is passed on to the Reception Educators in order to build on
previous learning.

Parent Consultations
When you as

Parent Consultations

What if your child is unwell?

During the first term you will be given the opportunity to meet the Nursery
Educators to discuss how your child has settled into the Nursery and any
concerns you may have. Immediately prior to your child’s transition into
Reception, parents will be provided with a letter report outlining your child’s
development and time in Nursery. You will be invited to make an appointment to
meet the Educators to share an understanding of the child and to reflect on his /
her achievements. If at any time parents have a worry or concern about their
child they should make arrangements to discuss them with the Nursery teacher
at an agreed time.

If your child is unwell please phone the school on the day before 10.00am.
Please do not send your child back to school until 24 hours after sickness or
diarrhoea.

A Typical Nursery Day:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Hang your coat on your own peg and change into indoor shoes
independently.
Find your own name for self-registration.
Join in with ‘busy fingers’.
Time for ‘wake and shake’ to prepare our bodies and minds for learning.
Sing favourite nursery rhymes and learn new songs.
Sit on the carpet to welcome each other.
Time for small group learning.
Play inside or outside. Use all the different areas and resources for example
the role play area, malleable table, creative areas, storytelling, mathematics,
investigation station, construction, paining easel, the mud kitchen, the
digging pit, the bikes and scooters, the writing table and much more.
Time to tidy up.
Story Time and Home Time.
Lunchtime, if we’re staying all day, followed by enrichment and relaxation
before joining the afternoon Nursery session.

School Uniform
Please see our website for more information:
www.woolenwickinfants.herts.sch.uk/parents/uniform-orders

If your child becomes ill during the Nursery session, we will telephone you and
ask you to collect.

Starting Nursery and Settling in
It’s a big step starting Nursery (for children and parents) so it’s not at all unusual
if your child is a bit unsettled at first.
Please don’t worry and don’t let your child know you are worried. Keep
reassuring them that Nursery will be fun, they’ll do lots of lovely things there, and
(most importantly) you will be coming back. Sometimes, it helps to tell them what
you’ll be doing whilst they are at Nursery (“I’ll just go and buy your dinner/make
your bed and then I’ll come back for you”).

Transfer to Reception
As the children progress and gain in confidence, we begin to develop more and
more links with the rest of the school. This involves attending assemblies and
shared play inside and outside with Reception children. The children become
familiar with the older children, the building and other Educators, in a stress-free
way.
During the last term in Nursery they will be introduced to their new Educators
and will visit their new classroom, together with the Nursery team.
The Nursery team will also make themselves available, to be a ‘familiar face’,
during their first days in full-time school. We aim to make the transition to
full-time school as smooth and enjoyable as possible.
Many of our children move on to Reception class knowing how to count, have
been introduced to reading and writing. Most importantly, we hope they move on
feeling secure, confident, curious and eager to learn, certain that school is a safe
and exciting place to be. We hope that your child, and you, will look back at your
Nursery time fondly.
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